









AN 


ARABIAN TALE, 

FROM 

AN UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT: 

WITH 

NOTES 

CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY. 


A NEW EDITION. 


LONDON: 

MINTED FOR W. CLARKE, NEW BOND STREET.. 


MDCCCfX. 









PREFACE 


THE Original of the following 
Story, with fome others of a fimilar 
kind, collected in the Eaft by a Man of 
letters, was communicated to the Editor 
above three years ago. The pleafure 
he received from the perufal of it, in¬ 
duced him at that time to tranfcribe, 
and fince to tranflate it. How far the 
copy may be a juft reprefentation, it 
becomes not him to determine. He 
prefumes, however, to hope that, if 
the difficulty of accommodating our 
Englifh idioms to the Arabick, preferv- 
ing the correfpondent tones of a diver- 
fified narration, and difcriminating the 
nicer touches of charafter through the 
(hades of foreign manners, be duly con- 
a 2 fidered; 
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fideretl; a failure in fome points, will 
not preclude him from all claim to in¬ 
dulgence : efpfecially, if thofe images, 
fentiments, and paffions, which, being 
independa#t of local peculiarities, may 
be exprefled in every language, fhall be 
found.to retain their native energy in 
our own. 


THE 
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Errors to be corre&ed; for which the Editor 
muft plead in excufe, his diftance from the 
prefs. 

Page 9, line 23 obliterate efpecially 
23 25 for iolets read violet* 

25 6 for could read would 

98 5 for Saltanas read Sultanas 

147 14 for noife read clang 

*161 2 for fcite read fite 

220 21 for wreano read mnmts 

232 12 for The moll read Amongft the moll 

232 15 for were read was 

*36 *tfor qttc; read onus 

237 3 for aviyoe read trv(®j 

23 7 4 for aqhis'Hz* read A 6 HNHE> 

*61 2 for Abdells read Abdeft 

270 23 for Idmaeas read Idumaea* 

273 3 for Idumas read Idumaea* 

299 2 for fize read lire 
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O if THE 

CALIPH VATHEK. 


VATHEK, ninth CALIPH of the race of 
the Abaffides, was the fon of MotaflTem, 
and the grandfon of Haroun A1 Rafchid. 
From an early acceffion to the throne, 
and the talents he poflefied to adorn it; 
his fubjedts were induced to expedt, that 
his reign would be long, and happy. His 
figure was pleafing, and majeftick; but when 
he was angry, one of his eyes became fb ter¬ 
rible, that no perfon could bear to behold it; 
and the wretch upon whom it was fixed, in- 
ftantly fell backward; and, fometimes, ex¬ 
pired. For fear, however, of depopulating 
B his 
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his dominions, and making his patece de¬ 
folate; he, but rarely, gave way to his an¬ 
ger. 

Being much addidted to women, and the 
pleafures of the table; he fought, by his af¬ 
fability, to procure agreeable companions; 
and he fucceeded the better, as his generofity 
was unbounded; and his indulgences, unre- 
ftrained: for, he was, by no means, fcrupu- 
lous: nor did he think, with the Caliph, 
Omar Ben Abdalaziz; that it was necelfary 
to make a hell of this world, to injoy Para- 
dife in the next. 

He furpaffed in magnificence all his prede- 
eeffors. The palace of Alkoremmi, which 
his father Motaffem had eredted, on the hill 
of Pied Horfes; and which commanded the 
whole city of Samarah; was, in his idea, far 
too fcanty: he added, therefore, five wings ; 
or rather, other palaces: which he deftined 
for the particular gratification of each of his 
fenfes. 

In the firft of thefe, were tables continu¬ 
ally covered, with thejnoft exquifite dainties; 

which 
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which were fupplied, both -by night and by 
day, according to their conftant confump- 
tion • whilft the rnoft delicious wines, and 
the choiceft cordials, flowed forth from a 
hundred fountains, that were never ex- 
haufted. This Palace was called the Eter¬ 
nal Or UNSATIATING BANQUET. 

The fecond, was Ailed The Temple of 
Melody, or the Nectar of the Soul. 
It was inhabited by the moll fkilful mufi- 
cians, and admired poets of the time; who 
not only difplayed their talents .within, but, 
difperfing in bands. without, paufed every, 
furrounding fcene to reverberate their fongs ; 
which were continually varied in the moft 
delightful fucceflion. 

The palace named the Delight of the 
Eyes, or the Support of Memory ; was one 
entire enchantment. Rarities collected from 
every corner of the earth, were there found 
in fuch profufion, as to dazzle and confound, 
but for the order in which they were ar¬ 
ranged. One gallery exhibited the pictures 
of the celebrated Mani; and ftatues, that 
B x feemed 
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Teemed to be alive. Here, a well-managed 
perfpedtive attracted the fight; there, the 
tnagick of opticks agreeably deceived it: 
whilft the Naturalift, on his part, exhibited, 
in their feyeral claffes, the various gifts that 
Heaven had bellowed on our globe. In a 
word, Vathek omitted nothing, in this pa¬ 
lace, that might gratify the curiofity of 
thofe who reforted to it; although he was 
not able to fatisfy his own; for, he was, of 
all men, the moll curious. 

The palace of Perfumes, which was 
termed likewife, The incentive to Plea¬ 
sure, confided of various halls, where the 
different perfumes which the earth produces, 
were kept perpetually burning in -cenfers 
of gold. Flambeaus and aromatick lamps 
were here lighted, in open day. But, the 
too powerful effects of this agreeable deli¬ 
rium might be avoided, by defcending into 
an immenfe garden; where an affemblage of 
every fragrant flower diffufed through the air 
the pureft odours. 


The 
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The fifth palace, denominated the Re¬ 
treat op Joy, or the dangerous ; was fre¬ 
quented by troops of young females, beauti¬ 
ful as the Houris, and not lefs feducing; 
who never failed to receive, with carefies, all 
whom the Caliph allowed to approach them: 
for, he was by no means difpofed to be jea¬ 
lous, as his own women were fecluded, 
within the palace he inhabited, himfelf. 

Notwithftanding the fenfuality in which 
Vathek indulged, he experienced no abate¬ 
ment in the love of his people; who thought, 
that a fovereign immerfed in pleafure was 
not lefs tolerable to his fubje&s, than one 
that employed himfelf in creating them foes. 
But, the unquiet and impetuous difpofition of 
the Caliph, would not allow him to reft there. 
He had ftudied fo much for his amufement, 
in the life-time of his father, as to acquire a 
great deal of knowledge; though not a fuflici* 
ency to fatisfy himfelf : for, he wiihed to 
know every thing; even, fciences that did 
not exift. He was fond of engaging in dis¬ 
putes with the learned, but liked them not 
to puih their oppofition with warmth. He 
B 3 (topped 
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flopped the mouths of thofie, with prefents, 
whofe mouths could be flopped; whilft 
others, whom his liberality was unable to 
fubdue, he fent to prifon, to cool their blood; 
a remedy that often fucceeded. 

Vathek difcovered alio a predilection for 
theological controverfy; but, it was not with 
the orthodox that he ufually held. By this 
means he induced the zealots to oppofe him, 
and then perfecuted them in return; for, he 
refolved, at any rate, to have reaftm on his 
fide. 

The great prophet Mahomet, whofe Vi¬ 
cars the Caliphs are, beheld with indignation, 
from his abode in the feventh heaven, the irre¬ 
ligious conduCt of fuch a vicegerent. <( Let 
us leave him to himfelf,” faid he to the 
Genii, who are always ready to receive his 
commands: “ let us fee to what lengths his 
folly and impiety will carry him: if he run 
into excefs, we (hall know how to chaftife 
him. Afiift him, therefore, to complete the 
tower, which, in imitation of Nimrod, he 
hath begun; not, like that great warriour, 
6 to 
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to efcape being drowned; .but from the info- 
lent curiofity of -penetrating the fecrets of 
Heaven:—-he will not divine the fate that 
awaits him.” 

The Genii obeyed; and when the work¬ 
men had raifed their ftrufture a cubit, in the 
day-time; two cubits more were added, in 
the night. The expedition with which the 
fabrick arofe, was not a little flattering to 
the vanity of Vathek. He fancied, that 
even infenfible matter fhewed a forwardnefs* 
to.fubferve his defigns; not confidering that 
the fuccefles of :the foolifh and wicked form 
the firfi: rod of their chaftifement. 

His pride arrived .at its height, when hav¬ 
ing afcended, for the firffc time, the eleven 
thoufand flairs of his tower, he caft 'his eyes 
below, and beheld men not larger than pif- 
mires; mountains, than fhells; and cities, 
than bee-hives. The idea, which fuch an ele¬ 
vation infpired, of his own grandeur, com¬ 
pletely bewildered him; he was almoft,ready, 
to adore himfelf; till, lifting his eyes up¬ 
ward, he faw the flars, as high above him, 
£ 4 as 
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as they appeared, when he flood on the fur- 
face of the earth. He confoled himfelf, 
however, for this tranfient perception of his 
littlenefs, with the thought of being great, 
in the eyes of others; and flattered himfelf, 
that the light of his mind would extend, be¬ 
yond the reach of his fight; and transfer to 
the ftars the decrees of his deftiny. 

With this view, the inquifitive Prince 
pafled moft of his nights on the fummit of 
his tower: till he became an adept in the 
myfteries of aftrology ; and imagined that the 
planets had difelofed to him the moft mar¬ 
vellous adventures, which were to be accom- 
plifhed by an extraordinary perfonage, from 
a country altogether unknown. Prompted 
by motives of curiofity, he had always been 
courteous to ftrangers; but, from this inftant, 
he redoubled his attention; and ordered it to 
be announced by found of trumpet, through 
all the ftreets of Samarah, that no one of his 
fubje&s, on peril of his difpleafure, fhould 
either lodge or detain a traveller; but, forth¬ 
with, bring him to the palace. 


Not 
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Not long after this proclamation, there ar¬ 
rived in his metropolis, a man fo hideous, 
that the very guards who arrefted him, were 
forced to lhut their eyes, as they led him 
along. The Caliph himfelf appeared ftartled 
at fo horrible a vifage; but, joy fucceeded to 
this emotion of terror, when the ftranger 
difplayed to his view, fuch rarities as he 
4 had never before feen; and of which he had 
no conception. 

In reality, nothing was ever fo extraor¬ 
dinary as the merchandize this ftranger pro¬ 
duced. Moft of his curiofities, which were 
not lefs admirable for their workmanlhip, than 
fplendor, had befides, their feveral virtues; 
defcribed on a parchment fattened to each. 
There were flippers, which enabled the feet 
to walk; knives that cut without the motion 
of a hand; fabres, which dealt the blow, at 
the perfon they were wiflied to ftrike: and 
the whole, enriched with gems, that were, 
hitherto, unknown. 


The fabres, efpecially, whofe blades emit¬ 
ted q dazzling radiance; fixed more than all, 

the 
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the Caliphs attention; who promifed him- 
felf to decypher, at his leifure, the uncouth 
characters engraven on their fides. With¬ 
out, therefore, demanding their price; he 
Qrdered all the coined gold tD be brought 
from his treafury, and commanded the mer¬ 
chant to take what he pleafcd* The ftrgui- 
ger complied, with modefty and .filence. 

Vathek, imagining that the merchant’s 
taciturnity was occafioned by the awe which 
his prefence infpired; incouraged him to ad¬ 
vance, and afked him, with an air of conde- 
fcenfion: Who he was ? whence,he pame? 

and where he obtained fuch beautiful com¬ 
modities?” The man, or rather, mojifter, in- 
fiead of making a reply, thrice rubbed his 
forehead, which, as well as his body, was 
blacker than ebony; four times clapped his 
paunch, the projection of which was enor¬ 
mous; opened wide his hugs eyes, which 
glowed like firebrands; began to laugh 
with a hideous noife, and difeovered his 
long, amber-coloured teeth, beftreaked with 
green. 


The 
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The Caliph, though a little ftartled, renewed 
his inquiries; but, without being able to pro¬ 
cure a reply. At which, beginning to be 
ruffled, he exclaimed: “ Knoweft thou,Varlet, 
who I am? and at whom thou art aiming 
thy gibes?’’—Then, addreffing his guards,— 
“ Have ye heard him fpeak?—is he.dumb?” 
—“ He‘hath fpoken,” they replied, “ though 
but little.” “ Let him fpeak then again,” 
laid Vathek, “ and tell me, who he is, 
from whence he came; and where he pro¬ 
cured thefe lingular curiofities: or I fwear, 
by the afs of Balaam, that I will make 
him rue his pertinacity.” 

This menace was accompanied by the 
Caliph with one df his angry and perilous 
glances, which the ftranger fullained with¬ 
out the flighted; emotion; although his 
eyes were fixed on the terrible eye of the 
Prince, 

No words can defcribe the amazement of 
the Courtiers, when they beheld this rude 
merchant withftand the encounter, un¬ 
locked. They all fell proftrate with their 

faces 
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feces on the ground, to avoid the rifque of 
their lives ; and continued in the fame abjeft 
pofture, till the Caliph exclaimed in a furi¬ 
ous tone: “ Up,cowards! feizethe mifcreant! 
fee that he be committed to prifon, and 
guarded by the belt of my foldiers! Let him, 
however, retain the money I gave him; it is 
not my intent to take from him his pro¬ 
perty ; I only want him to fpeak/’ 

No fooner had he uttered thefe words, 
than the llranger was furrounded; pinioned 
with ftrong fetters; and hurried away to the 
prifon of the great tower; which was encom- 
palfed by feven empalements of iron bars, 
and armed with fpikes in every direction, 
longer and lharper than fpits. 

The Caliph, neverthelefs, remained in the 
molt violent agitation. He fat down indeed, 
to eat; but, of the three hundred covers 
that were daily placed before him, could tafte 
of no more than thirty-two. 

A diet to which he had been fo little ac- 
cuftomed, was fufficient of itfelf to prevent 

him 
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him from lleeping; what then muft be its effect 
when joined to the anxiety that preyed upon 
his fpirits ? At the firft glimpfe of dawn, he 
haftened to the prifon, again to importune 
this intra£table ftranger; but the rage of 
Vathek exceeded all bounds, on finding the 
prifon empty; the grates burft afunder; and 
his guards lying lifelefs around him. In the 
paroxyfm of his paffion he fell furioufly on 
the poor carcaffes, and kicked them till even¬ 
ing, without intermilfion. His Courtiers and 
Vifirs exerted their efforts to foothe his ex¬ 
travagance, but finding every expedient in¬ 
effectual, they all united in one vocifera¬ 
tion : “ The Caliph is gone mad! the Caliph 
is out of his fenfes!” 

This outcry, which was foon refounded 
through the ftreets of Samarah, at length 
reaching the ears of Carathis, his mother; ihe 
flew in the utmoft confternation to try her af- 
cendency on the mind of her fon. Her tears 
and careffes called off his attention ; and he 
was prevailed upon, by her intreaties, to be 
brought back to die palace. 

2. Carathis, 
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Carathis, apprehenfive of leaving Vathek 
to himfelf, caufed him to be put to bed; 
and featiflg herfelf by him, endeavoured, by 
her converfation, to heal and compofe him. 
Nor could any one have attempted it with 
better fuccefs; for, the Caliph not only loved, 
her as a mother ; but refpedted her, as a per- 
fon of fuperior genius. It was Ihe, who had 
induced him, being a Greek herfelf, to adopt 
all the fciences and fyftems of her country; 
which good Mufiulmans hold in fuch tho¬ 
rough abhorrence. 

Judicial aftrology was one of thofe fyftems, 
in which Carathis was a perfedt adept. She 
began therefore, with reminding her fon of 
the promife which the ftars had made him; 
and intimated an intention of confulting them 
again. “ Alas !” fighed the Caliph, as foon as 
he could fpeak, “ what a fool have I been! 
not for the kicks beftowed on my guards, 
yvho fo tamely fubmitted to death; but for 
never confidering, that this extraordinary man 
was the fame the planets had foretold; 
whom, inftead of ill-treating, I fhould 

have 
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have conciliated, by all the arts of per- 
fuafion.” 

(c The paft,” faid Carathis, “ cannot be re¬ 
called'; but ft behoves us to think of the fu->. 
ture: perhaps, you may again fee the objedfc, 
you fo much regret: it is poflible the in- 
fcriptions on the fahres will afford informa¬ 
tion. Eat. therefore, and take thy repofe, 
my dear fom We will confider, to-morrow* 
in what manner to a£t.” 

Vathek yielded to her counfel as well as he 
could; and arofe in the morning with a 
mind more at cafe. The fabres, he com¬ 
manded to be inftantly brought; and por¬ 
ing upon them, through a green,glafs, that 
their glittering might not dazzle, he fet 
himfelf in earneft to decypher the infcrip- 
tions; but his reiterated attempts were all of 
them nugatory : in vain did he beat his head, 
and bite his nails ; not a letter of the whole 
was he able to afcertain. So unlucky a dis¬ 
appointment Would have undone him again, 
had not Carathis, by good fortune, entered 
the apartment. 


“ Have 
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“ Have patience, fon!” faid lhe:—■** yoif, 
certainly, are poflefled of every important 
fcience; but, the knowledge of languages is a 
trifle, at bell; and the accomplilhment of 
hone, but a pedant. Ifiue forth a proclama¬ 
tion, that you will confer fuch rewards as be¬ 
come your greatnefs, upon any one that lhall 
interpret what you do not underftand, and 
what it is beneath you to learn; you will 
foon find your curiofity gratified.” 

“ That may be,” faid the Caliph; “but, 
in the mean time, I lhall be horribly difgulled 
by a crowd of fmatterers; who will come to 
the trial, as much for the pleafure of retail¬ 
ing their jargon, as from the hope of gaining 
the reward. To avoid this evil; it will be 
proper to add, that I will put every candi¬ 
date to death, who lhall fail to give fatisfac- 
tion: for, thank heaven! I have fkill enough 
to diltinguilh, between one that tranllates 
and one that invents.” 

“ Of that I have no doubt,” replied Cara- 
this; “ but, to put the ignorant to death is 
fomewhat fevere ; and may be productive of 

dangerous 
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dangerous effedbs; content yourfelf with 
commanding their beards to be burnt’: 
beards, in a date, are not quite fo effential, 
as men." 

The Caliph fubmitted to the reafons of 
his Mother; and fending for Morakanabad, 
his prime Vizir, faid: <c Let the common 
criers proclaim, not only in Samarah, but 
throughout every city my empire; that 
whofoever will repair hither, and decypher 
certain charadters, which appear to be inex¬ 
plicable; lhall experience the liberality for 
which I am renowned: but, that all who 
fail upon trial, lhall have their beards burnt 
off, to the laft hair. Let them add alfo, 
that I will beftow fifty beautiful Haves, and 
as many jars of apricots from the ifle of 
Kirmith > upon any man that lhall bring me 
intelligence of the ftranger.” 

The fobjedts of the Caliph, like their 
Sovereign, being great admirers of women, 
and apricots from Kirmith; felt their mouths 
water, at thefe promiles: but, were totally 
unable to gratify their hankering; for, no 
C one 
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one knew which way the Granger had 
gone. 

As to the Caliph’s other requifition, the 
refult was different. The learned; the half 
learned,* and thofe who were neither, but 
fancied themfelves equal to both; came 
boldly to hazard their beards, and all 
lhamefully loft them. 

The exaction of thefe forfeitures, which 
found fufficient employment for the Eu¬ 
nuchs, gave them fuch a fmell of finged hair, 
as greatly to difguft the Ladies of the Se¬ 
raglio; and make it neceffary, that this new 
occupation of their .guardians, fhould be 
transferred into other hands. 

At length, however, an old man prefented 
himfelf, whofe beard was a cubit and half 
longer than any, that had appeared before 
him. The officers of the palace whifpered to 
each other, as they ufhered him in: “ What 
a pity, fuch a beard fhould be burnt!” Even 
the Caliph, when he few it, concurred with 
them in opinion: but his concern was en¬ 
tirely 
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tirely needlefs. This venerable perfonage 
read the characters, with facility; and ex¬ 
plained them verbatim, as follows: <£ We 
were made where every thing good is made: 
we are the leaft of the wonders of a place, 
where all is wonderful; and deferving the 
fight of the firft Potentate on earth.” 

ic You tranflate admirably!” cried Vat- 
hek: ft I know to what thefe marvellous 
characters allude. Let him receive as many 
robes of honor, and thoufands of fequins of 
gold; as he hath fpoken words. I am in 
fome meafure relieved from the perplexity 
that embarraffed me!” 

Vathek invited the old man to dine, and- 
even to remain fome days in the palace. 
Unluckily for him, he accepted the offer; 
for the Caliph, having ordered him next 
morning to be called, faid: (C Read again to 
me what you have read already; X cannot hear 
too often the promise that is made me, 
the completion of which I languifh to ob¬ 
tain.” 
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The old man forthwith put on his greeji 
fpe&acles; hut, they inftantly dropped from 
his nofe, on perceiving that the chara&ers 
he had read the day preceding, had given 
place to others of different import. “ What 
ails you?” aflced the Caliph; “ and why 
thefe fymptoms of wonder ?”— <c Sovereign 
of the world,” replied the old man, “ thefe 
fabres hold another language to-day, from that 
they yefterday held.”—“ How fay you?” 
returned Vathek—but, it matters not! tell 
me, if you can, what they mean.” 

“ It is this, my Lord,” rejoined the old 
man: “ Woe to the ralh mortal who feeks 
to know that, of which he fliould remain 
ignorant; ahd to undertake that, which fur- 
paffeth his power !”—“ And woe to thee!” 
cried the Caliph, in a burl! of indignation; 
“ to-day, thou art void of underftanding; be¬ 
gone from my prefence, they fhn.Il burn but 
the half of thy beard, becaufe thou wert yef¬ 
terday fortunate in gueffing;—My gifts, I 
never refume.” 


The. 
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The old man, wife enough to perceive he 
had luckily efcaped, confidering the folly of 
difclofing fo difgufting a truth, immedi¬ 
ately withdrew, and appeared not again. 

But, it was not long before Vathek difco- 
vered abundant reafon to regret his precipi¬ 
tation : for, though he could not decypher 
the characters himfelf, yet, by conftantly 
poring upon them, he plainly perceived that 
they, every day, changed; and, unfortu¬ 
nately, no other candidate offered to explain 
them. This perplexing occupation inflamed 
his blood, dazzled his fight, and brought on 
a giddinefs and debility, that he could not 
fupport. He failed not, however, though 
in fo reduced a condition, to be often carried 
to his tower; as he flattered himfelf that he 
might there read in the liars, which he went 
to confult, fomething more congruous to his 
wifhes: but, in this, his hopes were deluded: 
for, his eyes, dimmed by the vapours of his 
head, began to fubferve his curioiity fo ill, 
that he beheld nothing but a thick, dun 
cloud; which he took for the raoft direful of 
©mens. 


C 3 
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Agitated with fo much anxiety, Vathek 
intirely loft all firmnefs; a fever feized him, 
and his -appetite failed. Inftead of being 
one of the greateft eaters, he became as dif- 
tinguilhed for drinking. So infatiable was 
the thirft which tormented him, that his 
mouth, like a funnel, was always open to re¬ 
ceive the various liquors that might be 
poured into it ; and, efpecially, cold water, 
which calmed him more than every other. 

This unhappy Prince, being thus inca¬ 
pacitated for the enjoyment of any pleafure, 
commanded the Palaces of the five fenfes to 
be Ihut up; forebore to appear in publick, 
either to difplay his magnificence, or admi- 
nlfter juftice; and retired to the inmoft apart¬ 
ment of his Harem. As he had ever been 
an indulgent hufband, his wives, over¬ 
whelmed with grief at his deplorable fitua- 
tion, inceffantly offered their prayers for 
his health, and unremittedly fupplied him 
with water. 

In the mean time, the Princefs Carathis, 
whofe affliction no words can defcribe, in¬ 
ftead 
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{lead of reftraining herfelf to fobbing and 
tears, was clofetted daily, with the Vizir 
Morakanabad; to find out fome cure, or mi¬ 
tigation, of the Caliph’s difeafe. Under the 
perfuafionthat it was caufed by enchantment; 
they turned over together, leaf by leaf, all 
the books of magick that might point out a 
remedy; and caufed the horrible ftranger, 
whom they accufed as the inchanter, to 
be every where fought for, with the ftri&eft 
diligence. 

At the diftance of a few miles from Sama- 
rah, flood a high mountain, whole fides were 
fwarded with wild thyme and bafil, and its 
fummit overfpread with fo delightful a 
plain, that it might be taken for the Paradife 
deftined for the faithful. Upon it, grew a 
hundred thickets of eglantine and other fra¬ 
grant lhrubs; a hundred arbours of rofes, 
jeffamine, and honeyluckle; as many clumps 
of orange trees, cedar, and citron; whofe 
branches interwoven with the palm, the 
pomegranate, and the vine, prefented every 
luxury that could regale the eye, or the tafte. 
The ground was flrewed with iolets, hare- 
C 4 bells, 
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belts, and panfies; in the mid it 6f Which 
fining forth tufts of johquils, hyacinths, and' 
carnations; with every other perfume that 
impregnates the air. Fout Fountains not 
lfefs clear than deep, and fo abundant as to 
Aake the thirft of ten armies, feemed pur- 
pofely placed here, to make the fCeiie more 
refemble the garden of Eden; which waS 
watered by the four facred rivers. Here, the 
nightingale fang the birth of the rofe, her 
well-beloved, and, at the fame time;lamented 
its fliort-lived beauty; whilft the turtle de¬ 
plored the lofs of more lubftantial pleafures, 
and the wakeful lark hailed the riling light, 
that re-animates the whole creation. Here, 
more than any where, the mingled melodies 
of birds exprefled the various pailions they 
infpired; as if the exquifite fruits, which 
they pecked at pleafure, had given them a 
■double energy. 

To this mountain, Vathek was fometimes 
brought, for the fake of breathing a purerair; 
and, efpecialiy, to drink at Will of the FoUr 
Fountains; which were reputed in the higheft 
degree falubrious, and facred to himfelf. His 


atten- 
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attendants Were his Mother, his wives, and 
fome Eunuchs; who afliduoufly empld^td 
themfelves in filling capacious bowls of rock 
cryftal, and emuloufly prefenting them to him. 
But it frequently happened that his avidity 
exceeded their zeal; infomuch, that he could 
proftrate himfelfupon the ground to lap up 
the water, of which he could never have 
enough. 

One day, when this unhappy Prince had 
been long lying in fo debafing a pofture, a 
voice, hoarfe but ftrong, thus addrefied him: 
Tc Why affumeft thou the funftion of a dog, 
O Caliph, fo proud of thy dignity and 
power!” At this apoftrophe, he raifed up 
his head, and beheld the ftranger that had 
caufed him fo much affliction. Inflamed with 
anger at the fight, he exclaimed: “ Accurfed 
Giaour! what comeft thou hither to do! — 
is it not enough, to have transformed a 
Prince, remarkable for his agility, into one of 
tliofe leather barrels, which the Bedouin 
Arabs carry on their camels, when they tra- 
verfe the deferts ? Perceivefi: thou not, that 
2 I may 
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I may perifh by drinking to exeefs, no lefs 
than by a total abftinence 

** Drink then this draught,” faid the 
Stranger, as he prefented to him a phial of a 
red and yellow mixture; “ and, to fatiate 
the third; of thy foul, as well as of thy body; 
know, that I am an Indian; but, from a 
region of India, which is wholly un¬ 
known.” 

The Caliph, delighted to fee his defires 
accomplilhed, in part, and flattering him- 
felf with the hope of obtaining their entire 
fulfilment, without a moment’s hefitation, 
fwallowed the potion, and inftantaneoufly 
found his health reftored; his third: appeafed; 
and his limbs as agile as ever. 

In the tranfports of his joy, Vathek leaped 
upon the neck of the frightful Indian, and 
killed his horrid mouth and hollow cheeks, 
as though they had been the coral lips, and 
the lilies and rofes of his mod beautiful 
wives: whilfl: they, lefs terrified, than jea¬ 
lous, at the fight, dropped their veils, to hide 

the 
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the blufh of mortification, that fuffufed their 
foreheads. 

Nor would the fcene have clofed here, had 
not Carathis, with all the art of infinuation, 
a little reprefied the raptures of her fon. 
Having prevailed upon him to return to 
Samarah, Ihe caufed a herald to precede him; 
whom Ihe commanded to proclaim as loudly 
as poffible: “ The wonderful ftranger hath 
appeared again; he hath healed the Caliph; 
he hath fpoken! he hath fpoken!” 

Forthwith, all the inhabitants of this vaft 
city, quitted their habitations, and ran to¬ 
gether in crouds to fee the proceflion of 
Vathek, and the Indian; whom they now 
bleffed, as much as they had before ex¬ 
ecrated; incefiantly Ihouting: <e He hath 
healed our Sovereign; he hath fpoken! he 
hath fpoken!” Nor were thefe words for¬ 
gotten in the publick feftivals, which were 
celebrated, the fame evening, to teftify the 
general joy; for the Poets applied them 
as a chorus, to all the fongs they com- 
pofed. 


The 
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The Caliph, in the mean while, caufej 
die Palaces of the fenfes to be 'again fet 
open; and,^as he found hiipfelf prompted 
to vifit that of tafte, in preference to the reft, 
immediately ordered a fplendid entertain¬ 
ment; to which his great Officers, and fa¬ 
vourite Courtiers were all invited. The In¬ 
dian, who was placed near the Prince, feemed 
to think that, as a proper acknowledgement 
of fo diflinguifhed a privilege, he could nei¬ 
ther eat, drink, nor talk too much. The 
various dainties were no fooner ferved up, 
than they vaniftied; to the great mortifica¬ 
tion! of Vathek, who piqued himfelf on being 
the greateft eater alive; and, at this time in 
particular, had an excellent appetite. 

Tire reft of the company looked round at 
each other, in amazement; but the Indian, 
without appearing to obferve it, quaffed 
large bumpers to the health of each of them; 
•fling in a ftyle altogether extravagant; re¬ 
lated ftories, at which he laughed immode¬ 
rately; and poured forth extemporaneous 
verfes; which would not have been thought 
bad, but for the ftrange grimaces with 

which 
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4??hich they were uttered. 1$ a word, his 
loquacity was. equal to that of a handled 
Aftrojogers; ^e-,ate as much as a hundred 
porters, and caroufed in proportion. 

The Caliph, notwithftanding the Cable 
had been thirty times covered, found him- 
fqlf incommoded by the voracioufnefs of bis 
gueft, who was now considerably declined in 
t^e Prince’^ efteem. V^thfik, however, be¬ 
ing unwilling to betray the chagrin he could 
hardly difguife; faid, in a whifper, to Baba- 
balouk, the chief of his Eunuchs: "You 
fee how enormous his performances, in every 
way, are; what would be the confequence 
ihquld he get at rny wives!—Go! redouble 
your vigilance; nod, be fure, look well to my 
•Cireaffians; who. would be more to his tafc 
than all of the reft.” 

The bird of the morning had thrice ro* 
mewed his fong, when the hour of the Divan 
founded. Vathek, in gratitude to his fub- 
jedls, having promifed to attend, immedi¬ 
ately arofe from table,.and repaired thit-hiac, 
leaning upon his Vizir who could fcarcely 

fupport; 
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fupport him: fo difordered was the poor 
Prince by the wine he had drunk, and {till 
more, by the extravagant vagaries of his 
boifterous gueft» 

The Vizirs, the officers of the crown, and 
of the law, arranged themfelves in a femi- 
circle, about their Sovereign, and preferred a 
refpe&ful filence; whilft the Indian, who 
looked as cool as if come from a faft, fat 
down, without ceremony, on a ftep of the 
throne; laughing in his fleeve at the indig¬ 
nation, with which his temerity had filled 
the fpe&ators. 

The Caliph, however, whofe ideas were 
confufed, and his head embarrafied, went on 
adminiftering juftice at hap-hazard; till, at 
length, the Prime Vizir perceiving his fitua- 
tion, hit upon a fudden expedient to inter¬ 
rupt the audience, and refcue the honour of 
his mafter; to whom he faid, in a whifper 1 
* e My Lord, the Princefs Carathis. who 
hath paffed the night in confulting the pla¬ 
nets, informs you, that they portend you 
evil; and the danger is urgent. Beware, 

left 
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left this ftranger, whom you have fo laviftily 
recompenfed for his magical gewgaws, 
fho«ld make fome attempt on your life: 
his liquor, which at firll had the appearance 
of effecting your cure, may be no more than 
a poifon of a fudden operation. Slight not 
this furmife: alk him, at leaft, of what it 
was compounded; whence he procured it; 
and mention the fabres, which you feem to 
have forgotten.” 

Vathek, to whom the infolent airs of the 
ftranger became every moment lefs fupport- 
able, intimated to his Vizir, by a wink of 
acquiefcence, that he would adopt his ad¬ 
vice; and, at once, turning towards the In¬ 
dian, faid: “ Get up, and declare in full 
Divan, of what drugs the liquor was com¬ 
pounded, you enjoined me to take; for it is 
fufpe&ed to be poifon : add alfo, the expla¬ 
nation I have fo earneftly defired, concern¬ 
ing the fabres you fold me; and, thus, lliew 
your gratitude for the favours heaped on 
you.” 

Having pronounced thefe words, in as 
moderate a tone as a Caliph well could, he 
4 waited 
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waited in - filent expe&ation for an anfwef. 
But, the Indian, ftill keeping his feat, began 
to renew his loud fhouts of laughter, and ex¬ 
hibit the fame horrid grimaces he had 
fhewn them before; without vouchfafmg a 
word, in reply. Vathek, no longer able to 
brook fuch infolence, immediately kicked 
him from the fteps; inftantly defcending, 
repeated his blow; and perfifted, with fuch 
affiduity, as incited all who were prefent, 
to follow his example. Every foot was 
aimed at the Indian; and no fooner had any 
one given him a kick, than he felt him- 
felf conftrained to reiterate the ftrbke. 

The ftranger afforded them no fmail en¬ 
tertainment : for, being both, fhort and 
plump, he collected himfelf into a ball; 
and rolled round on all fides, at the blows 
of his affailants : who preffed after him, 
wherever he turned, with an eagernefs be¬ 
yond conception; whilft their numbers were, 
every moment, increafing. The ball indeed, 
in paffing from one apartment to another, 
drew every perfon after it that came in its 
way; infomuch, that the whole palace was 

thrown 
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thrown into confulion; and refounded with a 
tremendous clamour. The women of the 
Harem, artiazed at the uproar, flew to their 
blinds to difcover the caufe; but, no fooner 
did they catch a glimpfe of the ball, than, 
feeling themfelves unable to refrain, they 
broke from the clutches of their Eunuchs; 
who, to flop their flight, pinched them till 
they bled; but, in vain: whilft themfelves, 
though trembling with terror at the efcape 
of their charge, were as incapable of refilling 
the attraction. 

The Indian, after having traverfed the 
halls, galleries, chambers, kitchens, gardens 
and {tables of the Palace, at laft, took his 
courfe through the courts; whilft the Ca¬ 
liph, purfiiing him clofer than the reft, be¬ 
llowed as many kicks as he poffibly could; 
yet, not without receiving now and then one; 
which his competitors, in their eagernefs, 
defigned for the ball. 

Carathis, Morakanabad, and two or three 
oldHTizirs, whofe wifdom had hitherto with- 
ftood the attraction; wilhing to prevent Vat- 
D hek 
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hek from expofirig himfelf in theprefitnce 
of hisdfubjefrs, fell down in his way, to im¬ 
pede the purfuit: but he, • regardlefs of 
their obftru&ion, leaped over their, heads, 
and went on as before. They then ordered 
the. Muezins, to call, the people to prayers; 
both for the fake of getting them out of the 
way, and of endeavouring, by their petitions, 
to avert the calamity : but, neither of thefe 
expedients was a whit more fuccefsful. The 
fight of this fatal ball, was alone fufficient to 
draw after it every beholder. The Muezins 
themfelves, though they faw it but at a dif- 
tance, haftened down from their minarets* 
and mixed with the crowd; which conti¬ 
nued to increafe, in fo furprifing a manner, 
that fcaree an inhabitant was left, in Sama- 
rah; except the aged; the ficki, confined 
to their beds; and infants at the bread; 
whofe nurfes could run more nimbly with¬ 
out .them. ...Even Carathis, MoraRanabad, 
and the reft, were all become of the party. 

The Ihrill fcreams of the females,, who 
had broken from their apartments, and were 
unable to extricate themfelves from the 

prefture 
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J)reffure of the croud; together with thofe 
of the Eunuchs, joftling after them; ter¬ 
rified, left their charge fhould efcape from 
their fight; increafed by the execrations of 
hufbands, urging forward and menacing 
both; kicks given, and received; {tumblings 
and overthrows, at every ftep: in a word, 
the confufion that univerfally prevailed, ren¬ 
dered Samarah, like a city taken by ftorm, 
and devoted to. abfolute plunder. 

At laft, the curfed Indian, who ftill pre- 
ferved his rotundity of figure, after paffing 
through all the ftreets, and publick places ; 
and leaving them empty; rolled onwards to 
the plain of Catoul, and traverfed the valley, 
at the foot of the mountain of the Four 
Fountains. 

As a continual fall of water had excavated 
an immenfe gulph in the .valley; whole, op- 
pofite fide was clofed in by a fteep acclivity, 
the Caliph and his attendants-were appre- 
henfive, left the ball fhould bound into the 
chafm, and, to prevent it, redoubled their 
efforts; but, in vain. The Indian perfevered 
D 
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in his onward direction; and, as had been 
apprehended, glancing from the precipice 
with the rapidity of lightning, was loft in 
the gulph below. 

Vathek would have followed the perfidious 
Giaour, had not an invifible agency arrefted 
his progrefs. The multitude that prefied 
After him, were, at once, checked in the 
fame manner; and a calm, inftantaneoufly, 
enfued. They all gazed at each other with 
an air of aftonifhment; and notwithftanding 
that the lofs of veils and turbans, together 
with torn habits, and duft blended with 
fweat, prefented a moft laughable fpedtacle; 
there was not one fmile to be feen: on the 
contrary, all, with looks of confufion and 
fadnefs, returned in filence to Samarah, and 
retired to their inmoft apartments; without 
ever refle&ing, that they had been impelled, 
by an invifible power, into the extravagance, 
for which they reproached themfelves: for, 
it is but juft, that men, who fo often arro¬ 
gate to their own merit the good of which 
they are but inftruments, fhould attribute 

to 
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to themfelves the abfurdities, which they 
could not prevent. 

The Caliph was the only perfon, that re- 
fufed to leave the valley. He commanded 
his tents to be pitched there; and ftationed 
himfelf, on,the very edge of the precipice, in 
fpite of the reprefentations of Carathis and 
Morakanabad; who pointed out the hazard 
of its brink giving way; and the vicinity to 
the Magician, that had fo feverely tormented 
him. Yathek derided all their remonftran- 
ces; and, having ordered a thoufand flam¬ 
beaus to be lighted, and directed his atten¬ 
dants to proceed in lighting more; lay down 
on the flippery margin, and attempted, by 
the help of this artificial fplendor, to look 
through that gloom, which all the fires of 
the empyrean had been infufficient to per¬ 
vade. One while, he fancied to himfelf 
voices arifing from the depth of the gulph: 
at another, he feemed to diftinguilh the ac¬ 
cents of the Indian; but, all was no more 
than the hollow murmur of waters, and the 
din of the catara&s that rufhed from fteep to 
fteep, down the fides of the mountain. 

D 3 Having 
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Having paffed the night in this cruel 
perturbation; the Caliph,- at day-break, re¬ 
tired to his tent; where, without taking 
the leaft fuftenance, he continued to doze, 
till the dufk of evening began again to come 
on. He then refumed his vigils, as before, 
and perfevered in obferving them, for many 
nights together. At length, fatigued with 
fo fuceefslefs an employment, he fought re¬ 
lief from change. To . this end, he fome- 
times paced with hafty ftrides acrofs the 
plain; and, as he wildly gazed at the ftars, 
reproached them with having deceived him; 
but lo ! on a fudden, the clear blue.iky ap¬ 
peared ftreaked over with ftreams of blood; 
which reached from the valley, even to the 
city of Samarah. As this awful phenomenon 
feemed to touch his tower,Vathek, at firft, 
thought of repairing thither, to view it more 
diftinttly: but, feeling himfelf unable to ad¬ 
vance, and being overcome with apprehen¬ 
sion, he muffled up his face in his robe. 

Terrifying as thefe prodigies were, this 
imprefflon -upon him was no more than mo¬ 
mentary; and ferved only to ftimulate' his 
love of the marvellous. Inftead, therefore, 

of 
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of returning to his palace, he perfifted in the 
refolution of abiding where the Indian va- 
nifhed from his view. One nighr, however, 
while he was walking, as ufual, on the plain; 
the moon and the ftars, at once, were 
eclipfed, and a total darknefs enfued. The 
earth trembled beneath him, and a voice 
came forth, the voice of the Giaour; who, 
in accents more fonorous than thunder, thus 
addrefied him: “ Wouldeft thou devote thy- 
felf to me ? Adore then the terreftrial influ¬ 
ences; and abjure Mahomet. Onthefe con¬ 
ditions, I will bring thee to the Palace of 
fubterranean fire. There, fhalt thou behold 
in immenfe depofitories the treafures, which 
the ftars have promifed thee; and which 
will be conferred by thofe Intelligences, 
whom thou fhalt, thus, render propiti¬ 
ous, It was from thence, I brought my fa- 
bres; and it is there that Soliman Ben. Daoud 
repofes, furrounded by the talifmans that 
controul the world.” 

The aftonifhed Caliph trembled as he an- 
fwered, yet in a ftyle that fhewed him to be 
no novice in preternatural adventures: 

D 4 “ Where 
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“ Where art thou? be prefent to my eyes; 
diffipate the gloom that perplexes me, and, 
pf which, I deem thee the caufe: after the 
many flambeaus I have burnt to difcover 
thee, thou mayft, at leaft, grant a glimpfe 
of thy horrible vifage,”—Abjure then 
Mahomet, 1 ’ replied the Indian, if and pro- 
mi fe me full proofs of thy fincerity: other- 
wife, thou flialt "never behold me again.” 
The unhappy Caliph, inftigated by infatiable 
curiofity, lavilhed his promifes, in the ut- 
moft profufion. The Iky, immediately, bright¬ 
ened ; and, by the light of the pjanets, 
which feemed almoft to blaze, Vathek be¬ 
held the earth open; and, at the extremity 
of a vaft black chafm, a portal of ebony; 
before which flood the Indian, ftill blacker, 
holding in his hand a golden key, that caufed 
the Jock to refound. 

(< How,” cried Vathek, « can I defcend 
to thee, without the certainty pf breaking 
my neck ?—come take me, and inftantly 
Open the portal.”—“ Not fo faft,” replied 
the Indian, “ impatient Caliph !—Know 
that I am parched with third, and cannot 

open 
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open this door, till my thirft be thoroughly 
appealed. I require the bjood of fifty of 
the moft beautiful fons of thy vizirs and 
great men; or, neither can ray thirft, nor 
thy curiofity be fetisfied. Return to Sa- 
marah; procure for me this neceflary li¬ 
bation; come back hither; throw it thy- 
felf, into this chafm; and, then lhalt thou 
fee!” — Having thus fpoken, the Indian 
turned his back on the Caliph, who, in¬ 
cited by the fuggeftion of Demons, refolved 
on the direful facrifice.—He now pretended 
to have regained his tranquillity, and fet out 
for Samarah amidft the acclamations of a 
people, who ftill loved him, and forbore 
not to rejoice, when they believed him to 
have recovered his reafon. So fuccefcfully 
did he conceal the emotion of his heart, that, 
even, Carathis and Morakanabad were equab¬ 
ly deceived with the reft. Nothing was 
heard of, hut feftivals and rejoicings. The 
ball, which no tongue had hitherto ven¬ 
tured to mention, was again brought on the 
tapis. A general laugh went round; though 
many, ftill fmarting under the hands of the 
furgeon, from the hurts received in that 

memorable 
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.memorable adventure, had no great reafoa 
for mirth. 

The prevalence of this gay humour, was 
not a little grateful to Vathek; as perceiv¬ 
ing how much it conduced to his projedb 
He put on the appearance of affability 
to every one; but, efpecially, to his 
Vizirs, and the-Grandees of his court; 
whom he failed not to regale with a fump- 
tuous banquet; during which, he infenfibly 
inclined tlje converfation to the children of 
his guCfts. Having afked, with a good- 
naftUred air, who of them were bleffed with 
the handfomeft boys ; every father, at once, 
aflerted the pretenfions of his own; and 
the conteft imperceptibly grew fo warm, 
that nothing could have withholden them 
from coming to blows, but their profound 
reverence for the perfon of the Caliph. 
Under the pretence, therefore, of recon¬ 
ciling the difputants,. Vathek took upon 
him to decide: and, with this view, com¬ 
manded the boys to be brought. 
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It was not long before a troop of thefe 
poor children made their appearance; all 
equipped by their fond mothers with fuch 
ornaments, as might give the greateft relief 
to their beauty; or moft advantageoufly dif- 
play the graces of their age. But, whilft 
this brilliant affemblage attrafted the eyes 
and hearts of every one befides, the Caliph 
fcrutinized each, in his turn, with a malig- 
nent avidity, that paffed for attention; and 
felefted from their number, the fifty whom 
he judged the Giaour would prefer. 

With an equal Ihew of kindnefs as before, 
he propofed to celebrate a feftival on the 
plain, for the entertainment of his young 
favourites; who, he faid, ought to rejoice, 
ftill more than all, at the reftoration of his 
health, on account of the favours he intended 
for them. 

The Caliph’s propofal was received with 
the greateft delight; and foon publiflied 
through Samarah. Litters, camels, and 
horfes were prepared.. Women and children, 
old men and young, every one placed him- 

fclf 
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felf in thed&ationhe chofe. The cavalcade 
fet forward, attended by all the confe&ioners 
in the city and its precin&s: the populace. 
Following on foot, compofed an amazing 
crowds and occafianed no little noife. All 
Was joy; nor did any one call to mind, what 
moft of them had fuffered, when they firfl: 
travelled the road they were now palling lb 
gayly. 


The evening was ferene, the air refrelhing, 
the Iky clear, and the flowers exhaled their 
fragrance. The beams of the declining fun, 
whofe mild fplendour repofed on the fummit 
of the mountain, flied a glow of ruddy light 
over its green declivity, and the white flocks 
fporting upon it. No founds were audible, 
fave the murmurs of the Four Fountains; and 
the reeds and voices of fhepherds; call¬ 
ing to each other, from different emi¬ 
nences. 

The lovely innocents proceeding to the 
deftined facrifice, added not a little to the 
hilarity of the feene. They approached 
the plain full of fportivenefs ; fomecourfing 
6 butterflies; 
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butterflies; others culling flowers; or pick¬ 
ing up the lhining little pebbles that at- 
tradred their notice. At intervals, they mm*- 
bly flatted from each other; for the lake of 
being caught again, and mutually impasting 
a thoufand carefles. 

The dreadful chafm, at whofe bottom the 
portal of ebony was placed, began to ap¬ 
pear, at a diftance. It looked like a black 
ftreak that divided the plain. Morakanahad 
and his companions, took it for. fome work 
which the Caliph had ordered. Unhappy 
men! little did they furmife, for what it was 
deftined. 

Vathek, not liking they fliould examine 
it too nearly, flopped the proceiflon; and 
ordered a fpacious circle to be formed on this 
fide, at fome diftance from the accurfed chafm* 
The body-guard of Eunuchs was detached, to 
meafure out the lifts intended for the games ; 
and prepare ringles for the lines, to keep-off 
the crowd. The fifty competitors Were foon 
ftripped, and prefented to the admiration of 
the fpedtators, the lupplenefs and grace of 

their 
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their delicate limbs. Their eyes fparkled 
with a joy, which thofe of their fond pa¬ 
rents reflected. Every one offered wiffies For 
the little candidate neareft his heart; and 
doubted not of his being victorious. A 
breathlefs fufpence awaited the conteft, df 
thefe amiable and innocent victims. 

'■ The Caliph, availing himfelf of the firft 
moment to retire from the crowd, advanced 
towards the chafin; and there heard, yet not 
without ffiuddering, the voice of the Indian; 
who, gnafhing his teeth, eagerly demanded : 
“ Where are they ?—Where are they ?—per- 
Ceiveft'thou not how my mouth waters?”— 
“ Relentlefs Giaour!” anfwered Vathek, with 
emotion; “ can nothing content thee but 
the mahacre of thefe lovely victims? Ah! 
wert thou to behold their beauty, it muff 
certainly move thy compaffion.”—“ Perdi¬ 
tion on .thy compaffion, Babler!” cried the 
Indian: “ Give them me; inftantly give 
them; or, my portal ffiall be clofed againft 
thee, for ever!” “ Not fo loudly,” replied 
the Caliph, blulhing.—“ I underhand thee,” 
returned the Giaour with the grin of an 

Ogrej 
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Ogre; “ thou .wanted to fummon iip more 
prefence of mind: I will, for a moment* for:’ 
bear.”* 

During this exquifite: dialogue, the games 
went forward with all alacrity ; and at length 
concluded, juft as the twilight began to over- 
call: the mountains. Vathefc, whor.was ftill 
ftanding on-the edge of the chafm, called 
out, with all his might: “ Let my fifty little 
favourites approach me, Separately; and let 
them come, in the order of their fuecefs. 
To the firft, I will give my diamond bracelet; 
' to the fecond/my collar pf emeralds; to the 
third, my aigret of rubieis; ;to the foprth, 
my girdle of topazes; and to the reft, each 
a part of my drefs, even, down to my flip-r 
pers.” 

This declaration was received with reite-f 
rated acclamations; and all extolled the libe¬ 
rality of a Prince, who would thus ftrip 
himfelf, for the amufement of his:. fubje£b, 
and the encouragement of the riling gene¬ 
ration. 


The 
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The Caliph, in the meaft while, uiidreffed 
hffirfatf by degrees; and, railing, his arm 
as high as he was able, made each the 
prizes glitter in the air; but, whilft he 
delivered it, winch one hand, to fhe child, 
who- fymnjgriosward to receive it; he, with 
the others pufhed the poor innocent into 
the gulpb ; where: tb® Giaour, with a fulien. 
muttering,- incefibndy, repeated; “ More 1 
more!” 

This dreadful) device was executed with 
fo much dexterity, that die hoy who was 
approaching him, remained unconfcious 
of the fete of his fore-runner; and, as 
to the fpe&ators, the lhades of evening, to¬ 
gether with their diftance, precluded them 
from perceiving any objeft, diftin£tly. Vat- 
hek, having in this manner thrown in the 
laft of the fifty; and, expefting that the 
Giaour, on- receiving him, would have pre¬ 
dated the key; already fancied himfelf, as 
great as- Soliman, and, confequently, above 
being amenable for what he had done:— 
when, to his utter amazement, the chafm 

* clofed. 
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fclofed, and the ground became as entire, as 
the reft of the plain. 

No language could exprefs his rage and 
defpair. He execrated the perfidy of the 
Indian; loaded him, with the moft in¬ 
famous inve&ives; and ftamped with his 
foot, as refolving to be heard. He perfifted 
in this demeanor, till his ftrength failed 
him ; and, then, fell on the earth, like one 
void of fenfe. His Vizirs and Grandees, 
tvho were neater than the reft, fuppofed him, 
at firft, to be fitting on the grafs, at play 
with their amiable children ; but, at length, 
prompted by-doubt, they advanced towards 
the fpot, and found the Caliph alone ; who 
wildly demanded, what they wanted ? “ Our 
children! our children!” cried they. “It 
is, affuredly, pleafant,” faid he, “ to make 
me accountable for accidents. Your chil¬ 
dren, while at play, fell from the precipice 
that was here; and I ftiould have experienced 
their fate, had I not been faved by a fudden 
ftart back.” 


£ 
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At thcfe words, the Fathers of the fifty 
hoys cried out aloud ; the mothers repeated 
their exclamations an oftave higher; whilft 
the reft, without knowing the caufe, foon 
drowned the voices of both, with itill 
louder lamentations of their own. “ Our Ca¬ 
liph,” faid they, and the report, foon circu¬ 
lated, “ Our Caliph has played us this trick, 
to gratify his accurfed Giaoyr. Let us 
punifli him for his perfidy! let us avenge 
.ourfelves! let us avenge the blood of the in¬ 
nocent ! let us throw this cruel Prince into the 
gulph that is near, and let his name be men¬ 
tioned no more!” 

At this rumour, and thefe menaces; Cara- 
this, full of confternatioa, haftened to Mora- 
kanabad, and faid: “ Vizir, you have loft 
two beautiful boys, and muft neceflarily be 
the moft afflicted of Fathers; but you are 
virtuous; fave your matter .”—“ I will brave 
every hazard,” replied the Vizir, “ to refcue 
him from his prefent danger; but, after¬ 
wards, will abandon him to Jus fate. JBaba- 
balouk,” continued he, “ put yourfelf at 
the head of your Eunuchs: difperfe the mob, 

and. 
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and, if poffible, bring back this unhappy 
Prince, to his palace/’ Bababalouk and his 
fraternity, felicitating each other in a low 
voice, on their difability of ever being fa¬ 
thers, obeyed the mandate of the Vizir; who, 
feconding their exertions, to the utmoft of 
his power, at length, accomplifhed his ge¬ 
nerous enterprize; and retired, as he re- 
folved, to lament, at his leifure. 

No fooner had the Caliph re-entered his 
palace, than Carathis commanded the doors 
to be fattened; but, perceiving the tumult 
to be ftill violent, and hearing the impreca¬ 
tion which refounded from all quarters, flic 
faid to her fon: “ Whether the populace 
be right cr wrong, it behoves you to pro¬ 
vide for your fafety; let us retire to your 
own apartment, and, from thence, through 
the fubterranean paflage, known only to 
ourfelves, into your tower: there, with the 
afiiftance of the mutes who never leave it, 
we may be able to make -fome refiftance. 
Bababalouk, fuppofing us to be ftill in the 
palace, will guard its avenues, for his own 
fake; and We fhall foon find, without the 
E 2 counfels 
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counfels of that blubberer Morakanabad, 
what expedient may be the beft to adopt. 

Vathek, without making the leaft reply, 
acquiefced in his Mother’s propofal; and re¬ 
peated, as he went: “ Nefarious Giaour! 
where art thou ? haft thou not yet devoured 
thofe poor Children ? where are thy fabres ? 
thy golden key ? thy talifmans ?”—Carathis, 
who guefled, from thefe interrogations, a 
part of the truth; had no difficulty to appre¬ 
hend, in getting at the whole; as foon as he 
Ihould be a little compofed, in his tower. 
This Princefs was fo far from being influ¬ 
enced by fcruples, that flie was as wicked, 
as woman could be; which is not faying a 
little; for the fex pique themfelves on their 
fuperiority, in every competition. The re¬ 
cital of the Caliph, therefore, occalioned nei¬ 
ther terror, nor furprize to his mother: ihe 
felt no emotion, but from the promifes of 
the Giaour; and faid to her fon: “ This 
Giaour, it muft be confefled, is fomewhat 
fanguinary in his tafte; but, the terreftrial 
Powers are always terrible; neverthelefs, 
what the one hath promifed, and the others 
4 can 
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can confer, will prove a fufficient indemnifi¬ 
cation. No crimes fliould be thought too 
dear, for fuch a reward: forbear, then, to 
revile the Indian; you have not fulfilled the 
conditions to which his ferviees are annexed* 
for inftance; is not a facrifice, to the fubter- 
ranean Genii, required ? and, fhould we not 
be prepared to offer it, as foon as the tumult 
is fubfided ? This charge I will take on my- 
felf; and have no doubt of fucceeding, by 
means of your treafures; which, as there are 
now fo many others in ftore, may, without 
fear, be exhaufted.” 

Accordingly, the Princefs, who poflefled 
the moft confummate fkill in the art of per- 
fuafion, went immediately back through the 
fubterranean paflage; and, prefenting herfelf 
to the populace, from a window of the pa¬ 
lace; began to harangue them, with all the 
addrefs of which fhe was miftrefs; whilft Ba« 
babalouk lhowered money, from both hands, 
amongft the crowd; who, by thefe united 
means, were foon appeafed. Every perfon 
retired to his home, and Carathis returned 
to the tpwer. 

E 3 Prayer, 
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Prayer, 2fc break of day, was announced, 
when, Carathis and Vathek afcended the 
Heps, which led to the fummit of the tower; 
where they remained, for fome time, though, 
the weather was lowering and wet. This 
impending gloom correfponded with theif 
malignant difpolitions; but, when the fun 
began to break through the clouds, they or¬ 
dered a "pavillion to be raifed, as a fcreen 
from the intrufion of his beams. The Ca¬ 
liph, overcome with fatigue, fought refrelh- 
ment from repofe; at the fame time, hoping 
that fignificant dreams might attend on his 
lumbers; whilft the indefatigable Carathis, 
followed by a party of her mutes, defcended 
to prfepare whatever fhe judged proper, for 
the oblation of the approaching night. 

By fecret flairs, known only to herfelf and 
to her fob, flie firft repaired to the myfteri- 
ous recedes, in which were depofited the 
mummies, that had been brought from the 
catacombs of the ancient Pharaohs. Of 
thefe, fhe ordered feveral to be taken. From 
thence, fhe reforted to a gallery; where, un¬ 
der the guard of fifty female Negroes, mute, 

and 
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and Wind of the right eye, were preferred, the 
oil of the moll venomous lerpents; rhinoce¬ 
ros’ horns ; and woods of a fubtile and pene¬ 
trating odour, procured from the interior of 
the Indies ; together with a thoufand other 
horrible rarities. This colleftion had been 
formed for a purpofe like the prefent, by 
Carathis herfelf; from a prefentiment, that 
fhe might, one day, enjoy fome intercourfc 
with the infernal powers: to whom fhe had 
ever been paffionately attached ; and to 
whole talk, fhe was no ftranger. 

To familiarize herfelf the better with the 
horrors in view, the Princefs remained in 
the company of her NegrefFes, who fquinted, 
in the molt amiable manner, from the only 
eye they had; and leered, with exquifite de¬ 
light, at the fkulls and fkeletons, which Ca¬ 
rathis had drawn forth from her cabinets; 
whofe key, fhe intrufted to no one: all of 
them making contortions, and uttering a 
frightful jargon, but very amufing to the 
Princefs; till, at laft, being ftunned by their 
gibbering, and fuffocated by the potency of 
their exhalations, Ihe was forced to quit 
E 4 the 
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the gallery, after Gripping it of a part of its 
treafures. 

Whilft fhe was thus occupied, the Caliph, 
who, inftead of the vifions he expedted, 
had acquired in thefe infubftantial regions, a 
voracious appetite; was greatly provoked at 
the Negrefles. For, having totally forgotten 
their deafnefs, he had impatiently alked 
them for food; and, feeing them regardlefs 
pf his demand, he began to cuff, pinch, and 
pufh them, till Carathis arrived to terminate 
a fcene fo indecent; to the great content of 
thefe miferable creatures: who, having been 
brought up by her, underftood all her figns, 
and communicated, in the fame way, their 
thoughts in return. ££ Son! what mpans all 
this?” faid Ihe, panting for breath. “ I 
thought I heard, as I came up, the fhrieks 
of a thoufand bats, tearing from their cranr 
nies in the recedes of a cavern; and it was the 
outcry only of thefe poor mutes, whom you 
.were, fo unmercifully, abufing. In truth, 
you but ill deferve the admirable provifion I 
have brought you.”— ££ (Give it me, in- 
ftantly,” exclaimed the Caliph; ££ I arq pe- 

rifhing 
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rffliing for hunger!”—“As to that,”anfwered 
lhe, “ you muft have an excellent ftomach; if 
it can digeft what I have been preparing.”— 
“ Be quick,” replied the Caliph;—“ but, 
oh heavens! what horrors! what do you in¬ 
tend?” “' Come; come;” returned Carathis, 
“ be not fo fqueamifh; but, help me to arrange 
every thing properly; and you lhall fee that, 
what you rejeft with fuch fymptoms of dif- 
guft, will foon complete your felicity. Let 
\is get ready the pile, for the facrifice of to¬ 
night; and think not of eating, till that is 
performed: know you not, that all folemn 
rites are preceded by a rigorous abfti- 
nence ?” 

The Caliph, not daring to objeffc, aban¬ 
doned himfelf to grief, and the wind that 
ravaged his entrails; whilft his mother went 
forward, with the requifite operations. 
Phials of ferpents oil, mummies, and bones 
were foon fet in order, on the baluftrade of 
the tower. The pile began to rife; and, in 
three hours, was as many cubits high. At 
length, darknefs approached, and Carathis, 
Jiaving dripped herfelf to her inmoft gar¬ 
ment. 
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meat, clapped her hands in an inaptrlfe of 
extacy, and ftruck light with all her force. 
The' mutes fallowed; her example* but Vat- 
hek, extenuatedwith hunger and impatience, 
was unable to ftipport himfelf; and felt 
down, in a fwoon. The fparks had already 
kindled the dry wood* the venomous off 
burft into a thoufand blue flames; the mum¬ 
mies, difiblving, emitted a thick Ann va¬ 
pour; and the rhinoceros’ horns, beginning to 
confirm®; all together diffufed fuch a flench, 
that the Caliph, recovering, flatted from 
his trance, and gazed wildly on the fee tie 
in full blaze around him. The oil gufhed 
forth in a plenitude of ftreatns ; and the Ne- 
greffes, who fupplied it without intermiflion, 
united their cries, to thofe of the Princefs. 
At laft, the fire became fo violent, and the 
flames reflected from the polifhed marble fo 
dazzling; that the Caliph, unable to with- 
ftand the heat and the blaze, effected his 
efcape; and clambered up the imperial 
ftandard. 

In the mean time, the inhabitants of Sa- 
rtiarah, feared at the light- which fhone over 

the 
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the fcityy arofe in hafte; afeChded their roofs; 
beheld the tower on fire, a fid hurried, half 
naked, to the fquare. Their love to their 
Sovereign immediately awoke; and, appre¬ 
hending him in danger of perilling in his 
tower, their whole thoughts were occupied, 
with the means of his fafety. Morakanabad 
flew from his retirement, wiped away his 
tears, and cried out for water; like the fell, 
BabibalOuk, whofe olfactory nerves were 
more familiarized to magical Odours, readily 
conjecturing, that Gafathis was engaged in 
her favourite amufements; ftrenuoufly ex¬ 
horted them, not to be alarmed. Him, 
however, they treated as an old poltroon; 
and forbore not to ftyle him a rafcally traitor. 
The camels and dromedaries were advanc¬ 
ing with water; but, no one knew by which 
Way to enter the tower. Whilft the popu¬ 
lace was obftinate in forcing the doors, a 
violent fcaft wind drove fuch a volume of 
flame againft them, as, at firft, forced them 
off; but, afterwards, rekindled their zeal. At 
the fame time, the flench of the horns and 
mummies incrfeafing, moft of the crowd fell 
backward, in a ftate of fuffocation. Thofe 

that 
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that kept their feet mutually wondered at 
the caufe of the fmell; and admonifhed each 
other to retire* Morakanabad, more fick 
than the reft, remained in a piteous condi¬ 
tion. Holding his nofe with one hand, he 
perfifted in his efforts with the other; to 
burft open the doors, and obtain admiffion. 
A hundred and forty of the ftrongeft and moil 
i-efolute, at length, accomplifhed their pur- 
pofe. Having gained the flair-cafe, by their 
violent exertions; they attained a great 
height, in a quarter of an hour. 

Carathls, alarmed at the figns of her 
mutes, advanced to the flair-cafe; went 
down, a few fteps; and heated feveral voices 
calling out, from below: “You fliall, in a 
moment, have water!” Being rather alert, 
confidering her age, flie prefently regained 
the top of the tower; and bade her fon fuf- 
pend the facrifice, for fome minutes; adding: 
“ We fliall foon be enabled to render it more 
grateful. Certain dolts of your fubjedts, 
imagining, no doubt, that we were on fire; 
have been rafh enough to break through 
thofe doors, which had hitherto remained 

inviolate; 
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inviolate; for the fake of bringing -up wa¬ 
ter. They are very kind, you muft allow, 
fo foon to forget the wrongs you have done 
them; but, that is of little moment. Let us 
offer them to the Giaour: let them come 
up: our mutes, who neither want ftrength 
nor experience, will foon difpatch them; ex-' 
haufted, as they are, with fatigue ."— te Be 
it fo,” anfwered the Caliph, <c provided we 
finilh, and I dine.” In fa&, thefe good 
people, out of breath from afcending eleven 
thoufand flairs, in fuch hafte; and chagrined, 
at having fpilt, by the way, the water they 
had taken; were no fooner arrived at the top, 
than the blaze of the flames, and the fumes 
of the mummies, at once, overpowered their 
fenfes. It was a pity! for they beheld not 
the agreeable fmile, with which, the Mutes 
and the Negreffes adjufted the cord to their 
necks: thefe amiable perfonages rejoiced, 
however, no lefs, at the fcene. Never be¬ 
fore, had the ceremony of ftrangling, been 
performed, with fo much facility. They all 
fell, without the leaft refiftance, or ftruggle: 
fo that Vathek, in the fpaceofafew mo¬ 
ments, found himfelf furrounded by the 

dead 
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dead bodie? of flis faithfulleft fufejeffs; 
afl which wegre thrown, on the top of the 
pile. 

Carathis, whofe prefence of mind never 
forfook her, perceiving that flie had carcafle? 
fnfiicient to complete her oblation, com¬ 
manded the chains to be ftretched acrofs the 
flair-cafe, and the iron doofs barricadoedj 
that no more might come up. 

No fooner were thefe orders obeyed, than 
the tower ihoojc ; the dead bodies vanilhed 
in the flames; which, at once, changed from 
a fwarthy crimfon, to a bright rofe colour : 
an ambient vapour emitted the moll exqui- 
fxte fragrance; the,marble columns rang with 
harmonious founds, and the liquified horns 
diffufed a delicious perfume; Carathis, in 
transports, anticipated the fuccefs of her en- 
terprize; whilft her Mutes and Negrefles, 
to whom thefe fweets had given the colic, 
retired to their cells, grumbling. 

Scarcely were they gone, when, infteapl of 
the pile, horns, mummies and, a£hes, the 
Caliph both faw and felt, with a degree of 
2 pleafure 
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pleafure which he could not exprefs, a table, 
covered with the moft magnificent repaft: 
flaggons of wine, and vafes of ex<juifite 
iherbet, floating on fnow. He availed him- 
felf, withput ficruple, of fucb an .entertain¬ 
ment ; and had already laid hands on a lamb 
fluffed with piftachios, whilft Carathis was 
privately drawing from a fillagreen urn, a 
parchment that feeraed to be endlefs ; and 
which had efcaped the notice of her fon. 
Totally occupied, in gratifying an importu¬ 
nate appetite, he left her to perufe it, 
without interruption ; which having finhhed, 
flie jfaid to him, in an authoritative tone, 
“ Put an end to your gluttony, and hear 
the fplendid promifes with which you are fa¬ 
voured!” :She then read, as follows: “ Vat- 
hek, my well-beloved, thou haft furpaffed 
my hopes : my noftrils have been regaled by 
the favour of thy mummies, thy horns ; and, 
ftill more, by the lives, devoted on the pile. 
At -the full of the moon, caufe the bands of 
-thy muficians, and thy tymbals, to be heard ; 
jdepart from thy palace, fittrounfled by all 
the pageants of tqajcfty; thy moft faithful 
fiaves, thy belt beloved wives; thy moft 

magni- 
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magnificent litters; thy richeft loaden ca- 5 
mels; and fet forward on thy way to If- 
takhar. There, await I thy coming : that 
is the region of wonders: there, {halt thou 
receive the diadem of Gian Ben Gian ; the 
talifmans of Soliman; and the treafures of 
the Preadamite Sultans: there, lhalt thou 
be folaced with all kinds of delight.—But, 
beware how thou entereft any dwelling on thy 
route; or thou {halt feel the effedts of my 
anger.” 

The Caliph, who, notwithstanding his 
habitual luxury, had never before dined 
with fo much fatisfadtion, gave full fcope to 
the joy of thefe golden tidings ; and betook 
himfelf to drinking anew. Carathis, whofe 
antipathy to wine was by no means infupe- 
rable, failed hot to fupply a reafon, for 
every bumper; which they ironically quaffed, 
to the health of Mahomet. This infernal 
liquor completed their impious temerity; 
and prompted them to utter a profufion of 
blafphemies. They gave a loofe to their 
wit, at the expence of the afs of Balaam, 
the dog of the feven Sleepers; and the other 

animals. 
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animals, admitted into the paradife of Ma¬ 
homet. In this fpritely humour, they de- 
fcended the eleven thoufand flairs, diverting 
themfelves as they went at the anxious faces 
they faw on the fquare, thrpugh the oilets of 
the tower; and, at length, arrived at the 
royal apartments, by the fubterranean paf- 
fage. Bababalouk was parading to and fro, 
and iffuing his mandates, with great pomp, 
to the Eunuchs; who were fnuffing the 
Kghts, and painting the eyes of the Circaf- 
fians. No fooner did he catch fight of the 
Caliph and his Mother, than he exclaimed, 
“ Hah! you have, then, I perceive, efcaped 
from the flames: I was not, however, alto¬ 
gether out of doubt.”—“ Of what moment 
is it to us, what you thought, or think ?” 
cried Carathis: “go; fpeed; tell Moraka- 
nabad that we immediately want him: and 
take care, how you flop by the way, to 
make your infipid reflexions.” 

Morakanabad delayed not to obey the 
fummons; and was received by Vathek and 
his mother, with great folemnity. They 
told him, with an air of compofure and com- 
F miferation. 
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miferation, that the fire at the top of the 
tower was extinguifhed; but, that it had cofl 
the lives of the brave people, who fought 
to aflifl them. 

“ Still more misfortunes!” cried Moraka- 
nabad, with a figh. “ Ah, Commander of the 
faithful, our holy Prophet is certainly irri¬ 
tated againft us! it behoves you to appeafe 
him .”—“ We will appeafe him, hereafter!” 
replied' the Caliph, with a fmile, that au¬ 
gured nothing of good. “ You will have 
leifure fufficient for your fupplications, dur¬ 
ing my abfence: for, this country is the bane 
of pay health. I am difgufted with the 
mountain of the Four Fountains; and am re- 
folved to go and drink of the ftream of 
Rocnabad. I long to refrefh myfelf, in the 
delightful valleys, which it waters. Do 
you, with the advice of my mother, govern 
my dominions; and take care to fupply, 
whatever her experiments may demand: for, 
you well know, that our tower abounds in 
materials, for the advancement of fcience.” 

TV 
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*The tower, but ill {uited Morakanabad’s 
tafte. Immenfe treafures had been lavifhed 
upon it; and nothing had he ever feen 
carried thither, but female Negroes, Mutes 
and abominable drugs. Nor did he know 
well what to think of Carathis; who, like a 
cameleon, could aflume all poffible colours. 
Her curfed eloquence had, often, driven the 
poor Muffulman, to his laft lhifts. He con- 
fidered, however, that if fhe poflfefled but 
few good qualities; her fon had ftill fewer; 
and that the alternative, on the whole, would 
be in her favour. Confoled, therefore, with 
this refleftion; he went, in good fpirits, to 
foothe the populate; and make the proper 
arrangements for his mailer’s journey. 

Vathek, to conciliate the Spirits of the 
fubterranean palace, refolved that his expe¬ 
dition fhould be, uncommonly, fplendid. 
With this view he confiscated, on all fides, 
the property of his fubjedts; whilft his wor¬ 
thy mother ft ripped the feraglios fhe vifited, 
of the gems they contained. She colledted 
all the fempftrefles and embroiderers of Sa- 
marah, and other cities, to the diftance of 
JF 2 fixty 
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fixty leagues; to prepare pavillions, palan¬ 
quins, fophas, canopies, and litters; for the 
train of the Monarch. There was not left, 
in Mafulipatan, a Angle piece of chintz; 
and fo much muflin had been bought up, 
to drefs out Bababalouk and the other black 
Eunuchs, that there remained not an ell, in 
the whole Irak of Babylon. 

During thefe preparations, Carathis, who 
never loft fight of her great objedt, which 
was to obtain favour with the Powers of 
darknefs, made feledt parties of the faireft, 
and moil delicate ladies of the city: but, in 
the midft of their gaiety, fire contrived to 
introduce ferpents amongft them; and to 
break pots of fcorpions, under the table. 
They all bit to a wonder; and Carathis 
would have left them to bite; were it not 
that, to fill up the time, Ihe now and then 
amufed herfelf in curing their wounds; 
with an excellent anodyne of her own in¬ 
vention : for this good Princefs abhorred be¬ 
ing indolent. 


Vathek, 
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Vathek, who was not altogether fo a&ive 
as his mother, devoted his time to the foie 
■gratification of his fenfes; in the palaces, 
which were feverally dedicated to them. He 
difgufted himfelf no more with the Divan, 
or the Mofque. One half of Samarah fol¬ 
lowed his example; whilft the other la¬ 
mented the progrefs of corruption. 

In the midft of thefe tranfa&ions, the em- 
bafly returned, which had been fent, in 
pious times, }.o Mecca. It confifted of the 
moft reverend Moullahs; who had fulfilled 
cheir commiftion, and brought back one of 
■thofe precious befoms, which are ufed to 
fweep the facred Caaba: a prefent truly 
worthy of the greateft potentate on earth! 

The Caliph happened, at this inftant, to 
be engaged in an apartment, by no means 
adapted to the reception of embaflies; though 
.adorned with a certain magnificence, not 
only to render it agreeable; but, alfo, be- 
caufe he reforted to it, frequently; and ftaid 
a confiderable time together. Whilft occu¬ 
pied in this retreat, he heard the voice of 
F 3 Baba 
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Bababalouk, calling out, from between the 
door and the tapeftry that hung before it: 
“ Here are the excellent Mahomet Ebii 
Edris al Shafei, and the feraphic A 1 Mou- 
hadethin; who have brought the befam from 
Mecca ; and, with tears of joy, intreat they 
may prefent it to your majefty, in perfon.”— 
“ Let them bring the befom hither; it may 
be of ufe,” faid Vathek, who was ftill em¬ 
ployed, not having quite racked off his wine. 
“ How!” anfwered Bababalouk, half aloud, 
and amazed. “ Obey,” replied the Ca¬ 
liph, “ for it is my fovereign will: Go, 
inftantly; vanifh : for, here will I receive 
the good folk, who have thus filled thee 
with joy.” 

The Eunuch departed muttering, and 
bade the venerable train attend him. A fa- 
cred rapture was diffufed amongft thefe 
reverend old men. Though fatigued with 
the length of their expedition, they followed 
Bababalouk with an alertnefs almoft mira¬ 
culous ; and felt themfelyes highly flattered, 
as they fwept along the ftately porticos, that 
the Caliph would not receive them, like 

ambaf- 



THE CALIPH VATHE K. 71 

ambaffadors in ordinary, in his hall of audi¬ 
ence. Soon reaching the interior of the 
Harem (where, through blinds of perlian, 
they perceived large foft eyes, dark and 
blue, that went and came like lightning) 
penetrated with refpedt and wonder; and 
full of their celeftial million, they advanced 
in proceffion, towards the fmall corridores, 
that appeared to terminate in nothing; but, 
neverthelefs, led to the cell where the Caliph 
expefted their coming. 

“What! is the commander of the faith¬ 
ful lick?” faid Ebn Edris al Shafei, in a low 
voice, to his companion ?—“ I rather think 
he is in his oratory,” anfwered Al Mouhade- 
thin. Vathek, who heard the dialogue, 
cried out:—“ What imports it you, how I 
am employed? approach, without delay.” 
They advanced, and Bababalouk almoft funk 
with confufion; whilft the Caliph, without 
fhewing himfelf, put forth.his hand, from be¬ 
hind the tapellry that hung before the door, 
and demanded of them the befom. Having 
proftrated themfelves as well as the corri- 
dore would permit; and, even, in a tolerable 
F 4 femi- 
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femictrcle* the venerable A1 Shafei, drawing 
forth the befom from the embroidered and 
perfumed fcarves, in which it had been en¬ 
veloped, and fecured from the profane gaze 
of vulgar eyes ; arofe from his affociates, and 
advanced, with an air of the moft awful 
folemnity, towards the fuppofed oratory :— 
but, with what aftonilhment! with what 

horror was he feized!-Vathek, burfting 

out into a villainous laugh, fnatched the 
befom from his trembling hand, and, fixing 
upon it fome cobwebs, that hung fufpended 
from the deling, gravely brulhed away, till 
not a fingle one remained. The old men, 
overpowered with amazement, were unable 
to lift their beards from the ground: for, as 
Vathek had carelefsly left the tapeftry be¬ 
tween them, half drawn; they were wit- 
neflfes to the whole tranfa&ion. Their tears 
gulhed forth on the marble: A1 Mouhade- 
thin fwooned through mortification and fa¬ 
tigue : whilft the Caliph, throwing himfelf 
backward on his feat, Ihouted, and clapped 
his hands, without mercy. At laft, addteff- 
ing himfelf to Bababalouk! — “ My dear 
black/’ faid he, £t go, regale thefe pious* 

poof 
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poor fouls, with my good wine from Shiraz- 
and, as they can boaft of having feen mote 
of my palace than any one befides, let them 
alfo viiit my office courts; and lead them 
out by the back fteps, that go to my ftables.” 
Having faid this, he threw the befom in 
their face; and went, to enjoy the laugh 
with Carathis. Bababalouk did all in his 
power to confole the Ambaflfadors; but the 
two moft infirm expired on the fpot: the 
reft were carried to their beds; from whence, 
being heart-broken with forrow and fhame, 
they never arofe.- 

The fucceeding night, Vathek, attended 
by his mother, afcended the tower; to fee if 
every thing were ready for his journey: for, he 
had great faith in the influence of the ftars. 
The planets appeared in their moft favour¬ 
able afpedts. The Caliph, to enjoy fo flat¬ 
tering a fight, fupped gaily on the roof; 
and fancied that he heard, during his repaft, 
loud fhouts of laughter refound through 
the iky; in a manner, that infpired the fulleft 
affurance. 


All 
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All was in motion at the palace; lights 
were kept burning through the whole 
of the night: the found of implements, and 
of artifans finilhing their work; the voices 
of women, and their guardians, who fung at 
their embrodery : all confpired to interrupt 
the ftillnefs of nature, and infinitely delight 
the heart of Vathek; who imagined himfelf 
going in triumph to fit upon the throne of 
Soliman. 

The people were not lefs fatisfied than 
himfelf: all affifted to accelerate the mo¬ 
ment, which lhould refcue them, from 
the wayward caprices of fo extravagant a 
mailer. 

The day preceding the departure of this 
infatuated Prince, was employed by Cara- 
this, in repeating to him the decrees of the 
myfterious parchment; which Ihe had 
thoroughly gotten by heart; and, in recom¬ 
mending him, not to enter the habitation, of 
any one, by the way: “ for, well thou know- 
eft,” added Ihe, “ how liquorilh thy tafte 
is, after good dilhes, and young damfels; 

let 
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let me, therefore, enjoin thee, to be content 
with thy old cooks, who are the belt in the 
world; and not to forget that, in thy am¬ 
bulatory feraglio, there are three dozen 
pretty faces; which Bababalouk hath not 
yet unveiled. I, myfelf, have a great de¬ 
lire to watch over thy conduit; and vifit the 
fubterranean palace; which, no doubt, con¬ 
tains, whatever can intereft perfons, like us. 
There is nothing fo pleaung, as retiring to 
caverns: my talte for dead bodies, and every 
thing like mummy, is decided; and, I am 
confident, thou wilt fee the molt exquifite of 
their kind. Forget me not then, but, the 
moment thou art in pofleffion of the talif- 
mans which are to open to thee the mineral 
kingdoms, and the center of the earth itfelf; 
fail not to difpatch fome trufty Genius, to 
take me and my cabinet; for, the oil of the 
ferpents I have pinched to death, will be a 
pretty prefent to the Giaour; who cannot 
but be charmed with fuch dainties.” 

Scarcely had Carathis ended this edifying 
difcourfe, when the fun, fetting behind the 
piountain of the Four Fountains, gave place 

to 
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to the rifing moon. This planet, being that 
evening at full, appeared of unufual beauty 
and magnitude, in the eyes of the women, 
the Eunuchs, and the Pages; who were all 
impatient to fet forward. The city re-echoed, 
with fiiouts -of joy, and flourifhing of trum¬ 
pets. Nothing was yjfible, but plumes, 
nodding on pavilions ; and aigrets, Alining, 
in the mild luftre of the moon. The Ipa- 
cious fquare refembled an immenfe parterr-e ; 
variegated, with the mod /lately tulips of 
the Eaft, 

Arrayed in the robes, which were only 
worn at the mod diftinguHhed ceremonials; 
and fupported by his Vizir and Bababalouk; 
the Caliph defeended the grand ftaircafe of 
the tower, in the fight of all his people. 
He could not forbear paufing, at intervals, 
to admire the fuperb appearance, which 
every where courted his view: whilft the 
whole multitude, even to the camels with 
their fumptuous burthens, knelt down before 
him. For fome time a general ftillnefs pre¬ 
vailed; which nothing happened to difturb, 
but the Ihrill fcreams of fome Eunuchs, in 

the 
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fche rear. Thefe vigilant guards, having re¬ 
marked certain cages of the ladies fwagging 
fomewhat awry, and difcovered that a few 
adventurous gallants had contrived to get in, 
foon diflodged the enraptured culprits; and 
configned them, with good commendations, 
to the furgeons of the ferail. The majefty of fo 
magnificent a fpedtacle, was not, however, vi¬ 
olated by incidents like thefe. Vathek, mean 
while, faluted the moon with an idolatrous 
air, that neither pleafed Morakanabad, nor 
the Dodtors of the law; any more than the 
Vizirs and Grandees of his court; who 
were all aflembled to enjoy the laft view of 
their Sovereign. 

At length, the clarions and trumpets, 
from the top of the tower, announced the 
prelude of departure. Though the inftru- 
ments were in unifon with each other, yet a 
lingular diffonance was blended with their 
founds. This proceeded from Carathis; 
who was finging her direful orifons to the 
Giaour; whilft the Negrefles and Mutes Ap¬ 
plied thorough-bafe, without articulating a 
word. The good Muffulmans fancied that 
2 they 
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they heard the fullen hum of thofe nodturnal 
infedts, which prefage evil; and importuned 
Vathek to beware, how he ventured his fa- 
cred perfon. 

On a given fignal, the great ftandard of 
the Califat was difplayed; twenty thoufand 
lances lhone around it; and the Caliph, 
treading royally on the cloth of gold, which 
had been fpread for his feet, afcended his 
litter, amidft the general awe that poffeffed 
his fubjedts. 

The expedition commenced with the ut- 
moft order and fo intire a filence, that, 
even, the locufts were heard from the thick¬ 
ets, on the plain of Catoul. Gaiety and 
; good-humour prevailing, fix good leagues 
were paft before the dawn; and the morning 
liar was ftill glittering in the firmament, 
when the whole of this numerous train had 
, halted, on the banks of the Tigris; where 
they encamped, to repofe for the reft of the 
day. 


The 
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The three days that followed were fpent 
in the fame manner; but, on the fourth, 
the heavens looked angry; lightnings broke 
forth, in frequent flalhes; re-echoing peals of 
thunder fucceeded; and the trembling Cir- 
caffians clung, with all their might, to 
their ugly guardians. The Caliph himfelf, 
was greatly inclined to take lhelter in the 
large town of Gulchiflar; the governor of 
which, came forth to meet him, and ten¬ 
dered every kind of refrelhment the*place 
could fupply. But, having examined his 
tablets, he fuffered the rain to foak him, 
almoft to the bone; notwithftanding the im¬ 
portunity of his firft favourites. Though 
he began to regret the Palace of the fenfes; 
yet, he loft not light of his enterprize; and 
his fanguine expectations confirmed his refo- 
lution. His geographers were ordered to 
attend him; but, the weather proved fo ter¬ 
rible that thefe poor people exhibited a la¬ 
mentable appearance: and, as no long jour- 
nies had been undertaken, lince the time 
of Haroun al Rafchid, their maps of the dif¬ 
ferent countries were in a ftill worfe 

plight. 
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plight, than themfelves. Every one was ig* 
norant which way to turn: for, Vathek, 
though well verfed in the courfe of the 
heavens, no longer knew his fituation on 
earth. He thundered even louder than 
the elements; and muttered forth certain 
hints of the bow-ftring, which were not 
very foothing to literary ears. Difgufted at 
the toilfome wearinefs of the way, he deter¬ 
mined to crofs over the craggy heights, and 
follow the guidance of a peafant; who un¬ 
dertook to bring him, in four days, to Roc- 
nabad. Re'monftrances were all to no pur- 
pofe: his refolution was fixed; arid an in- 
vafion commenced on the province of the 
goats; who fped away, in large troops, be¬ 
fore them. It was curious to view on thefe 
half calcined rocks, camels richly capa- 
rifoned; and pavilions of gold and filk, 
waving on their fummits: which, till then, 
had never been covered, but with faplefs 
thirties and fern. 

The females and Eunuchs uttered ftirill 
wailings at the fight of the precipices be¬ 
low them, and the dreary profpedts that 

opened. 
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opened, in the vad gorges of the mountains. 
Before they could reach the afcent of the 
deeped rock, night oyertook them; and a 
boiderous temped arofe, which, having rent 
the awnings of the palanquins and cages, 
expofed to the raw gufts the poor ladies 
within; who had never before felt fo pierc¬ 
ing a cold. The dark clouds that overcaft 
the face of the Iky, deepened the horrors of 
this difaftrous night; infomuch, that no¬ 
thing could be heard didin&ly, but the 
mewling of pages, and lamentations of 
Sultanas. 

To increafe the general misfortune* the 
frightful uproar of wild beads refounded at 
a diftance; and there were foon perceived, 
in the foreft they were fkirting, the glaring 
of eyes, which could belong only to devils, 
or tigers. The pioneers, who, as well as 
they could, had marked out a track; and a 
part of the advanced guard, were devoured, 
before they had been, in the lead, apprized 
of their danger. The confufion that pre¬ 
vailed was extreme. .Wolves, tigers, and 
other carnivorous animals, invited by the 
G howling 
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howling of their companions; flocked toge¬ 
ther, from every quarter. The cralhing of 
hones was heard on all fides; and a fearful 
tufli of wings over head; for, now, vul¬ 
tures, alfo, began to be of the party. 

The terror, at length, reached the main 
body of the troops, which furrounded the 
Monarch and his Harem; at the diftance of 
two leagues from the fcene. Vathek (vo- 
luptuoufly repofed in his capacious litter, 
upon cufhions of filk; with two little pages 
belide him, of complexions more fair than 
the enamel of Frangueftan, who were occu¬ 
pied in keeping off flies) Was foundly afleep; 
and contemplating in his dreams the trea- 
fures of Soliman. The flirieks, however, 
of his wives, awoke him, withaftart; and, 
inftead of the Giaour, with his key of gold, 
he beheld Bababalouk, full of confternation. 
“ Sire,” exclaimed this good fervant of the 
moft potent of Monarchs, “ misfortune is 
arrived at its height: wild beafts, who enter¬ 
tain no more reverence for your facred per- 
fon, than for that of a dead afs; have befet 
your camels, and their drivers; thirty of the 

richeft 
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tteheft laden are already become their prey ; 
as well as your confectioners, your cooks, 
and purveyors; and, unlefs our holy Prophet 
fhould protect us, we lhall have all eaten 
our laft meal." At the mention of eating, 
the Caliph loft all patience. He began to 
bellow, and even beat himfelf • (for there 
was no feeing in the dark). The rumour 
every inftant increafed; and Bababatouk, 
finding no good could be done with his maf- 
ter, flopped both his ears againft the hurly- 
burly of the Harem, and called out aloud: 
“ Come, Ladies, and brothers! all hands to 
work: ftrike light in a moment! never fliall 
it be faid, that the Commander of the faith¬ 
ful ferved to regale thefe infidel brutes." 
Though there wanted not in this bevy 
of beauties, a fufficient number of capri¬ 
cious and wayward; yet, on the prefent 
occafion, they were all compliance. Fires 
were vifible, in a twinkling, in all their ca¬ 
ges. Ten thoufand torches were lighted, at 
cnce. The Caliph, himfelf, feized a large 
one, of wax: every perfon followed his ex¬ 
ample; and, by kindling ropes ends, dipped 
in oil and faftened on poles, an amazing 
G z blaze 
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blaze was fpread. The rocks were covered 
with the fplendor of fun-ihine. The trails 
of fparks, wafted by the wind, communi¬ 
cated to the dry fern, of which there was 
plenty. Serpents were obferved to crawl 
forth from their retreats,' with amazement 
-and hidings; whilft the .horfes fnorted, 
damped the ground, toffed their nofes 
in the air, and plunged, about, without 
mercy. 

One of the fore ft s of cedar that bordered 
their way, took fire; and. the branches that 
overhung the path, extending their , flames 
to the muffins'-and chintzes, which covered 
the cages of the Ladies; obliged them to 
jump out, at the peril of their necks. Vat- 
hek, who vented on the occafion a thou- 
fand blafphemies, was himfelf compelled 
to touch, with his facred feet, the naked 
earth. 

Never had fuch an incident happened be¬ 
fore. Full of mortification, fhame, and def- 
pondence; and not knowing how to walk, 
the Ladies fell into the dirt. “ Mufl I go on 

foot 1” 
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foot!” faid one: “Mult I wet my feet!” 
cried another: “ Muft I foil my drefs!” 
afked a third: “ Execrable Bababalouk!” 
exclaimed all: “ Outcaft of hell! what 
hadft thou to do with torches! Better were 
it to be eaten by tigers, than to fall into our 
prefent condition! we are for ever undone ! 
Not a porter is there in the army; nor a 
currier of camel?; but hath feen feme part 
of our bodies; and, what is worfe, our very 
faces!” On faying this, the mod balhful 
'amongft them hid their foreheads on the 
ground, whilft fuch as had more boldnefs 
flew at Bababalouk; but he, well apprized 
of their humor, and not wanting in forewd- 
nefs, betook himfelf to his heels along with 
his comrades, all dropping their torches, and 
linking their tymbals. 

It was not lefs light than in the brighteft 
of the dog-days, and the weather was hot in 
proportion; but how degrading was the 
fpedtacle, to behold the Caliph befpattered, 
like an ordinary mortal! As the exercife of 
his faculties feemed to be fufpended, one of 
his Ethiopian wives (for he delighted in 
G 3 variety) 
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variety) clafped him in her arms; threw 
him upon her .Shoulder, like a fack of dates, 
and, finding that the fire Was hemming them 
in, fet off, with no fniall expedition; con¬ 
sidering the Weight of her burden, The 
other Ladies, who had juft learnt the ufe of 
their feet, followed her; their guards gal¬ 
loped after; and the camel-drivers brought 
up the rear, as fuft as their charge would 
permit. 

They foon reached the fpot, where the 
wild beafts had commenced the carnage; and 
Which, they had too much fpirit to leave; 
notwithftanding the approaching tumult, 
and the luxurious fupper they had made, 
■Bababalouk, neverthelefs, feized on a few of 
the plumpeft, which were unable to budge 
from the place; and began to flea them, 
with admirable adroitnefs. The cavalcade 
being got fo far from the conflagration, as 
that the heat felt rather grateful, than 
violent; it was, immediately, refolved on, 
to halt. The tatte'red chintzes were ,pi@ked 
up; the feraps, left by the wolves and ti¬ 
gers, interred ; and vengeance was taken on 

fome 
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fome dozens of vultures, that were too 
much glutted to rife on the wing. The 
camels, which had teen left unmolefted to 
make fal ammoniac, being numbered; and 
the ladies once more inclofed in their cages ; 
the imperial tent was pitched, on the levelled: 
ground the)' could find. 

Vathek-, repofing upon a matrafs of down, 
and tolerably recovered from the jolting of 
the Ethiopian, who, to his feelings, feemed 
the roughed trotting jade he had hitherto 
mounted;'called out for Ibmething to eat* 
But, alas! thofe delicate cakes, which had 
been baked in lilyer ovens, for his royal 
mouth; thofe rich manchets; amber com¬ 
fits; flaggons of Schiraz wine; porcelain 
vafes of fnow; and grapes from the banks of 
the Tigris; were all, irremediably, loft!— 
And nothing had Bababalouk to prefent in 
their ftead, but a roafted wolf; vultures a 
Ja daube; aromatic herbs, of the moft acrid 
poignancy; rotten truffles; boiled thir¬ 
ties: and fuch other wild plants, as muft- 
ulcerate the throat, and parch up the 
tongue. Nor was he better provided, in the 
G 4 article 
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article of drink: for, he could procure no¬ 
thing to accompany thefe irritating viands, 
but a few vials of abominable brandy; which 
had been fecreted by the fcullions in their 
flippers. 

Vathek made wry faces at lo lavage a 
repaft; and Bababalouk anfwered them, 
with flirugs and contortions. The Caliph, 
however, eat with tolerable appetite; and 
fell into a nap, that lafted fix hours. The 
fplendor of the fun, refledted from the white 
cliffs of the mountains, in fpite of the cur¬ 
tains that inclofed him, at length difturbed 
his repole. He awoke, terrified; and flung 
to the quick, by thofe wormwood-colour 
flies, which emit from thei ( r wings a fuf- 
focating flench. The miferable Monarch 
was perplexed how to adt; though his wits 
were not idle, in leeking expedients : whilft 
Bababalouk lay fnoring, amidft a fwarm of 
thofe infedts; that buiily thronged, to pay 
court to his nofe. The little pages, familh- 
ed with hunger, had dropped their fans on 
the ground; and exerted their dying voiees, 
in bitter reproaches, on the Caliph; who 

noWj 
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ftow, for the firft time, heard the language* 
of truth. 

Thus Simulated, he renewed his Impre¬ 
cations againft the Giaour; and beftowed 
upon Mahomet, fame foothing expreflions. 
“ Where am I ?” cried he: “What are thefe 
dreadful rocks ? thefe valleys of darknefs ! 
are we arrived at the horrible Kaf! is the 
Simurgh coming to pluck out my eyes; as 
a punilhment, for undertaking this impious 
enterprize!” Having faid this, he bellowed 
like a calf; and turned himfelf towards an 
outlet, in the fide of his pavilion. But, 
alas! what objefts occurred to his view? on 
one fide, a plain of black fand that appeared 
to be unbounded; and, on the other, per¬ 
pendicular crags; briftled over with thofe 
abominable thirties, which had, fo feverely, 
lacerated his tongue. He fancied, however, 
that he perceived, amongft the brambles 
and briars, fome gigantick flowers; but was 
miftaken: for, thefe were only the dangling 
palampores and variegated tatters, of his 
gay retinue. As there were feveral clefts 
m the rock, from whence water feemed to 

have 



SKE HISTORY OF 


have flowed; Vathek applied his ear, with 
the hope of catching the found of forae la¬ 
tent runnel; but, could only diftinguilh the 
low murmurs of his people; who were re* 
pining at their journey, and complaining for 
the want of water. “ To what purpofe,” 
alked they, “ have we been brought hither? 
hath our Caliph another tower to build? 
or have the relentlgfs Afrits, whom Carathis 
fo much loves, fixed in this place, their 
abode r 

At the name of Carathis, Vathek recol¬ 
lected the tablets he had received from his 
mother; who allured him, they were fraught 
with preternatural qualities; and advifed 
him to confult them, as emergencies might 
require. Whilft he was engaged in turning 
them over; he heard a Ihout of joy, and a 
loud clapping of hands. The curtains of his 
pavilion were foon drawn back; and he be¬ 
held Bababalouk, followed by a troop of his 
favourites; conducing two dwarfs; each a 
'cubit high; who brought between them, a 
large balket of melons, oranges, and pome¬ 
granates. They were finging in the fweeteft 

tones 
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tones the words that follow: “ We dwell on 
the top of thefe rocks, in a cabin of rufhes 
and canes; the eagles envy us our neft: a fmall 
luring fupplies us with Abdeft, and we daily 
repeat prayers, which the Prophet approves. 
We love you, O commander of the faithful! 
our mailer, the good Emir Fakreddin, loves 
you alfo; he reveres, in your perfon, the 
vicegerent of Mahomet. Little as we are; 
in us, he confides: he khows our hearts to 
be good, as our bodies are contemptible; 
and hath placed Us here, to aid thofe who 
are bewildered, on thefe dreary mountains. 
Laft night, Whil-ft we were occupied within 
our cell, in reading the holy Koran, a hid¬ 
den hurricane blew out. our lights, and rocked 
our habitation. For two whole hours, a 
palpable darknefs prevailed; but we heard 
founds at a diltance, which we conjectured 
to proceed from the bells of a Cafila, palling 
over the rocks. Our ears were foon filled 
with deplorable lhrieks, frightful roarings, 
and the found of tymbals. Chilled with 
terror, we concluded that the Deggial, with 
his exterminating angels, had fent forth 
their plagues on the earth. In the midll of 

thefe 
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thefe melancholy reflexions, we perceived 
flames of the deepeft red, glow in the ho¬ 
rizon; and found ourfelves, in a few mo¬ 
ments, covered with flakes of fire. Amazed 
at fo ftrange an appearance, we took up th© 
volume dictated by the blefled Intelligence, 
and, kneeling, by the.light of the fire that 
furrounded us, we recited the verfe which 
lays: “Put no truft in any thing but the 
mercy of Heaven: there is no help, fave in 
she holy Prophet: the mountain of Kaf, it- 
felf, may tremble; it is the power of Alla 
only, that cannot be moved.” After hav¬ 
ing pronounced thefe words, we felt confo- 
lation; and our minds were huflied into a. 
Sacred repofe. Silence enfued, and our 
ears clearly diflinguilhed a voice, in the 
air; faying: “ Servants of my faithful fer- 
vant! go down to the happy valley of Fak- 
reddin: tell him that an illuftrious opportu¬ 
nity now offers to fatiate the thirft of his 
hofpitable heart. The Commander of true 
believers, is, this day, bewildered amongff 
thefe mountains; and ftands in need of thy aid.” 
—We obeyed, with joy, the angelic mifllon ; 
and our matter, filled with pious zeal, hathcuU- 
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ed, with his own hands, thefe melons, oranges, 
and pomegranates. He is following us, with a 
hundred dromedaries, laden with the pureft wa¬ 
ters of his fountains; and is coming to kifs the 
fringe of your confecrated robe, and implore 
you to enter his humble habitation; which, 
placed amidft thefe barren wilds, refembles 
an emerald, fet in lead.” The dwarfs, having 
ended their add refs, remained ft ill Handing; 
and, with hands crofted upon their bofoms, 
preferved a refpedtful filence. 

Vathek, in the midft of this curious 
harangue, feized the bafket; and, long 
before it was finifhed, the fruits had dif- 
folved in his mouth. As he continued to 
eat, his piety increafed; and, in the fame 
breath which recited his prayers, he called 
for the Koran, and fugar. 

Such was the ftate of his mind, when the 
tablets, which were thrown by, at the ap¬ 
proach of the dwarfs, again attracted his 
eye.. He took them up; but, was ready to 
drop on the ground, when he beheld, in 
large red characters, thefe words, infcribed 

3 b y 
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by Carathis; which were, indeed, enough 
to make him tremble. “ Beware of thy jq 14 
Doctors, and their puny mefiengers of but 
one cubit high : diftruft their pious frauds ; 
and, inftead of eating their melons, impale 
on a fpit, the bearers of them, Shouldeft 
thou be fuch a fool as to vifit them) the 
portal of the fubterranean palace will be fhut 
in thy face; and, with fuch force, as £hall 
ftiake thee afunder: thy body lhall be fpit 
upon, and bats will engender in thy belly.” 

“ To what tends this ominous rhapfady?" 
cries the Caliph: and mull I then perifli in 
thefe deferts, with third; whilft I may re- 
frelh myfelf in the valley of melons and 
cucumbers?—Accurfed be the Giaour, with 
his portal of ebony! he hath made me danqe 
attendance, too long, already. Befides; who 
lhall preferibe laws to me ? — I, forfooth, 
muft not enter any one’s habitation! B,e it 
fo: but, what one can I enter, that is not 
my own!” Bababalouk, who loft not a fyl- 
lable of this folilaquy, applauded it with 
all his heart; and the Ladies, for the firft: 
time, agreed with him in opinion. 


x 
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The dwarfs were entertained; carefled; and 
feated, with great ceremony', on little 
cufhions of fattin. The fymmetry of their 
perfons, was the fubjeft of criticiftn; not 
an inch of them was fuffered, to pafs un- 
examined. Knick-nacks and dainties were 
offered in profufion; but all were declined, 
with refpeftful gravity. They clambered 
up the fides of the Caliph’s feat ; and, plac¬ 
ing themfelves each on one of his ffioulders, 
began to whifper prayers in his ears. Their 
tongues quivered, like the leaves of a pop¬ 
lar; and the patience of Vathek was almoft 
exhaufted; when the acclamations of the 
troops announced the approach of Fakred- 
din; who was come with a hundred old grey 
beards, and as many Korans and dromeda¬ 
ries. They inftantly fet about their ablu¬ 
tions, and began to repeat the Bifmillah, 
Vathek, to get rid of thefe officious moni¬ 
tors, followed their example; for, his hands 
were burning. 

The good Emir, who was pundtiliouily 
religious, and likewife a great dealer in com¬ 
pliments; 
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pliments; made an harangue, five times 
more prolix and infipid, than his harbingers 
had already delivered. The Caliph, unable 
any longer to refrain, exclaimed : “ For the 
love of Mahomet, my dear Fakreddin, have 
done! let us proceed to your valley, and en¬ 
joy the fruits, that heaven hath vouchfafed 
you. The hint of proceeding, put all into 
motion. The venerable attendants of the 
Emir fet forward, fomewhat flowly; but 
Vathek, having ordered his little pages, in 
private, to goad on the dromedaries; loud 
fits of laughter broke forth from the cages ; 
for, the unwieldy curvetting of thefe poor 
beafts, and the ridiculous diftrefs of their 
fuperannuated riders, afforded the ladies no 
fmall entertainment. 

They defcended, however, unhurt into 
the valley; by the large fteps, which the 
Emir had cut in the rock; and, already, the 
murmuring of ftreams, and the ruffling of 
leaves began to catch their attention. The 
cavalcade foon entered a path, which was 
lkirted by flowering lhrubs, and extended to 

a vaff 
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a vaft Wood of palm-trees; whofe branches 
bverfpread a building, of hewn (tone. This 
edifice was crowned with nine domes, and 
adorned With as many portals of bronze; on 
Which was engraven, the following infcrip- 
tion: ft This is the afyhim of pilgrims; 
the refuge of travellers; and the depofitory 
bf fecrets, for all parts of the World;” 

Nine pages, beautiful as the day; and 
cloathed in robes of Egyptian linen, very 
long and very modeft; Were Handing, at 
each door. They received the whole reti¬ 
nue, with an eafy and inviting air. Four of 
the moft amiable, placed the Caliph, on a 
magnificent taktrevan: four others, fome- 
What lefs graceful, took charge of Bababa- 
louk; who capered for joy, at the (hug lit¬ 
tle cabin that fell to his (hare; the pages 
that remained; waited on the reft of the 
traim 

When every thing mafcuiine Was gone 
out of fight, the gate of a large inclofure, on 
the right, turned on its harmonious hinges; 
and a young female, of a (lender form, came 
H forth. 
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forth. Her light brown hair floated, in the 
hazy breeze of the twilight. A troop of 
young maidens, like the Pleiades, attended 
her on tip-toe. They haftened to the pavi¬ 
lions that contained the Saltanas; and the 
young lady, gracefully bending, faid to 
them: “ Charming Princeffes, every thing 
is ready: we have prepared beds for your 
repofe, and ftrewed your apartments with 
jafmine: no infedts will keep off (lumber 
from vifiting your eye-lids; we will difpel 
them with a thoufand plumes. Come then, 
amiable Ladies! refrelh your delicate feet, 
and your ivory limbs, in baths of rofe 
water; and, by the light of perfumed 
lamps, your fervants will amufe you with 
tales. 

The Sultanas accepted, with pleafure, 
thefe obliging offers; and followed the 
young lady to the Emir’s Harem; where we 
muft, for a moment, leave them, and return 
to the Caliph, 

Vathek found himfelf beneath a vaft 
dome, illuminated by a thoufand lamps of 

rock 
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rock chryftal; as many vafes of the fame ma¬ 
terial, filled with excellent fherbet, fparkled 
on a large table; where a profufion of viands 
were fpread. Amongft others were fweet- 
breads ftewed in milk of almonds, faffron 
loups, and lamb a la creme; of all which 
the Caliph was amazingly fond. He took 
of each, as much as he was able; teftified 
his fenfe of the Emir’s friendlhip, by the 
gaiety of his heart; and made the dwarfs 
dance, againft their will: for, thefe little 
Devotees durft not refufe the Commander of 
the faithful. At laft, he fpread himfelf on 
the fopha, and flept founder than he had 
ever before. 

Beneath this dome, a'general filence pre¬ 
vailed; for there was nothing to difturb it 
but the jaws of Bababalouk, who had un- 
trufled himfelf to eat with greater advantage; 
being anxious to make amends for his faft, 
in the mountains. As his fpirits were too 
high to admit of his deeping; and not loving 
to be idle, he propofed with himfelf to vilit 
the Harem; and repair to his charge of the 
Ladies: to examine, if they had been pro- 
H 2 periy 
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pcrly lubricated with the balm of Mecca; if 
their eye-brows, and treffes, were in order; 
and, in a word, to perform all the little of¬ 
fices, they might need. He fought for a 
long time together; but without being able 
to find out the door. He durft not fpeak 
aloud, for fear of difturbing the Caliph; and 
not a foul was ftirring in. the precin£ts of the 
palace. He almoft defpaired of effecting his. 
purpofe, when a low whifperkig juft reached 
his ear. It came from the dwarfs, who were 
returned to their old occupation* and* for 
the nine hundred and ninety-ninth time in 
their lives* were reading’ over the Koran. 
They very politely invited Bababalouk to be 
of their party; but, his head was full of 
other concerns. The dwarfs, though fcanda- 
lized at his diffolute morals, directed him to 
the apartments he wanted to find. His way 
thither, lay through a hundred dark corri.- 
dores; along which he groped as he went; 
and, at laft, began to catch, from the extre¬ 
mity of a paffage, the charming goffiping of 
the women; which not a little delighted his 
heart. “ Ah, ha! what not yet afleep?” 

cried 
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cried he; and, taking long ftrides as he 
fpoke, “ did yon not fufpedt me of abjuring 
my charge? I flayed but to finifh what my 
mafter had left.” Two of the black Eu¬ 
nuchs, on hearing a voice fo loud, detached 
a party in hafte; fabre in hand; to difccttter 
the caufe: but, prefently, was repeated on 
all fides: “ ’Tis only Bababalouk 1 no one 
but Bababalouk!” This circumfpect guar¬ 
dian, having gone up to a thin veil of carna¬ 
tion-colour lilk that hung before the door¬ 
way, diftinguifhed, by means of the foftened 
fplendor that lhone through it, an oval bath 
of dark porphyry; furrounded by curtains, fef- 
tooned in large folds. Through the apertures 
between them, as they were not drawn clofe, 
groups of young flaves were vifible; amongft 
whom, Bababalouk perceived his pupils, 
indulgingly expanding their arms; as if to 
embrace the perfumed water, and refrelh 
themfelv.es after their fatigues. The looks 
of tender languor; their confidential whif- 
pers; and the enchanting fmiles with which 
they were imparted; the exquifite fragrance 
of the rofes: all combined to infpire a vo¬ 
id 3 luptuouf* 
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luptuoufnefs, which even Bababalouk him- 
felf was fcarce able to withftand. 

He fummoned up, however, his ufual 
folemnity; and, in the peremptory tone of 
authority, commanded the ladies, inftantly, 
to leave the bath. Whilft he was ifluing 
thefe mandates, the young Nouronihar, 
daughter of the Emir; who was fprightly 
as an antelope, and full of wanton gaiety, 
beckoned one of her flaves to let down the 
great fwing; which was fufpended to the 
ceiling by cords of filk: and whilft this 
was doing, winked to her companions in the 
bath; who, chagrined to be forced from fo 
foothing a ftate of indolence, began to twift 
it round Bababalouk; and teaze him, with a 
thoufand vagaries. 

When Nouronihar peceived that he was 
exhaufted with fatigue; Ihe accofted him, 
with an arch air of refpe&ful concern, and 
faid: “ My Lord ! it is not, by any means, 
decent; that the chief Eunuch of the Caliph, 
our Sovereign, Ihould thus continue Hand¬ 
ing : deign but to recline your grace¬ 
ful 
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ful perfon upon this fofa; which will 
burft with vexation, if it have not the 
honour to receive you.” Caught by thefe 
flattering accents, Bababalouk gallantly re¬ 
plied : “ Delight of the apple of my eye ! I 
accept the invitation of thy honied lips; 
and, to fay truth, my fenfes are dazzled 
with the radiance that beams from thy 
charms.”—“ Repofe, then, at your eafe,” 
replied the Beauty; and placed him on the 
pretended fofa; which, quicker than light¬ 
ning, gave way all at once. The reft of 
the women, having aptly conceived her de- 
lign, fprang naked from the bath; and plied 
the fwing, with fuch. unmerciful jerks, that 
it fwept through the whole compafs of a 
very lofty dome; and took from the poor 
victim all power of refpiration. Some¬ 
times, his feet rafed the furface of the 
water; and, at others, the Ikylight almoft 
flattened his nofe. In vain did he pierce the 
air, with the cries of a voice that refembled 
the ringing of a cracked bafin: for, 
their peals of . laughter were ftill more 
predominant. 


H 4 
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Nouronihar, in the inebriety of ypnthfuf 
fpirits, being ufcd only to Eunuchs of ordi¬ 
nary Harems; and having never feen any 
thing fo royal, and difgufting; was fay 
more diverted than all of the reft. She be¬ 
gan to parody fome Perfian verfes; and fuitg 
irith an accent mofl demurely piquant : 

u O gentle white dove, as thou foaPft 
through the air, 

Vouchfafe one kind glance on the mate of 
thy love: 

Melodious Philomel, I am thy role; 

Warhle fqme couplet to ravjfh my heart!” 

The Sultanas and their flayes, ftimulated 
by thefe pleafantries; perfevered at the 
fwing, with fuch unremitted affiduity; that, 
at length, the cord which had fecured it, 
fnapt fuddenly afunder; and Bababalouk fell, 
floundering like a turtle, to the bottom of 

the bath. This accident occafioned a uni- 

✓ • ' - - • 

verfal Ihout. Twelve little doors, till now 
unobfervfed, flew open at once; and the 
ladies, in an inftant, made their efcape; after 

throwing 
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growing all the towels on his head; and 
putting out the lights that remained. 

The deplorable anima}, in water to the 
fihin; overwhelmed with darknefs; and un¬ 
able to extricate himfelf from the wrap that 
pmbarraffed him; was (till doomed to hear, 
for his further confolation, the frefh burfts 
of merriment his difafter occafipned. He 
buftled, but in vain, to get from the bath: 
for, the margin was become fo flippery, with 
the oil fpilt, in breaking the lamps; that, 
at every effort, he flid back, with a plunge; 
which refounded aloud, through the hollow 
of the dome. Thefe curled peals of laugh¬ 
ter, at every relapfe, were redoubled; and 
he, who thought the place infefted, rather, 
by devils, than women; refolved to ceafe 
groping, and abide in the bath; where, he 
amufed himfelf with foliloquies, interfperfed 
with imprecations; of which, his malicious 
neighbours, reclining on down, fuffered not 
an accent to efcape, In this deleftable 
plight, the morning furprized him. The 
jpaliph, wondering at his abfence, had 
5 caufed 
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eaufed him to be, every where, fought for. 
At laft, he was drawn forth, almoft fmother- 
ed, from the wifp of linen; and wet, even 
to the marrow. Limping, and chattering 
his teeth, he appeared before his matter; 
who inquired, what was the matter; and. 
how he came foufed, in fo ftrange a pickle ? 
—“ And why did you enter this curfed 
lodge?” anfwered Bababalouk, gruffly.— 
“ Ought a Monarch like you, to vifit with 
his Harem, the abode of a grey bearded 
Emir; who knows nothing of life?—And, 
with what gracious damfels doth the place 
too, abound! Fancy to yourfelf, how they 
have foaked me, like a burnt cruft; and 
made me dance, like a jack-pudding, the 
live-long night through, on their damnable 
fwing. What an excellent leffon for your 
Sultanas to follow; into whom I have in- 
ftilled fuch referve and decorumi!” Vathek, 
comprehending not a fyllable of all this in¬ 
ventive, obliged him to relate minutely the 
tranfaftion: but, inftead of fympathizing 
with the miferable fufferer, he laughed im¬ 
moderately at the device of the fwing; and 
the figure of Bababalouk, mounting upon 

it. 
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it. The flung Eunuch could fcarcely pre- 
ferve the femblance of refpeft. “ Aye, laugh, 
my Lord! laugh,” faid he; but I wifh this 
Nouronihar would play fome trick on you: 
fhe is too wicked to fpare, even Majefty it- 
felf.” Thefe words made, for the prefent, 
but a flight impreflion on the Caliph; but 
they, not long after, recurred to his 
mind. 

This converfation was cut fliort by Fa- 
kreddin; who came to requeft that Vathek 
would join in the prayers and ablutions, to 
be folemnized on a fpacious meadow; wa¬ 
tered by innumerable ftreams. The Caliph 
found the waters refrefliing; but the prayers 
abominably irkfome. He diverted himfelf, 
however, with the multitude of Calenders, 
Santons, and Derviches, who were continu¬ 
ally coming and going; but, efpecially with 
the Bramins, Faquirs, and other enthufiafts ; 
who had travelled from the heart of India, 
and halted, on their way, with the Emir. 
Thefe latter had, each of them, fome mum¬ 
mery, peculiar to himfelf. One dragged a 
huge chain, where ever he went; another. 


an 
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an ouran-otltang; whilft a third, was fur- 
ruftied with fcourges; and all performed to a 
charm. Some clambered up trees, holding 
one foot in the air; others poifed themfelves 
over a fire; and, without mercy, filliped 
their no£es. There were fome amongft 
them, that cheriftved vermin; which were 
not ungrateful, in requiting their, careffes. 
Thefe rambling fanaticks revolted the hearts 
of the Derviches, the Calenders, and Santons; 
however, the vehemence of their averfion foon 
fubfided; under the hope that the prefence 
of the Caliph would cure their folly; and 
convert them to the Muflulman faith. But, 
ptlas! how great was their difappointment! 
for Vathek, inftead of preaching to them, 
treated them as buffoons; bade them pre- 
fent his compliments to Vifnow and Ixhora, 
and difcovered a predile&ion for a fquat old 
tnan from the ifleof Serendib; who was more 
ridiculous than any of the reft. “ Come !” 
faid he, ‘‘ for the love of your gods, beftow 
a few flaps on your chops; to amufe me.” 
The old fellow, offended at fuch*an addrefs, 
began loudly to weep; but, as he betrayed 

a vih 
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a villainous drivelling in his tears, the Ca- 1 
liph turned his back, and liftened to Bababa- 
louk; who whifpered, whilft he held the 
umbrella over him: “ Your Majefty lhould 
be cautious of this odd affembly; which 
hath been collected, I know not for what. 
Is it neceffary to exhibit fuch fpedaeles to 
a mighty Potentate; with interludes of Ta- 
lapoins more mangy than dogs ? Were I you, 
I would command a fire to be kindled ; and 
at once, purge the earth of the Emir, his 
Harem, and all his menagery .”—“ Tufh, 
dolt,” anfwered Yathek; “ and know, that 
all this infinitely charms me. Nor fhall I 
leave the meadow, till I have vifited every 
hive of thefe pious mendicants.”—Where* 
ever the Caliph directed his courfe, objedts 
of pity were fure to fwarm round him: the 
blind; the purblind; fmarts, without nofes ; 
damfels, without ears; each to extoll the 
munificence of Fakreddin; who, as well as 
his attendant Grey-beards, dealt about, gratis, 
plafters and cataplafms, to all that applied. At 
noon, a fuperb corps of cripples made its ap¬ 
pearance ; and, foon after, advanced, by pla¬ 
toons, on the plain,, the completed; aflbcia- 

tion 
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tion of invalids, that had ever been embo¬ 
died, till then. The blind went groping, 
with the blind; the lame limped on, toge¬ 
ther; and the maimed made geftures to each 
other, with the only arm that remained. 
The lides of a confiderable water-fall were 
crowded by^ the deaf; amongft whom were 
fome from Pegfi, with ears uncommonly 
handfome and large, but were ftill lefs able 
to hear, than the reft. Nor were there 
wanting others in abundance, with hump¬ 
backs; wenny necks; and, even, horns of an 
exquifite polilh. 

The Emir, to aggrandize the folemnity 
of the feftival, in honour of his illuftrious 
Vifitant; ordered the turf to be fpread, on 
all fides, with lkins, and table-cloths; upon 
which were ferved up for the good Mufful- 
mans pilaus of every hue, with other ortho¬ 
dox difhes; and, by the exprefs order of 
Vathek, who was fhamefully tolerant, fmall 
plates of abominations, for regaling the reft. 
This Prince, on feeing fo many mouths put 
in motion, began to think it time for em¬ 
ploying his own. In fpite, therefore, of 
4 every 
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every remonftrance, from the Chief of his 
Eunuchs; he refolved to have a dinner dreff- 
ed on the fpot. The complaifant Emir im¬ 
mediately gave orders, for a table to be 
placed in the ihade of the willows. The 
firft fervice confifted of filh; which they 
drew from a river, flowing over fands of 
gold, at the foot of a lofty hill. Thefe, were 
broiled, as fall as taken; and ferved up, 
with a fauce of vineager, and fmall herbs 
that grew on Mount Sinai: for, every 
thing with the Emir was excellent, and 
pious. 

The defert was not quite fet on, when the 
found of lutes, from the hill, was repeated 
by the echoes of the neighbouring moun¬ 
tains. The Cajiph, with an emotion of 
pleafure and furprize, had no fooner raifed 
up his head, than a handful of jafmine drop¬ 
ped on his face. An abundance of tittering 
fucceeded thefrolick; and, inftantly, appear¬ 
ed through the bullies, the elegant forms of 
feveral young females; flapping, and bound¬ 
ing, like roes. The fragrance diffufed from 

their 
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their hair, ftruck the fenfe of Vathek; who^ 
in an extacy, fufpending his repaft, faid to 
Bababalouk: fC Are the Perics come down 
from their fpheres ? Note her, in particular, 
whofe form is fb perfect; venturoufly run¬ 
ning on the brink of the precipice, and 
turning back her head, as regardlefs of no¬ 
thing, but the graceful flow of her robe. 
With what captivating impatience doth fhe 
contend with the bulhes for her veil ? could 
it be Ihe who threw the jafmine at me ?” 
“ Aye! fhe it was; and you too would Ihe 
throw, from the top of the rock;” anfwered 
Bababalouk; “ for that is my good friend 
Nouronilrar, who fo kindly lent me her 
fwing. My dear Lord and Matter,” added 
he, twilling a twig that hung by the rind, 
from a willow, “ let me correct her, for her 
want of refpe£t: the Emir will have no rea- 
Ion to complain; lince (bating what I owe 
to his piety) he is much to be cenfured, for 
keeping a troop bf girls on the mountains, 
whofe lharp air gives their blood, too brillc 
a circulation.” 


Peace f 



THE CALIPH VATHEK. II3 

“ Peace, blafphemer, (aid the Caliph; 
lpeak not thus of her, who, over her moun¬ 
tains, leads my heart, a willing captive. 
Contrive, rather, that my eyes may be fixed 
upon hers: that I may refpire her fweet 
breath; as lhe bounds panting along thefe 
delightful wilds!” On faying thefe words, 
Vathek extended his arms towards the hill; 
and diredting his eyes, with an anxiety un¬ 
known to him before, endeavoured to keep 
within view the objedt that enthralled his 
foul: But her courfe was as difficult to fol¬ 
low, as the flight of one of thofe beautiful 
blue butterflies of Cachemire, which are, at 
once, fo volatile and rarfc. 

The Caliph, not fatisfied with feeing, 
wiihed alfo to hear Nouronihar; and eagerly 
turned to catch the found of her voice. At laft, 
he diftinguiflied her whifpering to one of her 
companions, behind the thicket from whence 
lhe had thrown the jafmine; “ A Caliph, it 
muftbe owned, is a fine thing to fee; but, my 
little Gulchenrouz is much more amiable: one 
lock of his hair, is of more value to me; 
than the richeft embroidery of the Indies. 
I had rather that his teeth Ihould mifchie- 
I voufly 
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vbufljr p'refs my finger; than the richeft ring; 
of the imperial treafure. Where have you 
left him, Sutlememe ? and why is he, now, 
not here?" 

The agitated Caliph ftllf wiihed to hear 
more; but Ihe immediately retired, with all 
her attendants. The fond Monarch purfued 
her witH his feyes, till lhe was gone out of 
fight; and then continued like a bewildered 
and benighted traveller, from whom the 
clouds had obfcured the conftellation 'that 
guided his way. The curtain of night feein- 
ed dropped Before him: every thing ap¬ 
peared difcoloured. The falling waters fill¬ 
ed his foul with dejection, and his tears 
trickled down the jafmines, he had caught 
from Nouronihar, and placed in his inflamed 
Bofom. He fnatchedup a fhining pebble, to- 

remind him of the foene, where he felt the 

! 

firft tumults of love. Two hours were elapf- 
ed, and evening drew on; before he could 
refolve to depart from the place. He often, 
but in vain, attempted to go: a foft languor 
enervated the powers of his mind. Extend¬ 
ing himfelf on the brink of the ftream, he 

turned 
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turhed hi* feyfes towards the blue fummils of 
the mountain, and exclaimed: “ What con¬ 
cealed: thou behind thee? what is palling in 
thy folitudes? Whither is Ihe gone? O 
heaven! perhaps, the is now wandering in 
thy grottoes, with her happy Gulchen- 
Jrouz ! ,J 

In the mean time, the -damps began to de- 
fcend; and the Emir, folicitous for the 
health of the Caliph, ordered the imperial 
Jitter tp be brought. Vathek, abforbed in 
his reveries, was imperceptibly removed, and 
.conveyed hack to the faloon, that received 
him the evening before. 


But, let us leave the Caliph, immerfed in 
his new paffion; and attend Nouroiiihar be* 
yond the rocks; where, lhe had again joined 
her beloved Gulchenrouz. This Gulchen- 
rouz was the fon of Ali Hafian, brother to 
the Emir; and the mod delicate and lovely- 
creature in the world. Ali Hafian, who had 
been abfent ten years, on a voyage to the 
unknown feas, committed, at his depar¬ 
ture, this child, the only furvivojr of many* 

1 2 to 
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to the care and p rot eft ion of his brother. 
Gulchenrouz could write in various charac¬ 
ters with precifion, and paint upon vellum, 
the moft elegant arabefques that fancy could 
devife. His fweet voice accompanied the 
lute in the moft inchanting manner; and, 
when he fung the loves of Megnoun and 
Leileh; or fome unfortunate lovers of an¬ 
cient days; tears infenlibly overflowed the 
cheeks of his auditors. The verfes he com- 
pofed (for, like Megnoun, he, too, was a 
poet) infpired that unrefifting languor, lo 
frequently fatal to the female heart. The 
women all doated upon him: for, though he 
had palled his thirteenth year; they ftill 
detained him in the Harem. His dancing 
was light as the goflfamer, waved by the ze¬ 
phyrs of fpring; but his arms, which twined 
fo gracefully with thofe of the young girls 
in the dance, could neither dart the lance in 
the chace; nor curb the fteeds, that paftured 
his uncle’s domains. The bow, however, 
he drew with a certain aim, and would have 
excelled his competitors, in the race; could 

he 
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he have broken the ties, that bound him to 
Nouronihar. 

The two brothers had mutually engaged 
their children to each other; and Nouroni¬ 
har loved her coufin, more than her eyes. 
Both had the fame taftes, and amufements ; 
the fame long, languiihing looks; the fame 
trelfes; the fame fair complexions; and, 
when Gulchenrouz appeared in the drefs of 
of his Coufin, he feemed to be. more femi¬ 
nine than even herfelf. If, at any time, he 
left the Harem, to vifit Fakreddin; it was 
V r ith all the bafhfulnefs of a fawn, that con- 
fcioully ventures’ from the lair of its dam; 
he was, however, wanton enough to mock 
the folemn old greybeards, to whom he was 
fubject; though fure to be rated, without 
mercy, in return. Whenever this happened, 
he would plunge into the recedes of the 
Harem; and, fobbing, take refuge in the 
arms of Nouronihar: who loved, even, his 
faults, beyond the virtues of others. 

It fell out, this evening, that, after leav¬ 
ing the Caliph in the meadow, flie ran with 
I 3 Gulchen- 
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Gulchenrouz over the green fvrard of th# 
mountain, that lhelteped the vale, Wher$ 
Fakreddin had chofeii to refide. The fun 
was dilated on the edge of the horizon: and 
the young people, whofe fancies were lively 
and inventive, imagined they beheld, in the 
gorgeous clouds of the weft, the domes of 
Shadukiam, and Atnbreabad; where th6 
Peries have fixed their abode. Nouroniharj 
fitting on the flope of the hill, fupported on 
her knees, the perfumed head of Gulchen- 
rouz. The air was calm, and no found 
ftitred, but the Voices of other young girls, 
Who were drawing Cool water from the 
ftreams below. The unexpected arrival of 
the Caliph; and the fplendour that marked 
his appearance; had already filled with emo¬ 
tion, the ardent foul of Nouronihar. Her 
vanity irrefiftibly prompted her, to pique 
the Prince’s attention ; and this, fhe before 
took good care to effeft, whilft he picked 
tip the jafmine, the had thrown upon him. 
But, when Gulchenrouz afked after the 
flowers he had culled for her bofom ; Nou- 
ronihar was all in confufion. She haftily 
killed his forehead; arofe in a flutter; and 

walked^ 
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walked, with unequal ftepsf, on the border 
of the precipice. Night advanced, and the 
pure gold of the fetting fun had yielded to a 
fanguine red; the glow of which, like the 
reflexion of a burning furnace, fluihed 
Noyronihar’s animated countenance. Gul- 
tchenray?, alarmed at the agitation of his 
Coufin; daid to her, with a fupplicating 
accent“Let jus be gone; the Iky looks 
portentous j the tamarilks tremble more than 
common; and the raw wind chills my very 
heart. Lome ! let us he gone; ’tis a me¬ 
lancholy night !** Then, taking hold of 
her hand, he drew it towards the path, he 
hefought her to go, Nouronihar, uncon- 
fcioufly, followed the attraction; for, a thou- 
fand ftrange imaginations occupied her fpi- 
rit. She pafled ,the large round of honey- 
•fuckles, her favourite .refort, without ever 
vouchfafing it a glance; yet Gulchenrouz 
could not help fnatching off a few lhoots in 
his way; though he ran, as if a wild beaft 
were behind. 


The young females feeing him approach 
in fuch hade; and, according to cuflom, 
I 4 expedting 
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expe&ing a dance; inftantly aflembled in a 
circle, and took each other by the hand : 
but Gulchenrouz, coming up out of breath, 
fell down, at once, on the grafs. This ac¬ 
cident ftruck with confternation the whole 
of this frolickfome party; whilft Nouro- 
nihar, half diftrafted; and overcome, both 
by the violence of her exercife, and the tu* 
mult of her thoughts ; funk feebly down at 
his fide; cherithed his cold hands in her 
bofom ; and chafed his temples, with a 
fragrant unguent. At length, he came to 
himfelf, and, wrapping up his head in the 
robe of his Coufin, intreated that the would 
not return to the Harem. He was afraid of 
being fnapped at by Shaban his tutor; a 
wrinkled old Eunuch of a furly difpofition ; 
for, having interrupted the ftated walk of 
Nouronihar, he dreaded left the churl thould 
take it amifs. The whole of this fprightly 
group, fitting round upon a moffy knole, 
began to entertain themfelves with vari¬ 
ous paftimes; whilft their fuperintendants,' 
the Eunuchs, were gravely converting, at a 
diftance. The nurfe of the Emir’s daughter, 
obferving her pupil fit ruminating, with her 

eyes 
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eyes on the ground; endeavoured to amufe 
her with diverting tales; to which Gulchen- 
rouz, who had already forgotten his inqui¬ 
etudes, liftened with a breathlefs attention. 
He laughed ; he clapped his hands; and 
pafled a hundred little tricks on the whole 
of the company, without omitting the Eu¬ 
nuchs ; whom he provoked to run after him, 
in fpite of their age, and decrepitude. 

During thefe occurrences, the moon arofe, 
the wind fubfided, and the evening became 
fo ferene and inviting, that a refolution was 
taken, to fup on the fpot. Sutlememe, who 
excelled in dreffing a fallad; having filled 
large bowls of porcelain, with eggs of fmall 
birds, curds turned with citron juice, llices 
of cucumber, and the inmoft leaves of deli¬ 
cate herbs; handed it round from one to 
another ; and gave each their ftiares, in a 
large fpoon of Cocknos. Gulchenrouz, 
nettling, as ufual, in the bofom of Nouro- 
nihar, pouted out his Vermillion little lips 
againft the offer of Sutlememe; and would 
take it, only, from the hand of his Coufin, 
on whofe mouth he hung, like a bee ine¬ 
briated 
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briated with the quinteffence of flowers. 
One of the Eunuchs ran to fetch melons; 
whilft others were imployed in lhowering 
down almonds, from the branches that ovesr- 
hung this amiable party. 

In the raidft of this feftive fcene, there 
appeared a light on the top of the highfift 
mountain, which attracted the notice of 
every eye. This light, was not lefs bright 
than the moon, when at full; and might 
have been taken for her, had it not been that 
the moon was already rifea. The pheno¬ 
menon occafioned a general furprize; and no 
one could conjedture the caufe. It could not 
be a fire; for, the light was dear and bluifti; 
nor had meteors ever been feen of that mag¬ 
nitude, or fplendor. This itrange light 
faded, for a moment; and immediately re¬ 
newed its brightnefs. It flrft appeared mo- 
tioplefs, at the foot of the rock; whence, it 
darted, in an inftant, to fparkle in a thicket 
of palm-trees : from thence, it glided along 
the torrent; and at laft, fixed, in a glen, that 
was narrow and dark. The moment it had 
taken its diredtion; Gulchenrouz, whofe 

heart 
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heart always trembled at any thing fudden, 
or rare ; drew Nouronihar by the robe; and 
anxiouily requefted her to return, to the 
Harem. The women were importunate, in 
feconding the intreaty; but the curiofity of 
the Emir’s daughter prevailed. She not 
only refqfed to go back; but refolved, at all 
hazards, to purfue the appearance. Whilft 
they were debating what was beft to be done j 
the light fhot forth fo dazzling a blaze, that 
they all fled away, flirieking. Nouronihar 
followed them a few fteps; but, coming to 
the turn of a little bye path, flopped; and 
went back, alone. As lhe ran with an alert- 
nefs peculiar to herfelf: it was not long, 
before lhe came to the place, where they 
had juft been fupping. The globe of fire, 
now, appeared ftationary in the glen; and 
burned in majeftjck ftillnefs. Nouronihar^, 
comprefling her hands upon her bofom; he- 
fltated, for fome moments, to advance. The 
folitude of her fltuation was new; the li¬ 
cence of the night, awful; and every ob¬ 
ject infpired fenfations, which, till then, lhe 
never had felt. The affright of Gulchea- 
rouz recurred to her mind; and lhe, a thou* 

fand 
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fand times* turned to go back; but, this 
luminous appearance was always before her. 
Urged on by an irrefiltible impulfe, lhe 
continued to approach it; in defiance 
of every obftacle that oppofed her pro- 
grefs. 

At length, lhe arrived at the opening of 
the glen; but, inftead of coming up to 
the light, lhe found herfelf furrounded by 
darktiefs; excepting that, at a confiderable 
diftance, a faint fpark glimmered, by fits. 
She Hopped, a fecond time: the found of 
water-falls mingling their murmurs; the 
hollow ruftlings amongft the palm-branches; 
and the funereal fcreams of the birds from 
their rifted trunks; all confpired to fill her 
with terror. She imagined, every moment, 
[that die trod on fome venomous reptile. All 
the flories of malignant Dives, and difmal 
Goules thronged into her memory: but, her 
curiofity was, notwithftanding, more predo¬ 
minant, than her fears. She, therefore, 
firmly entered a winding track, that led to¬ 
wards the fpark; but, being a ftranger to 
the path, lhe had not gone far, till lhe be¬ 
gan 
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gan to repent of her rafhnefs. “ AlaS!” faid 
ihe, “ that I were but in thofe fecure, and 
illuminated apartments, where my evenings 
glided on, with Gulchenrouz! Dear child! 
how would thy heart flutter with terror, wert 
thou wandering in thefe wild folitudes, 
like me!” At the clofe of this apoftrophe, 
fhe regained her road; and, coming to fteps 
hewen out in the rock, afcended them undif- 
mayed. • The light, which was now gradu¬ 
ally enlarging, appeared above her, on the 
fummit of the mountain. At length, ihe 
diftinguiftied a plaintive, and melodious 
union of voices, proceeding from a fort of 
cafern; that refembled the dirges which 
are fung over tombs. A found, likewife, 
like that which arifes from the filling of 
baths; at the fame time, ftruck her ear. She 
continued afcending, and difcovered large 
wax torches in full blaze, planted here and 
there, in the fiffures of the rock. This pre¬ 
paration filled her with fear; whilft the fub- 
tle and potent odour, which the torches 
exhaled, caufed her to fink, almoft lifelefs, 
at the entrance of the grot. 


2 


Calling 
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Gaftwjg her eyes within, in this hied of 
trance; fhe beheld a large ciftern of gold, 
filled with a water, whofe vapour diftilled 
©a her face, a dew of the eflence of rofes. 
A foft fymphony refounded through the 
grot. On the fides of the ciftern, fhe no¬ 
ticed appendages of royalty, diadems and 
feathers of the heron; all fparkling with 
carbuncles. Whilft her attention was 

on this difplay of magnificence; 
the mufick -Oeafed, and a voice inftaeGly 
-demanded: “ For what monarch were 
thefe torches kindled.; this bath prepared; 
and thefe habiliments ? whioh belong, 

not only to the fovereigns of the earth; 
but, even, to the Talifmanick Powers !” 
.To which a fecond voice anfwered : “ They 
are for the charming daughter of the Emir 
Fakreddin .”—“ What,” replied the firft, 
“ for that trifler, who confumes her time 
with a giddy child; immerfed in foftnefs} 
-and who, at beft, can make but an enervated 
’htrfband And can fhe,” rejoined the 
other voice, “ be amufed with fuch empty 
trifles; whilft the Caliph, the fbvereign of 
the world; he, who is deftined to enjoy the 

treafurcs 
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freafures of the Pre»adamite Sukaasj a 
prince fix feet high; and whofe eyes per¬ 
vade the inmoft foul of a female ; is inflamed 
with the love of her. No ! Ihe will be wife 
enough to anfwer that paffion alone, that 
can aggrandize her glory. No doubt 
Ihe will; and defpife the puppet of her 
fancy. Then all the riches this place con¬ 
tains ; as well as the carbuncle of Giaraf- 
ehid, Ikall be hers.”—“ You judge right,” 
returned the firft voice; “ and I hafte to 
Iftakhar, to prepare the palace of fubterra? 
nean fire, for the reception of the bridal pair.” 

The voices eeafed ; the torches were ex- 
tinguiflied, the raoft entire darknefs 'fuc- 
ceeded; and Nouronihar, recovering with a 
ftart, found herfelf reclined on a fofa, in the 
Harem of her Father. She clapped her 
hands; and immediately came together 
Gulchenrouz, and her women ; who, in de- 
fpair at having loft her, had difpatched 
Eunuchs to feek her, in every dire&kan 
Shaban appeared with the reft ; and began, 
to reprimand her, with an air of confequence: 
“ Little impertinent,” faid he, “ whence 
5 S° £ 
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got you falfe keys ? or, are you beloved of 
fome Genius, that hath given you a pick- 
lock ? I will try the extent of your power: 
come ; to your chamber ! through the two 
Iky-lights; and expedt not the company of 
Gulchenrouz :—be expeditious ! I will fliut 
you up in the double tower.”—At thefe me¬ 
naces, Nouronihar indignantly raifed her 
head; opened on Shaban her black eyes; 
which, fince the important dialogue of the in- 
chanted grot, were confiderably inlarged; and 
faid : “ Go, fpeak thus to Haves ; but learn to 
reverence her, who is born to give laws, and 
fubjedt all, to her power.” 

She was proceeding in the fame ftyle, but 
wais interrupted by a fudden exclamation of, 
« The Caliph ! The Caliph!”—The cur¬ 
tains, at once, were thrown open; aftd the 
Haves proftrate in double rows; whilft poor 
little Gulchenrouz hid himfelf, beneath the 
elevation of a fofa. At firft, appeared, a 
file of black Eunuchs, trailing after them 
long trains of muflin, embroidered with 
gold; and holding in their hands, cenfers; 
which difpenfed, as they paffed, the grate- 

" ' ful 
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ful perfume of the wood of aloes. Next* 
marched Bababalouk, with a folemn ftrutt 5 
and tolling his head, as hot overpleafed at 
the vifit. Vathek came clofe after, fuperbly 
robed : his gait was unembarraffed and no¬ 
ble ; and his prefence would have engaged 
admiration, though he had not been the So¬ 
vereign of the world. He approached Nou- 
ronihar with a throbbing heart, and feemed 
enraptured at the full effulgence of her ra¬ 
diant eyes; of which he had before caught 
but a few glimpfes: but lhe inftantly de- 
preffed them; and her confufion augmented 
her beauty. 

Bababalouk, who was a thorough adept 
in coincidences of this nature; and knew 
that the worft game fhould be played with 
the beft face; immediately made a lignal for 
all to retire; and no fooner did he perceive 
beneath the fofa, the little one’s feet; than he 
drew f him forth, without ceremony; fet him 
upon his fhoulders; and lavifhed on him, as 
he went off, a thoufand odious careffes. Gul- 
chenrouz cried out; and refilled till his cheeks 
became the colour of the bloffem of the 
K pome- 
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pomegranate; and the tears that flatted into 
his eyes, fliot forth a gleam of indignation. 
He caft a fignificant glance at Nouronihar ; 
which, the Caliph noticing, alked:—“ is 
that then, yoiir Gulchenrouz ?”—“ Sove¬ 
reign of the world! ” anfwered Ihe, u fpare 
myCoufin,whofe innocence and gentlenefs de- 
ferve not your anger!”—“Takecomfort,”faid 
Vathek, with a fmile; “ he is in good hands. 
Bababalouk is fond of children; and ne¬ 
ver goes without fweetmeats and comfits.” 
The daughter of Fakreddin was abalhed; 
and fuffered Gulchenrouz to be borne away, 
without adding a word. The tumult of her 
bofom betrayed her confufion; and Vathek, 
becoming ftill more impaflioned, gave a 
loofe to his frenzy; which had only not fub- 
dued the laft faint ftrugglings of reludtance, 
when the Emir fuddenly burlling in, .threw 
his face upon the ground, at the feet of the 
Caliph, and faid: “ Commander of the 
faithful! abafe not yourfelf to the meannefs 
of your flave.”—“ No, Emir,” replied Vat- 
hek, “ I raife her to an equality with my- 
felf: I declare her my wife; and the glory of 
your race Ihall extend, from one generation 

to 
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to another.”— 44 Alas ! my Lord,” laid Fak- 
reddin, as he plucked off the honours of his 
beard; 44 cut lhort the days of your faithful 
iervant, rather than force him to depart from 
his word. Nobronihar, aS her hands evince, 
is folemnly promifed to Gulchenrouz; the 
fon of my brother Ali Haffan: they are 
united, alfo, in heart; their faith is mutually 
plighted; and affiances, fo facred, cannot be 
broken.”— 44 What then!” replied the Ca* 
liph, bluntly, 44 would you furrender this 
divine beauty, to a hufband more womaniffi 
than herfelf? and can you imagine, that l 
will fuffer her charms to decay in hands fo 
inefficient and nervelefs? No! (he is deftined 
to live out her life, within my embraces: 
fuch is my will: retire; and difturb not the 
night, I devote to the homage of her 
charms.” 

The irritated Emir drew forth his fabre; 
prefented it to Vathek; and, ftretching out 
his neck, faid, in a firm tone of voice i 
44 Strike yout unhappy hoft, my Lord! he has 
lived long enough, fince he hath feen the 
Prophet’s Vicegerent violate the rights of 
K z hof- 
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hofpitality.” At his uttering thefe words, 
Nouronihar, unable to fupport, any longer, 
the conflict of her paffions, funk down, in 
a fwoon. Vathek, both terrified for her life, 
and furious at an oppofition to his will; bade 
Fakreddin affift his daughter, and with¬ 
drew; darting his terrible look at the unfor¬ 
tunate Emir; who fuddenly fell backward, 
bathed in a fweat; cold as the damp of 
death. 

Gulchenrouz, who had efcaped from the 
hands of Bababalouk, and was, that inftant, 
returned; called out for help, as loudly as 
he could; not having ftrength to afford it 
himfelf. Pale and panting, the poor child 
attempted to revive Nouronihar by eareffes; 
and it happened, that the thrilling warmth 
of his lips reftored her to life. Fakreddin be ¬ 
ginning alfo to recover, from the look of the 
Caliph; with difficulty tottered to a feat; and, 
after warily calling round his eye, to fee if this 
dangerous Prince were gone; fent for Shaban 
and Sutlememe; and faid to them, apart, 
“ My friends ! violent evils require as vio¬ 
lent remedies : the Caliph has brought defo- 
5 lation 
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lation and horror into my family; and, how, 
ihall we relift his power ? Another of his 
looks, will fend me to my grave. Fetch, 
then, that narcotick’ powder; which the 
Dervilh brought me from Aracan. A dofe 
of it, the effect of which will continue three 
-days, muft be adminiftered to each of thefe 
children. The Caliph will believe them to 
be dead; for, they will have all the appear¬ 
ance of death. We Ihall go, as if to inter 
them in the cave of Meimoune, at the en¬ 
trance of the great defert of fand; and near 
the cabin of my Dwarfs. When all the 
fpeftators Ihall be withdrawn, You, Shaban, 
and four feledfc Eunuchs, Ihall convey them 
to the lake; where, provilion Ihall be ready 
to fupport them, a month: for, one day al¬ 
lotted to the furprize this event will occa- 
lion; five, to the tears; a fortnight to re¬ 
flection ; and the reft, to prepare for renew¬ 
ing his progrefs; will, according to my cal¬ 
culation, fill up the whole time that Vat- 
hek will tarry; and I ihall, then, be freed f ro 
■his intrufion,* 
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(e Your plan,” faid Sutlememe, “ is a good 
one; if it can but be effected. I have remarked, 
that Nourpnihar is well able to fupport the 
glances of the Caliph; and, that he is far from 
being fparing of them to her: be allured, there¬ 
fore, notwithllanding her fondnefs for Gul- 
chenrouz; lhe will never remain quiet, while 
fhe knows him to be here; unlefs, we can per- 
fuade her, that both herfelf and Gulchenrouz 
are really dead; and, that they were conveyed- 
to thofe rocks, for a limited feafon, to expiate 
the little faults, of which their love was the 
paufe. We will add, that we killed our- 
felves in defpair; and that your dwarfs, 
whom they never yet faw, will preach to 
them dele&able fermons. I will engage 
that every thing lhall fucceed to the bent of 
your, wilhes,”—“ Be it fo!” faid Fakreddin, 

I approve your prppofal: Let us lofe not a 
moment, to give it effect,” 

They, forthwith, haftened to feek for 
the powder; which, being mixed in a Iher- 
bet, was immediately drunk by Gulchenrouz 
and Nouronihar, Within the fpace of an 

hour. 
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hour, both were feized with violent pal¬ 
pitations; and a general numbnefs gradu¬ 
ally enfued. They arofe from the floor: 
where they had remained ever fince the Ca¬ 
liph’s departure ; and, afcending to t^he fofa, 
reclined themfelves at full length upon it; 
clafped in each other’s embraces, “ Cherifii 
me, my dear Nouronihar!” faid Gulchen- 
rouz : “ put thy hand upon my heart; for it 
feels as if it were frozen. Alas ! thou art as 
cold as myfelf! hath the Caliph murdered 
us both, with his terrible look ?”—“ I am 
dying !” cried fhe, in a faultering voice-; 
“ Prefs me clofer; I am ready to expire!”— 
“ Let us die then, together,” anfwered the 
little Gulchenrouz; whilft his breaft laboured 
with a convulfive figh: “ let me, at leaft, 
breathe forth my foul on thy lips!” They 
fpoke no more, and became as dead. 

Immediately, the moll piercing cries were 
heard through the Harem; whilft Shaban 
and Sutlememe perfonated, with great 
adroitnefs, the parts of perfons in defpair. 
The Emir, who was fufficiently mortified, 
K 4 to 
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to be forced into fuch untoward expedients; 
and had now, for the firft time, made a trial 
of his powder, was- under no neceffity of 
counterfeiting grief. The flaves, who had 
flocked together from all quarters, flood 
motionlefs, at the fpe&acle before them. All 
lights were extinguilhed, fave two lamps; 
which flied a wan glimmering over the faces 
of thefe lovely flowers; that feemed to be 
faded in the fpring-time of life. Funeral 
veftments were prepared ; their bodies were 
waftied, with rofe-water ; their beautiful 
trefles were braided and incenfed; and they 
were wrapped in fyrnars whiter than alabaf- 
ter. At the moment, that their attendants 
were placing two wreaths of their favourite 
jafmines, on their brows; the Caliph,-who 
had jufl heard the tragical cataftjrophe, ar¬ 
rived, He looked not lefs pale and hag¬ 
gard, than the Goules; that wander, at 
night, among* graves. Forgetful of him- 
felf, and every one ejfe; he broke through 
the midfi of the flaves; fell proftrate at the 
foot of the fofa; beat his hofom ; called him- 
felf “ atrocious murderer!” and invoked upon 
his head, a thoufand imprecations. With a 

trembling 
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trembling hand he railed the veil, that co¬ 
vered the countenance of Nouronihar; and, 
uttering a loud fhriek, fell lifelefs on the 
floor. The Chief of the Eunuchs, dragged 
him off, with horrible grimaces; and re¬ 
peated as he went: “ Aye; I forefaw flie 
would play you, fome ungracious turn!” 

No fooner was the Caliph gone, than the 
Emir commanded biers to be brought; and 
forbad, that any one lhould enter the Ha¬ 
rem. Every window was fattened; all in- 
ftruments of mufick were broken; and the 
Imans began to recite their prayers. To¬ 
wards the clofe of this melancholy day, Vat> 
hek fobbed in filence; for, they had been 
forced to compofe, with anodynes, his con- 
vulfions of rage and defperation. 

. At the dawn of the fucceeding morn* 
ing, the wide folding • doors of the palace 
were fet open; and the funeral proceflion 
moved forward, for the mountain. The 
wailful cries of “ La Ilah ilia Alla!” reached 
to the Caliph; who was eager to cica- 
trife himfelf, and attend the ceremonial: 

nor. 
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Bor, could he have been difluaded; had not 
his exceflive weaknefs difabled him from 
walking. At the few firft fteps, he fell on 
the ground; and his people were obliged to 
lay him on a bed ; where he remained, many 
days, in fuch a ftate of infenfibility, as ex¬ 
cited companion in the Emir, himfelf. 

When the proceffion was arrived at the 
grot of Meimoune; Shaban and Sutlememe 
difmrffed the whole of the train, excepting 
the four confidential Eunuchs who were ap¬ 
pointed to remain. After refting fome 
moments near the biers, which had been 
left in the open air ; they caufed them 
to be carried to the brink of a fmall lake, 
whofe banks were over-grown with a hoary 
mofs. This, was the great refort of herons 
and ftorks; which preyed continually on lit¬ 
tle blue fifties. The dwarfs, inflrufted by 
the Emir, foon repaired thither; and, with 
the help of the Eunuchs, began to conftru£t 
cabins of rufties and reeds; a work, in which 
they had admirable lkill. A magazine alfo 
was contrived for provifions; with a fmall 
eratory for themfelves, and a pyramid of 

wood, 
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wood, neatly piled; to furnilh the neceffary- 
fuel: for, the air was bleak in the hollows 
of the mountains. 

At evening, two fires were kindled, on 
the brink of the lake; and the two lovely 
bodies, taken from their biers, were care¬ 
fully depofited, upon a bed of dried leaves, 
within the fame cabin. The dwarfs began 
to recite the Koran, with their clear, Ihrill 
voices; and Shaban and Sutlememe ftoodat 
fome diftance, anxioufly waiting the effe&s 
of the powder. At length Nouronihar and 
Gulchenrouz faintly flretched out their 
arms; and, gradually opening their eyes, be¬ 
gan to furvey, with looks of increafing 
amazement, every objeft around them. They, 
even, attempted to rife; but, for want of 
ftrength, fell back again. Sutlememe, on 
this, adminiftered a cordial, which the Emir 
had taken care to provide. 

Gulchenrouz, thoroughly aroufed, fneezed 
out aloud; and raifing himfelf, with an effort 
that expreffed his furprize, left the cabin; 
and inhaled the frefh air, with the greateft 

avidity. 
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avidity. ‘‘Yes; faidhe, I breathe, again!' 
again, do I exift ! I hear, founds! I, behold a 
firmament, fpangled over with ftars!” — 
Nouronihar, catching thefe beloved accents, 
extricated herfelf. from the leaves 1 ; and ran, 
to clafp Gulchenrouz to her bofom. The 
firft objects file remarked,, were their long 
fimars; their garlands of flowers; and their 
naked feet: ftie hid her face in her hands 
to refled:. The vifion of the enchanted 
bath; the defpair of her father; and, more 
vividly than both, the majeftic figure of 
Vathek, recurred to her memory. She re¬ 
collected alfo, that herfelf, and Gulchen¬ 
rouz, had been fick, and dying: but, all 
thefe images bewildered her mind. Not 
knowing where fire was; ftie turned her eyes, 
on all fides; as if to recognize the furround¬ 
ing fcene. This Angular lake; thofe flames 
reflected from its glafiy furface; the pale 
hues of its banks; the romantic cabins; the 
bull-rufties, that fadly waved their drooping 
heads; the ftorks, whofe melancholy cries, 
blended with the ftirill voices of the dwarfs 
every thing confpired to perfuade them, that 

the 
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the Angel of Death had opened the portal of 
fome other world. 

Gulchenrouz, on his part, loft in wonder, 
clung to the neck of his Coufin. He be¬ 
lieved himfelf in the region of Phantoms; 
and was terrified, at the filence lhe pre- 
ferved. At length addrefiing her: “ Speak,’* 
faidhe; “ where are we? do you not fee thofe 
fpedtres, that are ftirring the burning 
coals ? Are they Monker and Nakir; come 
to throw us into them ? Does the fatal 
bridge crofs this lake? whofe folemn ftill- 
nefs, perhaps, conceals from us an abyfs; 
in which, for whole ages, we ftiall be doomed 
inceflantly to fink.” 

No, my children!” faid Sutlememe, 
going towards them; “ take comfort! The 
exterminating Angel, who -conduced our 
fouls hither, after yours; hath affured us, 
that the chaftifement of your indolent and 
voluptuous life, lhall be reftri&ed to a cer¬ 
tain feries of years; which you muft pals in 
this dreary abode; where the fun is fcarcely 
vifible; and where the foil yields neithei 

fruits 
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fruits nor flowers. Thefe,” continued flie* 
pointing to the dwarfs, “will provide for our 
wants: for, fouls, fo mundane as ours, re¬ 
tain too ftrong a tindture of their earthly 
extra&ion. Inftead of meats, your food will 
be nothing but rice; and your bread fhall 
be moiftened in the fogs, that brood over the 
furface of the lake.” 

At this defolating profpedt, the poor chil¬ 
dren burft into tears, and proftrated themfelves 
before the dwarfs; who perfectly fupported 
their charafters, and delivered an excellent 
difcourfe, of a cuftomary length, upon the 
facred camel; which, after a thoufand years, 
was to convey them to the paradife of the 
faithful. 

The fermon being ended, and ablutions 
performed; they praifed Alla, and the Pro-* 
phet; fupped, very indifferently; and re¬ 
tired to their withered leaves. Nouronihar 
and her little Coufin, confoled themfelves 
on finding, that, though dead, they yet lay 
in one cabin. Having flept well before, the 
. remainder of the night was fpent in conver- 

fation. 
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fation, on what had befallen them; and 
both, from a dread of apparitions, betook 
themfelves for prote&ion to one another’s 
arms. 

In the morning, which was lowering and 
rainy, the dwarfs mounted high poles, like 
minarets ; and called them to prayers. The 
whole congregation, which confided of Sut- 
lememe, Shaban, the four Eunuchs, . and 
fomeftorks; werealready affembled. The two 
children came forth from their cabin, with a 
flow and dejeCted pace. As their minds were 
in a tender and melancholy mood; their de¬ 
votions were performed with fervour. No 
fooner were they finiflied, than Gulchenrouz 
demanded of Sutlememe, and the reft; “ how 
they happened to die, fo opportunely, for 
his coufin, and himfelf ?”■—“ We killed aur- 
felves,” returned Sutlememe, “ in defpair, at 
your death.” On this, faid Nouronihar; 
who, notwithftanding what was paft, had 
not yet forgotten her vifion :—“ And the Ca¬ 
liph ! is he alfo, dead of his grief? and will 
he likewife come hither ?” The dwarfs, who 
were prepared with an anfwer, moft demurely 

replied: 
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replied: <c Vathek is damned; beyond all 
redemption!”—“ I readily believe fo,” faid 
Gulchenrouz; “ and am glad, from my heart, 
to hear it; for I am convinced it was, his 
horrible look that fent us hither; to Men to 
lermons, and mefs upon rice.” One week 
palled away, on the fide of the lake, un¬ 
marked by any variety: Nouronihar rumi¬ 
nating on the grandeur, of which death had 
deprived her; and Gulchenrouz applying to 
prayers, and to panniers; along with the 
dwarfs, who infinitely pleafed him. 

Whilft this fcene of innocence was exhi¬ 
biting in the mountains, the Caliph pre¬ 
sented himfelf to the Emir, in a new light. 
The inftant he recovered the ufe of his fen- 
fes; with a voice that made Bababalouk 
-quake, he thundered out : “ Perfidious 
Giaour! I renounce thee for ever ! it is thou, 
who haft llain my beloved Nouronihar ! and 
I fupplicate the pardon of Mahomet; who 
would have preferved her to me, had I been 
more wife. Let water be brought, to per¬ 
form my ablutions; and let the pious Fak- 
reddin be called, to oiler up his prayers 

with 
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Vi'th mine, and reconcile me to him. After¬ 
wards, we will go together, and vifit the 
fepulchre of the unfortunate Nouronihar. I 
am refolved to become a hermit; and con- 
fume the refidue of my days, on this moun¬ 
tain ; in hope of expiating my crimes;” 

Nouronihar was not altogether fo con¬ 
tent ; for though lhe felt a fondnefs for Gul- 
chenrouz; who, to augment the attachment, 
had been left at full liberty with lier; yet 
lhe Hill regarded him as but a bauble, that 
bore no competition with the carbuncle of 
Giamfchid. At times, lhe indulged doubts 
on the mode of her being; and fcarcely 
could believe, that the dead, had all the 
wants, and the whims, of the living. To 
gain fatisfa&ion, however, on fo perplexing 
a topick; lhe arofe one morning, whilft all 
Were alleep, with a breathlefs caution, from 
the fide of Gulchenrouz; and, after having 
given himafoft kifs, began'to follow the wind¬ 
ings of the lake, till it terminated with a rock, 
whofe top was acceffible, though lofty. This 
lhe clambered up, withconfiderable toil; and, 
having reached the fummit, fet forward in a 
L run; 
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run; like a doe, that unwittingly follows her 
hunter. Though lhe Ikipped along, with 
the alertnefs of an antelope; yet, at inter¬ 
vals, lhe was forced to defift, and reft beneath 
the tamarilks, to recover her breath. Whilft 
lhe, thus reclined, was occupied with her 
little reflexions, on the apprehenlion that 
lhe had fome knowledge of the place; Vat- 
hek, who, finding himfelf that morning but 
ill at eafe, had gone forth before the dawn; 
prefented himfelf, on a fudden, to her view. 
Motionlefs with furprize, he durft not ap¬ 
proach the figure before him: which lay, 
Ihrowded up in a fymar, extended on the 
ground; trembling and pale; but yet, lovely 
to behold. At length, Nouronihar, with 
a mixture of pleafure and .affii&ion, railing 
her fine eyes to him, faid: “ My Lord! are 
you come hither to eat rice, and hear fer- 
mons, with me?”—“ Beloved Phantom!” 
cried Vathek; “ doft thou fpeak? haft thou 
the fame graceful form? the lame radiant 
features ? art thou palpable likewife ?” and, 
eagerly embracing her, added; “ Here are 
limbs and a bofom, animated with a gen¬ 
tle 



THE CALIPH VATHEK. I47 

tk warmth!—-what can fuch a prodigy 
mean ?” 


Nouronihar, with diffidence,* anfwered: 
11 You know, my Lord! that I died, on the 
night you honoured me with your vifit: 
my Coufin maintains, it was from one of 
your glances; but I cannot believe him: for, 
to me, they feem not fo dreadful. Gulchen- 
rouz died with me, and we were both 
brought into a region of defolation; where 
we are fed with a wretched diet. If 
you be dead alfo; and are come hither, to 
join us; I pity your lot : for, you will be 
ftunned with the noife of the dwarfs and the 
ftorks. Befides ; it is mortifying in the ex¬ 
treme, that you, as well as myfelf, fhould 
have loft the treafures of the fubterranean 
palace.’' 

At the mention of the fubterranean palace, 
the Caliph fufpended his carefles ; which 
indeed had proceeded pretty far, to feek 
from Nouronihar an explanation of her 
meaning. She then, recapitulated her vifion ; 
what immediately followed ; and the hiftory 
L 2 of 
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of her pretended death; adding, alfo,- a dd* 
fcription of the place of expiation, from 
whence Ihe had fled; and all, in a manner, 
that would have extorted his laughter; had 
not the thoughts of Vathek been too deeply 
engaged. No fooner, however, had Ihe 
ended, than he again clafped her to his bo- 
fom, and faid: “ Light of my eyes! the 
myftery is unravelled; we both are alive! 
Your father is a cheat, who, for the fake of 
dividing, hath deluded us, both: and the 
Giaour, whofe defign, as far as I can difco- 
ver, is, that we lhall proceed together, 
feems fcarce a whit better. 1 It fhall be fome 
time, at leaf!, before he find us in his Palace 
of fire. Your lovely little perfon; in my eftt- 
mation, is far more precious than all the 
treafures of the pre-adamite Sultans; and I 
wifli to poflefs it at pleafure, and, in open 
day, for many a moon; before I go to bur¬ 
row under ground, like a mole,” 

£C Forget this little trifler, Gulchenrouz ; 
and ”—“ Ah! my Lord !” interpofed Nou- 
ronihar, “ let me intreat, that you do him 
no evil.”—“ No no!” replied Vathek, “ I 

have 
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have already bid you forbear to alarm your- 
felf, for him. He has been brought up, 
too much, on milk and fugar; to ftimulate 
myjealoufy. We will leave him with the 
dwarfs; who, by the bye, are my old ac¬ 
quaintances : their company will fuit him 
far better than yours. As to other matters; 
I will return no more to your father’s. I 
want not to have my ears dinned, by him 
and his dotards, with the violation of the 
rights of hofpitality: as if it were lefs an 
honour for you,' to efpoufe the Sovereign of 
the world; than, a girl dreffed up like a 

hoy!” 

Nouronihar could find nothing to oppofe, 
in a difcourfe fo elqquent. She only wifhed 
the amorous Monarch had difcovered more 
ardour, for the carbuncle of Giamfchid: but 
flattered herfelf, it would gradually in- 
creafe; and, therefore, yielded to his will, 
with the moft bewitching fubmillion. 

When the Caliph judged it proper, he 
called for Bababalouk; who was afleep in 
the cave of Meimoune and dreaming that 
L 3 the 
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die phantom of Nouronihar, having mounted 
him, once more on her fwing, had juft 
given him fuch a jerk, that he, one moment, 
foared above the mountains; and the next, 
funk into the abyfs. Starting from his 
fleep, at the voice of his mafter; he ran, 
gafping for breath; and had nearly fallen 
backward at the fight, as he believed, of the 
fpedtre; by whom he had, fo lately, been 
haunted, in his dream. “ Ah, my Lord!” 
cried he, recoiling ten fteps, and covering 
his eyes with both hands; do you, then, per¬ 
form the office of a Goul! ’tis true, you 
have dug up the dead; yet hope not to make 
her your prey: for, after all fhe hath caufed 
me to fufter, ftie is even wicked enough, to 
prey upon you.” 

<£ Ceafe thy folly,” faid Vathek; “ and 
thou ffialt foon be convinced, that it is Nou- 
ronihar, herfelf; alive, and well: whom I 
clafp to my breaft. Go, only, and pitch my 
tents, in the neighbouring valley. There 
will I fix my abode, with this beautiful tulip; 
whofe colours I foon lhall reftore. There, 
exert thy beft endeavours to procure, what- 
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ever can augment the eiy’oyments of life; 
till I lhall difclofe to thee more of my 
will.” 

The news of lb unlucky an event, foon 
reached the ears of the Emir; who aban¬ 
doned himfelf to grief and defpair: and be¬ 
gan, as did all his old greybeards, to be¬ 
grime his vifage with afhes. A total fu- 
pinenefs enfued, travellers were no longer 
entertained; no more plaifters were fpread; 
and, inftead, of the charitable activity that 
had diftinguilhed this afylum; the whole of 
its inhabitants exhibited only faces of a half 
cubit long; and uttered groans, that accorded 
with their forlorn lituation. 

Though Fakreddin bewailed his Daughter, 
as loft to him for ever; yet, Gulchenrouz 
was not forgotten. He difpatched imme¬ 
diate inftrudtion to Sutlememe, Shaban, and 
the dwarfs; enjoining them not to undeceive 
the child, in refpeft to his ftate; but, under 
fome pretence, to cpnvey him, far from the 
lofty rock, at the extremity of the lake; to 
a place which he fhould appoint, as fafer 
L 4 from 
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from danger: for, he fufpefted that Vathek 
intended him evil, 

Gulchenrouz, in the mean while, was 
filled with amazement, at not finding his 
Coufin; nor were the dwarfs, at all lefs fur- 
prized : but, Sutlememe, who had more pe¬ 
netration, immediately gueffed what had hap¬ 
pened. Gulchenrouz was amufed, with the. 
delufiye hope of once more embraceing 
Nouronihar, in the interior receffes of the 
mountains : where the ground, ftrewed over 
with orange blofloms and jafmines, offered 
beds, much more inviting, than the 
withered leaves in their cabin: where, 
they might accompany, with their voices, 
the founds of their lutes; arid chace but¬ 
terflies, in concert. Sutlememe was far 
gone in this fort of defcription, when one 
of the four Eunuchs beckoned her afide, to 
apprize her of the arrival of a meffen- 
ger, from their fraternity; who had ex¬ 
plained the fecret of the flight of Nouro¬ 
nihar; and brought the commands of the 
Emir. 4 council, with Shaban and the 
dwarfs, was immediately held. Their bag¬ 
gage 
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gage being flowed in confequence of it, they 
embarked in a fhallop, and quietly failed, 
with the little one; who acquiefced in all 
their propofals. Their voyage proceeded in 
the fame manner, till they came to the 
place, where the lake finks beneath the hol¬ 
low of the rock: but, as foon as the bark had 
ottered it; and Gulchenrouz found himfelf 
furrounded with darknefs; he was feized 
with a dreadful confirmation, and, in- 
ceflantly, uttered the moft piercing outcries: 
for, he, now, was perfuaded, he Ihould ac¬ 
tually be damned; for having taken too 
many little freedoms, in his life-time, with his 
Coufin. 

But, let us return to the Caliph, and 
Her who ruled over his heart. Bababalouk 
had pitched the tents, and clofed up the ex¬ 
tremities of the valley, with magnificent 
fcreens of India cloth; which were guarded 
by Ethiopian flaves, with their drawi\ fi¬ 
bres. ' To preferve the verdure of this beau¬ 
tiful inclofure in its natural frefhnefs; the 
white Eunuchs went continually round it, 
with their red water veffels. The waving of 

fans 
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fans was heared, near the imperial pavilion; 
where, by {he voluptuous light that glowed 
through the muflins, the Caliph enjoyed, at 
full view, all the attractions of Nouronibar. 
Inebriated with delight, he was all ear to 
her charming voice, which accompanied 
the lute: while Ihe was not lefs captivated 
with his defcriptions of Samarah, and the 
tower full of wonders: but, efpecially, with 
his relation of the adventure of the ball; 
and the chafm of the Giaour, with its ebony 
portal. 

In this manner they converted, for a day 
and a night: they bathed together, in a ba- 
fin of black marble; which admirably re¬ 
lieved the fairnefs of Nouronihar. Bababa- 
louk, whofe good graces this Beauty had re¬ 
gained, fpared no attention, that their re¬ 
pays might be ferved up with the minuted: 
exaftnefs: fome exquifite rarity was ever 
placed before them; and he fent, even to 
Schiraz,for that fragrant and delicious wine, 
which had been hoarded up in bottles; prior 
to the birth of Mahomet. He had exca¬ 
vated little ovens in the rock, to bake the nice 

manchets 
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manchets which were prepared by the 
hands of Nouronihar; from whence, they 
had derived a flavour fo grateful to Vathek, 
that he regarded the ragouts of his other 
wives, as entirely maukifli: whilft they 
would have died at the Emir’s, of chagrin, 
at finding themfelves fo negleCted; if Fak- 
reddin, notwithftanding his refentment, had 
not taken pity upon them. 

The Sultana Dilara, who, till then, had 
been the favourite; took this dereliction of 
the Caliph to heart, with a vehemence na¬ 
tural to her character: for, during her conti¬ 
nuance in favour, .lhe had imbibed from 
Vathek, many of his extravagant fancies; 
and, was fired with impatience to behold the 
fiiperb tombs of Iftakar, and the palace of 
forty columns: befides; having been brought 
up amongft the Magi, lhe had fondly che- 
rilhed the idea of the Caliph’s devoting him- 
felf to the worfhip of fire: thus, his volup¬ 
tuous and defultory life with her rival, was 
to her a double fource of affliction. The 
tranfient piety of Vathek had occafioned her 
feme ferious alarms; but, the prefent, was an 

evil 
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evil of far greater magnitude. She refolved, 
therefore, without hefitation, to write to 
Carathis; and acquaint her, that all things 
went ill: that they had eaten, flept, and re¬ 
velled at an old Emir’s; whofe fan&ity was 
very formidable; and that, after all, the 
profpedt of poffeflTing the treafures of the 
preadamite Sultans, was no lefs remote, than 
before. This letter was intrufted to the care 
of two woodmen, who were at work on one 
of the great forefts of the mountains; and, 
being acquainted with the fhorteft cuts, ar? 
rived, in ten days, at Samarah. 


ThePrincefs Garathis was engaged at chefs ? 
with Morakanabad; when the arrival of thefe 
wood-fellers was announced. She, after 
fome weeks of Vathek ? s abfence, had forfa- 
ken the upper regions of her tower; becaufe 
every thing appeared in confufion among 
the ftars; whom fhe eonfulted, relative to 
the fate of her fon. In vain did flie renew her 
fumigations, and extend herfelf on the roof, to 
obtain myftic vifions; nothing more could fhe 
fee in her dreams, than pieces of brocade; nofe- 
gays of flowers; and other unmeaning gew¬ 
gaws. Thefe difappointments had thrown 

5 her > 
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her, Into a ftate of dejedtion; which no 
drug, in her power, was fufficient to remove. 
Her only refource was in Morakartabad; 
who, was a good man, and endowed with 
a decent {hare of confidence; yet, whilft 
in her company, he never thought him- 
felf on rofes. 

No perfon knew aught of Vathek; and a 
thoufand ridiculous ftories were propagated, 
at his expence. The eagernefs of Carathisy 
may be eafily gueffed, at receiving the let¬ 
ter; as well as her rage, at reading tire dif- 
folute condudt of her fon. “ Is it fo!” faid file 3 
“ either I will perilh, or Vathek fhall enter 
the Palace of fire. Let me expire in flames, 
provided he may reign on the throne of Sen 
liman !” Having faid this, and whirled her- 
felf round, in a magical manner; which 
{truck Morakanabad with fuch terror, as 
caufed him to recoil: Ihe ordered her great 
camel Alboufaki, to be brought; and the 
hideous Nerkes with the. unrelenting Ca- 
four, to attend. “ I require no other reti¬ 
nue;” faid Ihe to Morakanabad: “ I am go¬ 
ing on affairs of emergency; a truce, there¬ 
fore. 
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fore, to parade ! Take, you, care of the 
people; Fleece them well, in my abfenee: 
for, we fhall expend large fums; and one 
knows not what may betide.” 

The night was uncommonly dark, and a 
peftilential blaft ravaged the plain of Catoul, 
that would have deterred any other traveller, 
however urgent the call: but, Carathis en¬ 
joyed mod whatever filled others with 
dread. Nerkes concurred in opinion with 
her; and Cafour had a particular predi¬ 
lection for a peftilence. In the -morning, 
this accomplilhed caravan, with the wood- 
fellers who directed their route, halted, on 
the edge of an extenfive marlh; from whence, 
fo noxious a vapour arofe, as would have 
deftroyed any animal but Alboufaki; who 
naturally inhaled thefe malignant fogs. The 
peafants intreated their convoy, not to deep 
in this place. “ To fleep,” cried Carathis, 
<e what an excellent thought! I never deep, 
but for vifions; and, as to my attendants, 
their occupations are too many, to clofe the 
only eye they each have.” The poor pca- 
fants, who were not overpleafed with their 

party. 
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party, remained open-mouthed with fur 
prize* 


Carathis alighted, as well as her Ne- 
greffes; and feverally ftripping off their outer 
garments, they all ran in their drawers; to 
cull from thofe fpots, where the fun Ihone 
fierceft, the venomous plants that grew on 
the marfh. This provifion was made for the 
family of the Emir; and whoever might re¬ 
tard the expedition to Iftakar. The wood¬ 
men were overcome with fear, when they 
beheld thefe three horrible phantoms run; 
and, not much relifhing the company of Al- 
boufaki. Hood aghaft, at the command of Ca¬ 
rathis to fet forward; notwithftanding it was 
noon, and the heat fierce enough to calcine, 
even rocks. In fpite, however of every remon- 
ftrance, they were forced implicitly to fubmit. 

Alboufaki, who delighted in folitude, 
conftantly fnorted, whenever he perceived 
himfelf near a habitation; and Carathis, who 
was apt to fpoil him with indulgence, as 
conftantly turned him afide: fo that the 
peafants were precluded from procuring fub- 

liftence; 



fiftence; for, the milch goats and ewes, Which 
Providence had fent towards the diftriffc 
they traversed; to refrelh travellers with 
their milk ; all fled at the fight of the hide¬ 
ous animal, and his ftrange riders. As t<> 
Carathis, ihe needed no common aliment; 
for, her invention had previoufly furniflied 
her with an opiate, to flay her ftomach; fome 
of which, ihe imparted to her Mutes* 

At the fall of night, Alboufaki, making 
a fudden flop* ftampt with his foot; which; 
to Cafathis, who underftood his paces, was 
a certain indication that ihe was near the 
confines of fome cemetery. The moon ihed a 
bright light on the fpot, which ferved to dif- 
cover a long wall; with a large door in if; 
handing a-jar; and fo high, that Alboufaki 
might eafily enter. The miferable guides* 
who perceived their end approaching, hum¬ 
bly implored Carathis, as fhe had now. fo 
good an opportunity, to inter them; and, im> 
mediately, gave up the ghoft. Nerkes and 
Cafour, Whofe wit was of a ftyle peculiar 
to themfelves, were by no means parfimoni* 
ous of it, on the folly of thefe poor people; 
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not could any thing have been found more 
fuited to their tafte, than the fcite of the bu¬ 
rying ground, and the fepulchres, which its 
precincts contained. There were, at leaft, 
two thoufand of them, on the declivity of a 
hill: fome in the form of pyramids ; others, 
like columns; and, in Ihort, the variety of 
their fhapes was endlefs. Carathis was too 
much immerfed in her fublime contempla¬ 
tions, to flop at the view; charming as 
it appeared in her eyes. Pondering the 
advantages that might accrue from her pre- 
fent fituation, Ihe could not forbear to ex¬ 
claim : “ So beautiful a cemetery muft be 
haunted by Gouls! and they want not for in¬ 
telligence : having heedlefsly fuffered my 
guides to expire, I will apply for direcr 
tions to them; and, as an inducement, will 
invite them to regale on thefe frelh corpfes.” 
After this Ihort foliloquy, Ihe beckoned to 
Nerkes and Cafour; and made figns with her 
fingers, as much as to fay: “ Go; knock 
again!?: the fides of the tombs; and ftrike up 
your delightful w&rbling9, that are fo like to 
thofe of the guefts, whofe company I wifh 
to obtain.*’ 
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The 



THE HISTORY OF 


l 62 

The Negreffes, full of joy, at the behefts 
of their Miftrefs; and promifing themfelves 
much pleafure, from the fociety of the 
Gouls; went, with an air of conqueft, and 
began their knockings at the tombs. As 
their ftrokes were repeated, a hollow noife 
was heard in the earth; the furface hove up, 
into heaps; and the Gouls, on all (ides, 
protruded their nofes; to inhale the effluvia, 
which the carcaffes of the woodmen began to 
emit. 

They affembled before a farcophagus of 
white marble; where Carathis was feated, be¬ 
tween the bodies of her miferable guides. The 
Princefs received her vifitants with diftin- 
guifhed politenefs; and, when fupper was 
ended, proceeded with them to bufinefs. Hav¬ 
ing foon learnt from them, every thing fhe 
wifhed to difcover; it was her intention to fet 
forward forthwith, on her journey; but her 
Negreffes, who were forming tender con¬ 
nections with the Gouls, importuned her, 
with all their fingers, to wait; at leaf! till 
the dawn. Carathis, however, being chaflity 
in the abfirkCt, and an implacable enemy "-1 

love 
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love and repofe ; at once, rejected their 
prayer; mounted Alboufaki; and command¬ 
ed them, to take their feats, in a moment. 
Four days and four nights, Ihe continued 
her route; without turning to the right 
hand, or left: on the fifth, lhe traverfed the 
mountains, and half-burnt forefts; and ar¬ 
rived, on the fixth, before the beautiful 
fcreens, which concealed, from all eyes, the 
voluptuous wanderings of her fon. 

It was day-break, and the guards were 
fnoring on their polls, in carelefs fecurity, 
when the rough trot of Alboufaki awoke 
them, in confirmation. Imagining, that a 
group of fpeftres, afcended from the abyfs, 
was approaching; they all, without cere¬ 
mony, took to their heels. Vathek was, at 
that inftant, with Nouronihar, in the bath ; 
hearing tales, and laughing at Bababalouk, 
who related them: but, no fooner did the 
outcry of his guards reach him; than he 
flounced from the water like a carp ; and as 
foon threw himfelf back, at the fight of Ca- 
rathis; who, advancing with her Negreffes, 
upon Alboufaki, broke through the muflin 
M 2 awnings. 
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awnings, and veils of the pavilion. At this 
fudden apparition, Nouronihar (for Ihe was 
not, at all times, free from remorfe) fancied, 
that the moment of celeftial vengeance was 
come; and clung about the Caliph, in 
amorous defpondence. 

Carathis, ftill feated on her camel, foamed, 
with indignation, at the fpedtacle, which 
obfruded itfelf, on her chafte view. She 
thundered forth without check, or mercy : 
te Thou double-headed and four-legged mon- 
fter! what means all this winding, and 
writhing ? art thou not afhamed to be feen 
grafping this limber fapling; in preference 
to the fceptre of the preadamite Sultans ? Is 
it then, for this paltry doxy, that thou haft 
violated the conditions in the parchment of 
our Giaour ! Is it on her, thou haft lavilhed 
thy precious moments ! Is this the fruit of 
the knowledge I have taught thee ? Is this 
the end of thy journey ? Tear thyfelf from 
the arms of this little fimpleton; drown her, 
in the water before me ; and, inftantly, fol¬ 
low my guidance.” 


In 
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In the firft ebullition of his fury, Vathek 
refolved to make a fkeleton of Alboufaki; 
and to fluff the fkins of Carathis, and her 
Blacks: but the ideas of the Giaour, the 
palace of Iftakar, the fabres, and the talif- 
mans; flafhing before his imagination, with 
the fimultaneoufnefs of lightning; he be¬ 
came more moderate, and faid to his mother, 
in a civil, but decifive tone; “ Dread La¬ 
dy ! you lhall be obeyed; but I will not 
drown Nouronihar: fhe is fweeter to me 
than a Myrabolan comfit; and is enamoured 
of carbuncles; efpecially that, of Giamfchid; 
which hath alfo been promifed to be con¬ 
ferred upon her: fhe, therefore, lhall go 
along with us; for, I intend to repofe with 
her, beneath the canopies of Soliman: I can 
fleep no more without her .”—“ Be it fo!” 
replied Carathis, alighting; and, at the 
fame time, committing Alboufaki, to the 
charge of her women. 

Nouronihar, who had not yet quitted her 
hold, began to take courage; and faid, with 
?n accent of fondnefs, to the Caliph: “ Dear 
Sovereign of my foul! I will follow thee, if 
M3 it 
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it be thy will, beyond the Kaf, in the land 
of the Afrits. I will not hefitate to climb, 
for thee, the neft of the Simurgh ; who, this 
Lady excepted, is the molt awful of created 
exiltences.” — 11 We have here then,” fub- 
joined Carathis, “ a girl, both of courage and 
fcience!” Nouronihar had certainly both; 
but, notwithftanding all her firmnefs, Ihe 
could not help calling back a look of regret, 
upon the graces of her little Gulchenrouz; 
and the days of tendernefs Ihe had partici¬ 
pated with him. She, even, dropped a few 
tears; which, Carathis obferved; and inad¬ 
vertently breathed out with a ligh : “ Alas ! 
my gentle Coufin! what will become of 
him !”—Vathek, at this apoltrophe, knitted 
up his brows; and Carathis inquired what it 
could mean? “ She is prepofteroufly lighing 
after a {tripling with lapguilhing eyes and 
foft hair, who loves her,” faid the Caliph. 
“ Where is he?” alked Carathis. “ I mull 
be acquainted with this" pretty child: for,” 
added Ihe, lowering her voice, “ I delign, 
before I depart, to regain the favour of the 
Giaour. There is nothing fo delicious, in 

his 
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his eftimation, as the heart of a delicate boy; 
palpitating with the firft tumults of love.” 

Vathek, as he came from the b,ath, com¬ 
manded Bababalouk to collect the women, 
and other moveables of his harem; embody 
his troops; and hold himfelf in readinefs 
to march, in three days : whilft Carathis, 
retired alone to a tent, where the Giaour 
folaced her with encouraging vilions: but, 
at length, waking, lhe found at her feet, 
Nerkes and Cafour; who informed her, by 
their ligns, that having led Alboufaki to the 
borders of a lake ; to browfe on fome mofs, 
that looked tolerably venomous; they had 
difcovered. certain blue fifties, of the fame 
kind with thofe in the refervoir on the top 
of the tower. “ Ah! ha!” faid lhe, “ I 
will go thither to them. Thefe filh are paft 
doubt of a fpecies, that, by a fmall opera¬ 
tion, I can render oracular. They may tell 
me, where this little Gulchenrouz is; whom 
I am bent upon factificing.” Having thus 
fpoken, lhe immediately fet out, with her 
fwarthy retinue. 
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It being but feldom that time is loft, in 
the accomplilhment of a wicked enterprize; 
Carathis and her Negrefles foon arrived at 
the lake ; where, after burning the magical 
drugs, with which they were always pro¬ 
vided ; they ftripping themfelves naked, 
waded to their chins; Nerkes and Cafour 
waving torches around them, and Carathis 
pronouncing her barbarous incantations. 
The fifties, with one accord, thruft forth 
their heads from the water; which was vio¬ 
lently rippled by the flutter of their fins; 
and, at length, finding themfelves con- 
ftrained, by the potency of the charm, they 
opened their piteous mouths, faid : “ From 
gills to tail, we are yours; what feek ye to 
know ?”—“ Fifties,” anfwered ftie, “ I con¬ 
jure you, by your glittering feales; tell me 
where now is Gulchenrouz ?”—“ Beyond 
the rock,” replied the ftioal, in full chorus: 
“ will this content you ? for we do not de¬ 
light in expanding our mouths.”—“ It will,” 
returned the Princefs: “lam not to learn, 
that you like not long converfations : I will 
leave you therefore, to repofe, though I had 
other queftions to propound.” The inftant 

ftie 
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ftie had fpoken, the water became fmooth; 
and the fifties, at once, difappeared. 

Carathis, inflated with the venom of her 
proje&s, ftrode haftily over the rock; and 
found the amiable Gulchenrouz, afleep, in an 
arbour; whilft the two dwarfs were watch¬ 
ing at his fide, and ruminating their accuf- 
tomed prayers. Thefe diminutive perfo- 
nages poffefled the gift of divining, when¬ 
ever an enemy to good Muflulmans ap¬ 
proached : thus, they anticipated the arrival 
of Carathis; who, flopping fliort, faid to her- 
felf: “ How placidly doth he recline his 
lovely little head! how pale, and languilh- 
ing, are his looks! it is juft the very child 
of my wifties!” The dwarfs interrupted this 
delettable foliloquy, by leaping, inftantly, 
upon her ; and fcratching her face, with 
their utmoft zeal. But Nerkes and Cafour, 
betaking themfelves to the fuccour of their 
miftrefs, pinched the dwarfs fo feverely, in 
return ; that they both gave up the ghoft; 
imploring Mahomet to inflift his foreft ven¬ 
geance upon this wicked woman, and all her 
houfehold. 


At 
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At the noife. which this ftrange confiidfc 
occafione 4 in the valley, Gulchenrouz 
awoke; and, bewildered with terror, fprung 
impetupufly upon an old fig-tree, that rofe 
againft the acclivity of the rocks; from 
fhence gained their fummits; and ran, for 
two hours, without once looking back. At 
laft, exhaufted with fatigue; he fell, as if 
dead, into the arms of a goctd old Genius; 
whofe fondnefs for the company of children, 
had made it his foie occupation to protedf 
them; and who, whilft performing his 
wonted rounds through the air, happening 
on the cruel Giaour, at the inftant of his 
growling in the horrible chafm, refcued the 
fifty little vidtims, which the impiety of 
Vathek had devoted to his maw. Thefe, 
the Genius brought up in nefts, {till higher 
than the clouds ; and himfelf, fixed his 
abode, in a neft more capacious than the 
reft; from which he had expelled the pof- 
feflbrs that had built it. 

Thefe inviolable afylums, were defended, 
againft the Dives and the Afrits, by waving 
ftreamers; on which were infcribed, in 
4 charadlers 
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characters of gpld, that flalhecj like lightning, 
the names of Alla and the Prophet. It was 
there that Gulchenrouz, who,, as yet, re¬ 
mained undeceived, with refpedt to his pre¬ 
tended death; thought himfelfinthe man- 
fions of eternal peace. He admitted with¬ 
out fear the congratulations of his little 
friends; who were all affembled in the neft 
of the venerable Genius; and vyed with each 
other in killing his ferene forehead, and 
beautiful eye-lids. This he found to be 
the ftate congenial to his foul; remote 
from the inquietudes of earth; the imper¬ 
tinence of harems; the brutality of Eu¬ 
nuchs ; and the lubricity of women. In this 
peaceable fociety his days, months, and years, 
glided on; nor was he lefs happy than the 
reft of his companions: for, the Genius, in- 
ftead of burthening his pupils, with perilha- 
ble riches, and the vain fciences of the 
world; conferred upon them the boon of 
perpetual childhood. 

Carathis, unaccuftomed to the lofs of her 
prey, vented a thoufand execrations on her 
Negrefles, for not feizing the child; in- 
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Head of amufing themfelves, with pinching 
to death the dwarfs; from which they 
could gain no advantage. She returned into 
the valley, murmuring; and finding, that her 
fori was not rifen from the arms of Nouro- 
nihar, difcharged her ill-humour upon both. 
The idea, however, of departing, next 
day, for Iftakar; and cultivating, through 
the good offices of the Giaour, an intimacy 
with Eblis himfelf; at length, confoled her 
chagrin.—But Fate had ordained it other- 
wife. 

In the evening, as Carathis was converfing 
With Dilara, who, through her contrivance, 
had become of the party, and whofe tafte 
refembled her own; Bababalouk came to ac¬ 
quaint her, “ that the iky towards Samarah 
looked of a fiery red; and feemed to portend 
fome alarming difafter.” Immediately, re¬ 
curring to her aftrolabes and inftruments of 
magic, fhe took the altitude of the planets; 
and difcovered, by her calculations, to her 
great mortification, that a formidable revolt 
had taken place, at Samarah: that Mota-r 
vakel, availing himfelf of the difguft, which 
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was inveterate againft his brother; had in¬ 
cited commotions amongft the populace; 
made himfelf matter of the palace; and, ac¬ 
tually, inverted the great tower; to which 
Morakanabad had retired, with a handful of 
the few, that ftill remained faithful to Vat- 
hek. 

What !” exclaimed Ihe; “ mutt I lole, 
then, my tower ! my Mutes! my Negreffes! 
my mummies! and, worfe than all, the la¬ 
boratory ; in which I have fpent, fo many a 
night! without knowing, at leaft, if my 
hair-brained fon will compleat his adventure ? 
No! I will not be the dupe! Immediately 
will I fpeed to fupport Morakanabad. By 
my formidable art, the clouds fhall fleet hail- 
ftones in the faces of the aflailants; and 
fhafts of red-hot iron on their heads. I will 
fpring mines of ferpents and torpedos, 
from beneath them; and we fhall foon fee 
the ftand they will make againft fuch an ex- 
plofion!” 

Having thus fpoken, Carathis hatted to 
her fon: who was tranquilly banqueting 

with 
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with Nouronihar, in his fuperb carnation- 
coloured tent. “ Glutton, that thou art!” 
cried fhe, “ were it not for me; thou 
would ft foon find thyfelf, the commander 
only of pies. Thy faithful fubjefts have ab¬ 
jured the faith, they fwore to thee. Mota- 
vakel, thy brother, now reigns, on the hill 
of pied horfes: and, had I not fome flight 
refources in the tower, would not be eafily 
perfuaded to abdicate. But, that time may 
not be loft, I fliall only add four words 
Strike tent, to-night; fet forward ; and beware 
how thou loitereft again, by the way. Though, 
thou haft forfeited the conditions of the parch¬ 
ment, I am not yet without hope: for, it cannot 
be denied, that thou haft violated, to admi¬ 
ration, the laws of hofpitality; by feducing 
the daughter of the Emir, after having par¬ 
taken of his bread and his fait. Such a con¬ 
duct cannot but be delightful ta the Giaour; 
and if, on thy march, thou canft fignalize 
thyfelf, by an additional crime; all will ftill 
go well, and thou lhalt enter the palace of 
Soliman, in triumph. Adieu! Alboufaki and 
my Negrefles are waiting.” 


The 
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The Caliph had nothing to offer in reply : 
he wilhed his mother a profperous journey, 
and eat on, till he had finilhed his fupper. 
At midnight, the camp broke up, amidft 
the flouriihing of trumpets and other martial 
inftruments; but loud indeed muft have been 
the found of the tymbals, to overpower the 
blubbering of the Emir, and his Long-beards; 
who, by an exceflive profufion of tears, had 
fo far exhaufted the radical moifture, that 
their eyes ftiriveled up in their fockets, 
and their hairs dropped off by the roots. 
Nouronihar, to whom fuch a fymphony was 
painful, did not grieve to get out of hearing. 
She accompanied the Caliph in the impe¬ 
rial litter ; where, they amufed themfelves, 
with imagining the fplendour which was 
foon to furround them. The other women, 
overcome with dejection, were dolefully 
rocked in their cages; whilft Dilara con- 
foled herfelf, with anticipating the joy of 
celebrating the rites of fire, on the ftately 
terraces oflftakar. 

In four days, they reached the fpacious 
valley of Rocnabad. The feafon of fpring 

was 
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was in all its vigour, and the grotefque 
branches of the almond trees, in full bloffom, 
fantaftically chequered the clear blue iky. 
The earth, variegated with hyacinths and 
jonquils, breathed forth a fragrance, which 
diffufed, through the foul, a divine repole. 
Myriads of bees, and fcarce fewer of San- 
tons, had there taken up their abode. On 
the banks of the ftream, hives and oratories 
were alternately ranged; and their neat- 
nefs and whitenefs were fet off, by the deep 
green of the cyprefles, that fpired up 
amongll them. Thefe pious perlbnages 
amufed themfelves, with cultivating little 
gardens, that abounded with flowers and 
fruits; efpecially, muik-melons, of the beft 
flavour that Perfia could boaft. Sometimes, 
difperfed over the meadow, they entertained 
themfelves with feeding peacocks, whiter 
than fnow; and turtles, more blue than the 
fapphire. In this manner were they occu¬ 
pied, when the harbingers of the Imperial 
Proceflion began to proclaim: “ Inhabi¬ 
tants of Rocnabad! proftrate yourfelves on 
the brink of your pure waters; and tender 
your thankfgivings to heaven, that vouch- 

fafeth 
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fafeth to {hew you a ray of its glory: for, 
lo ! the Commander of the faithful draws 
near.” 


The poor Santons, filled with holy en¬ 
ergy, having buttled to light up wax 
torches in their oratories, and expand the 
Koran on their ebony delks, went forth to 
meet the Caliph; with balkets of honey- 
comb, dates, and melons. But, whilft they 
were advancing, in folemn procefllon and 
With meafured fteps; the horfes, camels, and 
guards, wantoned over their tulips and other 
flowers; and made a terrible havock amongft 
them. The Santons could not help catting, 
from one eye, a look of pity, on the ravages 
committing around them; whilft, the other 
Was fixed upon the Caliph, and Heaven. 
Nouronihar, enraptured with the fcenery 
of a place, which brought back to her re¬ 
membrance the pleafing folitudes, where 
her infancy had patted ; intreated Vathek to 
flop: but he, fufpedting that each oratory 
might be deemed, by the Giaour, a diftin£t 
habitation, commanded his pioneers to level 
them all. The Santons flood motionlefs 
N with 
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with horror, at the barbarous mandate; and, 
at laft, broke out into lamentations; but 
thefe were uttered with fo ill a grace, that 
Vathek bade his Eunuchs to kick them from 
his prefence. He then defcended from the 
litter, with Nouronihar. They fauntered to¬ 
gether in the meadow; and amufed them- 
felves with culling-flowers, and palling a 
thoufand pleafantties on each other. But 
the bees, who were ftaunch Muflfulmans, 
thinking it their duty to revenge the infult 
on their dear matters, the Santons; aflem- 
bled fo zealoufly, to do it with effedt; 
that the Caliph and Nouronihar were glad 
to find their tents prepared to receive 
them. 

Bababalouk, who, in capacity of pur¬ 
veyor, had acquitted himfelf with applaufe, 
as to peacocks and turtles; loft no time in 
configning fome dozens to the fpit; and as 
many more to be fricafleed. Whilft they were 
feafting, laughing, carouiing, and blafphem- 
ing at pleafure, on the banquet fo liberally 
furnilhed; the Moullahs, the Sheiks, the 
Cadis, and Imans of Schiraz (who deemed not 

to 
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to have met the Santons) arrived; leading by 
bridles of ribband, infcribed from the Ko¬ 
ran,' a train of affes; which were loaded 
with the choiceft fruits the country could 
boaft. Having prefented their offerings to 
the Caliph; they petitioned him, to honour 
their city and mofques, with his prefence. 
“ Fancy not,” faid Vathek, t{ that you can 
detain me. Your prefents I condefcend to 
accept ; but beg you will let me be quiet; 
for, I am not over-fond of refitting tempta¬ 
tion. Retire then:—Yet, as it is not de¬ 
cent, for perfonages fo reverend, to return on 
foot; and, as you have not the appearance 
of expert riders, my Eunuchs fhall tye you 
on your affes with the precaution that your 
backs be not turned towards me : for, they- 
underftand etiquette:”—In this deputation, 
were fome high-ftomached Sheiks; who, tak¬ 
ing Vathek for a fool, fcrupled not to 
fpeak their opinion. Thefe, Bababalouk 
girded with double cords; arid having well 
difciplined their affes with nettles behind, 
they all ftarted, with a preternatural alertnefs; 
plunging, kicking, and running foul of each 
N 2 other. 
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other, in the moft ludicrous manner imagin¬ 
able. 


Nouronihar and the Caliph, mutually con¬ 
tended, who Ihould moft enjoy fo degrading a 
fight. They burft out in volleys of laugh¬ 
ter, to fee the old men and their affes fall 
into the ftream. The leg of one was frac¬ 
tured ; the lhoulder of another, diflocated; 
the teeth of a third, dallied out; and the’ reft 
fuffered ftill worfe. 

Two days more, undifturbed by frefh.am- 
baffies, having been devoted to the pleafures 
of Rocnabad ; the expedition proceeded; 
leaving Schiraz on the right, and verging to¬ 
wards a large plain; from whence were dif- 
cernible, on the edge of the horizon, the 
dark fummits of the mountains of Iftakar. 

At this profpeft, the Caliph and Nouro¬ 
nihar were unable to reprefs their tranfports. 
They bounded from their litter to the 
ground; and broke forth into fuch wild ex¬ 
clamations, as amazed all within hearing. 
Interrogating each other, they Ihouted, 

“ Arc 
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“ Are we not approaching the radiant palace 
of light? or gardens, more delightful than 
thofe of Sheddadr”—Infatuated mortals l 
they thus indulged delufive conjedture; un¬ 
able to fathom the decrees of the Moft 
High ! 


The good Genii, who had not totally re- 
linquifhed the fuperintendance of Vathek; 
repairing to Mahomet, in the feventh hea¬ 
ven; faid; “ Merciful Prophet! ftretch 
forth thy propitious arms, towards thy Vice¬ 
gerent ; who is ready to fall, irretrieveably, 
into the fnare, which, his enemies, the 
Dives, have prepared to deftroy him. The 
Giaour is awaiting his arrival, in the abomi¬ 
nable palace of fire; where, if he once fet 
his foot, his perdition will be inevitable.” 
Mahomet anfwered, with an air of indigna¬ 
tion: “ He hath, too well, deferved, to be 
refigned to himfelf; but I permit you to 
try, if one effort more will be effectual, to 
divert him from purfuing his ruin,” 

One of thefe beneficent Genii, afluming, 
without delay, the exterior of a fhepherd ; 

N 3 more 
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more renowned for his piety, than all the 
Derviches, and Santons of the region; took 
his ftation, near a flock of white Iheep, on 
the flope of a hill; and began to pour forth, 
from his flute, fuch airs of pathetick melody, 
as fubdued the very foul; and, awakening 
remorfe, drove, far from it, every frivolous 
fancy. At thefe energetic founds, the fun 
hid himfelf beneath a gloomy cloud; and 
the waters of two little lakes, that were na¬ 
turally clearer than ehryftal, became of a co¬ 
lour like blood. The whole of this fuperb 
afiembly, was involuntarily drawn, towards 
the declivity of the hill. With downcaft 
eyes, they all flood abafhed; each upbraid¬ 
ing himfelf, with the evil he had done. 
The heart of Dilara palpitated; and the 
Chief of the Eunuchs, with a figh of con¬ 
trition, implored pardon of the women ; 
whom, for his own fatisfadtion, he had fo 
often tormented. 

Vathek and Nouronihar turned pale, in 
their litter; and, regarding each other with 
haggard looks, reproached themfelves—the 
one with a thoufand of the blacked crimes; 

a thou- 
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a thoufand projedts of impious ambition;-— 
the other, with the defolation of her family; 
and the perdition of the amiable Gulchen- 
rouz. Nouronihar perfuaded herfelf that Ihe 
heard, in the fatal mufick, the groans of her 
dying father; and Vathek, the fobs of the 
fifty children he had facrificed to the Giaour. 
Amidft thefe complicated pangs of anguifh, 
they perceived themfelves impelled towards 
the Ihepherd ; whofe countenance was fo 
commanding, that Vathek, for the firft time, 
felt over-awed ; whilft Nouronihar concealed 
her face with her hands. The mufick 
paufed; and the Genius, addreffing the Ca¬ 
liph, faid : “ Deluded Prince ! to whom 
Providence hath confided the care of innu¬ 
merable fubjefts; is it thus that thou ful¬ 
filled; thy million ? Thy crimes are already 
completed; and, art thou now haftening to¬ 
wards thy punilhment? Thou knoweft that, 
beyond thefe mountains, Eblis and his ac- 
curfed Dives hold their infernal empire; 
and, feduced by a maligqant Phantom, thou 
art proceeding to furrender thyfelf to them! 
This moment is the laft, of grace, allowed 
thee: Abandon thy atrocious purpofe: Re- 
N 4 turn: 
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-turn: Give back Nduronihar to her Father, 
who ftill retains a few fparks of life: deftroy 
thy tower, with all its abominations: drive 
Carathis from thy councils; be juft to thy 
fuhjeds: refped .the minifters of the Pro¬ 
phet; eompenfate for thy impieties, by an 
exemplary life: and, inftead of fquandering 
thy days in voluptuous indulgence, lament 
thy crimes on the fepulchres of thy ancef- 
tors. Thou beholdeft the clouds that ob- 
, fcure the fun: at the inftant he recovers his 
fplendour, if thy heart be not changed, the 
time of mercy aftigned thee will be paft, for 
ever.” 

Vathek, depreffed with fear, was on the 
point of proftrating himfelf at the feet of the 
Shepherd; whom he perceived to be of a par 
ture fupericr to man: but, his pride pre^ 
vailing, he audacioufly lifted his head; and, 
glancing at him one of his terrible looks, 
faid: “Whoever thou art, with-hold thy 
ufelefs admonitions: thou wouldft either de¬ 
lude me; or art, thyfelf, deceived. If what 
I have done be fo criminal, as thou pre¬ 
tended: ; there remains not for me, a mo¬ 
ment 
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jnfcnt of grace* I have traverfed a fea of 
blood, to acquire a power, which will make 
thy equals tremble: deem not that I lhali 
retire, when in view of the port ; or, that I 
will relinquilh her, who is dearer to me 
than either my life, or thy mercy. Let 
the fun appear! let him illumine my career! 
it matters not where it may end.” On utter¬ 
ing thefe words, which made even the Ge¬ 
nius ffiudder, Vathek threw himfelf into the 
arms of Nouronihar; and commanded that 
his horfes fhoqld be forced back to the 
road. 

There was no difficulty in obeying thefe 
orders: for, the attraction had ceafed: the 
fun Ihone forth in all his glory, and the 
ffiepherd vanilhed with a lamentable fcream. 

The fatal impreffion of the mufick of the 
Genius, remained notwithftanding in the 
heart of Vathek's attendants. They viewed 
each other with looks of confternation. At 
the approach of night, almoft all of them 
efcaped ; and, of this numerous affemblage, 
there only remained, the Chief, of the Eu¬ 
nuchs, 
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nuchs, fome idolatrous Haves, Dilara, and a 
few other women; who, like' herfelf, were 
votaries of the religion of the Magi. 

The Caliph, fired with the ambition of 
prefcribing laws to the Intelligences of Dark- 
nefs, was but little embarrafied at this de¬ 
reliction. The impetuofity of his blood 
prevented him from fleeping; nor did he in¬ 
camp any more, as before. Nouronihar, 
whofe impatience, if poflible, exceeded his 
own; importuned him to haften his march; 
and lavifhed on him a thoufand carefles, to 
beguile all reflection. She fancied herfelf 
already more potent than Balkis; and pic¬ 
tured to her imagination, the Genii falling 
proftrate at the foot of her throne. In this 
manner, they advanced, by moon-light; till 
they came within view of the two towering 
rocks, that form a kind of portal to the val¬ 
ley, at whofe extremity rofe the vaft ruins of 
Iftakar. Aloft, on the mountain, glimmered 
the fronts of various royal maufoleums; the 
horror of which was deepened by the Iha- 
dows of night. They pafled through two 
villages, almoft deferted; the only inhabi¬ 
tants 
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tants remaining being a few feeble old men; 
who, at the fight of horfes and litters, fell 
upon their knees, and cried out: “ Oheaven! 
is it then by thefe phantoms that we have 
been, for fix months, tormented! Alas! it was 
from the terror of thefe fpedtres and the 
noife beneath the mountains, that our peo¬ 
ple have fled; and left us, at the mercy of 
malificent fpirits!” The Caliph, to whom 
thefe complaints were but unpromifing au¬ 
guries, drove over the bodies of thefe 
wretched old men; and, at length, arrived 
at the foot of the terrace of black marble. 
There, he defcended from his litter; hand¬ 
ing down Nouronihar: both, with beating 
hearts, flared wildly around them ; and ex¬ 
pected, with an apprehenfive fhudder, th« 
approach of the Giaour. But nothing, as 
yet, announced his appearance. 

A deathlike ftillnefs reigned over the moun¬ 
tain, and through the air. The moon di¬ 
lated, on a vaft platform, the fhades of the 
lofty columns; which reached from the ter¬ 
race almofl to the clouds. The gloomy 
watch-towers, whofe number could not be 

counted. 
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counted, were veiled by no roof ; and their 
capitals, of an. architecture unknown in the 
records- of the earth, ferved, as an afylum 
for the birds of darknefs : which, alarmed at 
the approach of fuch vjlitants, fled away 
croaking. 

The Chief of the Eunuchs, trembling with 
fear, befought Vathek that a fire might be 
kindled. “ No!” replied he, “ there is no 
time left, to think of fueh trifles: abide 
where thou art, and expert my commands.” 
Having thus fpoken, he prefented his hand 
to Nouronihar; and, afcending the fteps of 
a vaA ftaircafe, reached the terrace; which 
was flagged with fquares of marble, and re- 
fembled a fmooth expanfe of water, upon 
whofe furface not a leaf ever dared to vege¬ 
tate. On the right, rofe the watch-towers, 
rana-ed before the ruins of an immenfe palace, 
whofe walls were embofled with various figures, 
In front, flood forth the coloflal forms of four 
creatures; compofed of the leopard and the 
griffin; and, though but of ftone, infpired 
emotions of terror. Near thefe, were dif- 
tinguilhed, by the fplendour of the moon, 
which ftreamed full on the place, chara&ers, 
t like 
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like thofe on the fabres of the Giaour, that 
poffeffed the fame virtue of changing, every 
moment. Thefe, after vacillating for fome 
time; at laft, fixed in Arabic letters ; and 
prefcribed to the Caliph the following 
words : 

“ Vathek! thou hast violated the 

CONDITIONS OF MY PARCHMENT; AND DE- 
SERVEST TO BE SENT BACK; BUT, IN FAVOUR 
TO THY COMPANION ; AND, AS THE MEED 
FOR WHAT THOU HAST DONE TO OBTAIN 

it; EBLIS permitteth that the por¬ 
tal of his Palace shall be opened ; 

AND THE SUBTERRANEAN FIRE WILL RE¬ 
CEIVE THEE, INTO THE NUMBER OF ITS 
ADORERS.” 

He fcarcely had read thefe words, before 
the mountain, againft which the terrace was 
reared, trembled; and the watch-towers were 
ready to topple headlong upon them. The 
rock yawned, and difclofed within it a 
flair-cafe of polifhed marble, that feemed 
to approach the abyfs. Upon each flair 
were planted two large torches; like thofe 

Nouronihar 
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Nouronihar had ffeen in hef yifion; the 
camphorated vapour afcending from which, 
gathered into a cloud under the hollow of 
the vault. 

This appearance, inftead of terrifying, 
gave new courage to the daughter of Fak- 
reddin. Scarcely deigning to bid adieu to 
the moon, and the firmament; fhe aban¬ 
doned, without hefitation, the pure atmof- 
phere, to plunge into thefe infernal exhala¬ 
tions. The gait of thofe impious perfo- 
nages was haughty, and determined. As 
they defcended, by the effulgence of the tor¬ 
ches, they gazed on each other with mutual 
admiration; and both appeared fo refplendent, 
that they already efteemed themfelves fpiritual 
Intelligences. The only circumftance that 
perplexed them, was their not arriving at 
the bottom of the flairs. On haftening their 
defcent, with an ardent impetuofity, they 
felt their fteps accelerated to fuch a degree, 
that' they feemed not walking; but falling 
from a precipice. Their progrefs, however, 
was at length impeded, by a vaft portal of 
ebony; which the Caliph, without difficulty, 
3 recog- 
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recognized. Here, the Giaour awaited them, 
with the key in his hand. <£ Ye are wel¬ 
come !” faid he to them, with a ghaftly 
fmile, “ in fpite of Mahomet, and all his 
dependents. I will now admit you into that 
palace, where you have fo highly merited a 
Place.” Whilft he was uttering thefe words, he 
touched the enameled lock with his key; and 
the doors, at once, expanded, with a noife 
ftill louder than the thunder of mountains ; 
and, as fuddenly, recoiled, the moment they 
had entered. 

The Caliph and Nouronihar beheld each 
other with amazement, at finding themfelves 
in a place, which, though roofed with a 
vaulted cieling, was fo fpacious and lofty, 
that, at firft, they took it for an immeafurable 
plain. But their eyes, at length, growing fa¬ 
miliar to the grandeur of the objects at hand, 
they extended their view to thofe at a diftance; 
and difcovered rows of columns and arcades, 
which gradually diminilhed, till they termi¬ 
nated in a point, radiant as the fun, when 
he darts his laft beams athwart the ocean. 
The pavement, ftrewed over with gold duft 



tgz THE HISTORY op 

and faffron, exhaled fo fubtile an odour, as 
almoli; overpowered them. They, however, 
went on; and obferved an infinity of cen- 
fers, in which, ambergrife and the wood of 
aloes, were continually burning. Between 
the feveral columns, were placed tables j 
each, fpread with a. profufion of viands; and 
wines, of every fpecies, fparkling in vafes 
of chryftal. A throng of Genii, and other 
phantaftick fpirits, of each fex, danced lafci- 
vioully, in troops; at the found of mufick, 
which iflued from beneath* 

In the midft of this immenfe hall, a vaft 
multitude was inceflantly palling; who feve,- 
rally kept their right hands on their hearts; 
without once regarding any thing around 
them. They had, all, the livid palenefs of 
death. Their eyes, deep funk in their 
fockets, refembled thofe phofphorick me¬ 
teors, 'that glimmer, by night, in places of 
interment. Some (talked (lowly on; ab- 
forbed in profound reverie: fome, (hrieking 
with agony, ran furioufly about; like tigers, 
wounded with poifoned arrows; whilft 
others, grinding their teeth in rage, foamed 

along; 
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along; more frantick than the wildeft ma-> 
niack. They all avoided each other; and, 
though furrounded by a multitude that no 
one could number, each wandered at ran¬ 
dom, unheedful of the reft; as if alone on 
a defert, which no foot had trodden. 

Vathek and Nouronihar, frozen with ter¬ 
ror, at a fight fo baleful, demanded of the 
Giaour what thefe appearances might mean: 
and, ■ why thefe ambulating fpe&res never 
withdrew their hands from their hearts. 

Perplex not yourfelves,” replied he blunt¬ 
ly, “ with fo much, at once; you will foon 
be acquainted with all: let us hafte, and 
prefent you to Eblis.” They continued their 
way, through the multitude; but, notwith- 
ftanding their confidence at firft, they were 
not fufficiently compofed, to examine, with 
attention, the various perfpe&ives of halls, 
and of galleries, that opened, on the right 
hand, and left; which were all illumi¬ 
nated by torches and braziers, whofe flames 
rofe in pyramids, to the centre of the vault. 
At length they came to a place, where long 
curtains, brocaded with crimfon and gold, 
O fell 
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fell from all parts, in finking confufion. 
Here, the choirs and dances were heard no 
longer. The light which glimmered, came 
from afar. 

After fome time, Vathek and Nouronihar 
perceived a gleam, brightening through the 
drapery; and entered a vaft tabernacle, car¬ 
peted with the fkins of leopards. An in.fi- 
pity of Elders, with dreaming beards ; and 
Afrits, in complete armour; had proflrated 
themfelves, before the afcent of a lofty emi¬ 
nence; on the top of which, upon a globe 
of fire, fat the formidable Eblis. His perfon 
was that of a young man, whofe noble and 
regular features feemed to have been tar- 
nifhed by malignant vapours.. In his large 
eyes appeared both pride, and defpair : his 
flowing hair retained fome refemblance to 
that of an Angel of light. In his hand, 
which thunder had blafted, he fwayed the 
iron fceptre, that caufes the monfler Ourana- 
bad, the Afrits, and all the Powers of the 
abyfs, to tremble. At his prefence, the 
heart of the Caliph funk within him; and* 
for the fitft time, he fell proftrate on his 

face. 
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face. Nouronihar, however, though greatly 
diftnayed, could not help admiring the per- 
fon of Eblis : for, fhe expedted to have feen 
fome ftupendous Giant. Eblis, with a voice 
more mild than might be imagined, but 
fuch" as transfufed through the foul the 
deepeft melancholy; faid: “ CREATURES 

OF CLAY, I RECEIVE YOU INTO MINE EM¬ 
PIRE : YE ARE NUMBERED AMONGST MY 
ADORERS: ENJOY WHATEVER THIS PALACE 
AFFORDS : THE TREASURES OF THE PREADA- 

mite Sultans; their bickering sabres; 

AND THOSE TALISMANS, THAT COMPEL THE 

Dives to open the subterranean ex¬ 
panses of the mountain of Kaf, which 

COMMUNICATE WITH THESE. THERE, IN¬ 
SATIABLE AS YOUR CURIOSITY MAY BE, 
SHALL YOU FIND SUFFICIENT TO GRATIFY 
IT. You SHALL POSSESS THE EXCLUSIVE 
PRIVILEGE OF ENTERING THE FORTRESS OF 

Aherman; and the halls of Argenk, 

WHERE ARE POURTRAYED ALL CREATURES, 
ENDOWED WITH INTELLIGENCE ; AND THE 
VARIOUS ANIMALS THAT INHABITED THE 
EARTH, PfUOR TO THE CREATION OF THAT 
O 2 CON- 
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CONTEMPTIBLE BEING; WHOM YE DENOMI¬ 
NATE the Father of Mankind.” 

Vathek and Nouronihar feeling themfelvcs 
revived and encouraged, by this harangue; 
eagerly faid to the Giaour: “ Bring us in- 
ftantly to the place, which contains thefe 
precious talifmans .”—“ Come!” anfwered 
this wicked Dive, with his malignant grin, 
“ come ! and poffefs all that my Sovereign 
hath' promifed; and more.” He then con¬ 
duced them into a long aide adjoining the 
tabernacle; preceding them with hafty fteps, 
and followed by his difciples with the ut- 
moft alacrity. They reached, at length, a 
hall of great extent, and covered with a, lofty 
dome; around which' appeared fifty portals 
of bronze, fecured with as many faftenings 
of iron. A funereal gloom prevailed over 
the whole fcene. Here, upon two beds of 
incorruptible cedar, lay recumbent the fielh- 
lefs forms of the Preadamite Kings; who 
had been monarchs of the whole earth. They 
ftill pofiefied enough of life, to be confcious 
of their deplorable condition. Their eyes 
retained a melancholy motion: they regarded 

each 
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each other with looks of the deepeft dejec¬ 
tion; each holding his right hand, motionlefs, 
on his heart. At their feet, were infcribed 
the events of their feveral reigns ; their 
power; their pride; and their crimes: Soli- 
nian Raad, Soliman Daki ; and Soliman Di 
Gian Ben Gian, who, after having chained 
up the Dives in the dark caverns of Kaf, be¬ 
came fo prefumptuous, as to doubt of the 
Supreme Power. All thefe maintained great 
ftate; though not to be compared with the 
eminence of Soliman Ben Daoud. 

This King, fo renowned for his wifdom, 
was on the loftieft elevation; and placed im¬ 
mediately under the dome. He appeared to 
poflefs more animation than the reft. 
Though, from time to time, he laboured 
with profound fighsj and, like his compa¬ 
nions, kept his right hand on his heart: yet 
his countenance was more compofed; and he 
feemed to be liftening to the fullen roar of a 
vaft catarad; vifible in part, through the 
grated portals. This was the only found 
that intruded, on the filence of thefe doleful 
O 3 manfio'ns. 
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manfions. A range of brazen vafes fur- 
rounded the elevation. “ Remove the co¬ 
vers from thefe cabaliftic depofitaries,” faid 
the Giaour, to Vathek; “ and avail thyfelf 
of the talifmans, which will break afunder 
all thefe gates of bronze; and not only ren¬ 
der thee matter of the treafures contained 
within them; but, alfo, of the Spirits by 
w'hich they are guarded.” 

The Caliph, whom this ominous prelimi¬ 
nary had entirely difconcerted, approached 
the vafes, with faltering footfteps; and was 
ready to fink with terror, when he heard the 
groans of Soliman, As he proceeded, a 
voiee from the livid lips of the Prophet, ar¬ 
ticulated thefe words: “ In my life-time, I 
filled a magnificent throne; having, on my 
fight ,hand, twelve thoufand feats of gold ; 
where the Patriarchs and the Prophets heard 
my dodtrines: on my left, the Sages and 
Dodtors, upon as many thrones of filver, 
were prefent at all my decifions. Whilft I 
thus adminiftered juftice, to innumerable 
multitudes; the birds of the air, librating 
over me, ferved as a canopy from the rays 

of 
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of the fun. My pepple flourilhed; and my 
palace rofe to the clouds. I erected a temple 
to the Moft High; which was the wonder of 
the univerfe: but, I bafely fuffered myfelf to 
be feduced by the love of women, and a cu- 
riolity that could not be retrained by fub- 
lunary things. I liftened to the counfels of 
Aherman, and the daughter of Pharaoh; and 
adored fire, and the hofts of heaven. I for- 
fook the holy city, and commanded the 
Genii to rear the ftupendous palace of Ifta- 
kar, and the terrace of the watch-towers; 
each of which was confecrated to a ftar. 
There, for a while, I enjoyed myfelf, in the 
zenith of glory, and pleafure. Not only 
men, but fupernatural Exiftences were fub- 
jedt alfo to my will. I began to think, as 
thefe unhappy monarchs around had already 
thought, that the vengeance of Heaven was 
afleep; when, at once, the thunder burft 
my ftru&ures afunder; and precipitated me 
hither: where, however, I do not remain, 
like the other inhabitants, totally deftitute 
of hope; for, an Angel of light hath reveal¬ 
ed that, in confideration of the piety of my 
early youth, my woes (hall come to an end, 
O 4 when 
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when this cataraft, fhall for ever ceafe to flow* 
Till then, I am in torments, ineffable torments 1 
an unrelenting fire preys on my heart.” 

Having uttered this exclamation, Soliman 
raifed his hands towards heaven, in token of 
fupplication; and the Caliph difcerned 
through his bofom, which was tranfparent as 
chryftal, his heart enveloped in flames. At 
a fight fo full of horror, Nouronihar fell 
back, like one petrified, into the arms of 
Vathek; who cried out, with a convulfive 
fob: “ O Giaour! whither haft thou brought 
us! Allow us to depart; and I will relin- 
quifh all thou haft promifed. O Mahomet! 
remains there no more mercy!”—None! 
none!” replied the malicious Dive. (C Know, 
miferable Prince! thou art now in the abode 
of vengeance, and defpair. Thy heart, alfo, 
will be kindled, like thofe of the other vota¬ 
ries of Ebbs. A few days are allotted thee, 
previous to this fatal period: employ them 
as thou wilt: Recline on thefe heaps of 
gold : command the Infernal Potentates : 
range, at thy plcafure, through thefe im- 

menfe, 
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mefe, fubterranean domains: no barrier Avail 
be fliut agamft thee. As for me, I have ful¬ 
filled my miflion : I now leave thee to thy- 
felf.” At thefe words, he vanifhed. 

The Caliph and Nouronihar remained in 
the moft abjedt afflidtion. Their tears una¬ 
ble to flow; fcarcely could they fupport 
themfelves. At length, taking each other, 
defpondingly, by the hand; they went fal¬ 
tering from this fatal hall; indifferent which 
way they turned their fteps. Every portal 
opened at their approach. The Dives fell 
proftrate, before them. Every refervoir of 
riches was difclofed to their view: but they 
no longer felt the incentives of curiofity, 
pride, or avarice.' With like apathy, they 
heard the chorus of Genii; and faw the ftately 
banquets, prepared to regale them. They 
went wandering on, from chamber to cham¬ 
ber ; hall to hall; and gallery to gallery; all 
without bounds, or limit; all, diflinguilh- 
able by the fame louring gloom; all, 
adorned with the fame awful grandeur; all, 
traverfed by perfons in fearch of repofe and 
conjblation; but, who fought thyn in vain; 

for. 
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for, every one carried within him a heart 
tormented in flames. Shunned by thcfe va¬ 
rious fufferers; who feemed, by their looks, 
to be upbraiding the partners of their guilt; 
they withdrew from them, to wait in dire¬ 
ful fufpence the moment which fhould ren¬ 
der them to each other the like objects of 
terror. 


“ What!” exclaimed Nouronihar; “ will 
the time come, when I fliall fnatch my hand 
from thine !”—“ Ah!” faid Vathek; “and 
fhall my eyes ever ceafe to drink from 
thine, long draughts of enjoyment! Shall the 
moments of our reciprocal extafies, be re- 
fle£fced on with horror! It was not thou, 
that broughteft me hither; the principles, 
by which Carathis perverted my youth, have 
been th.e foie caufe of my perdition!” Having 
given vent to thefe painful expreflions, he 
called to an Afrit, who was flirting up one 
of the braziers; and bade him fetch the 
Princefs Carathis from the palace of Sa- 
marrii. 


After 
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After iffuing thefe orders, the Caliph and 
Nouronihar continued walking, amidft the 
filent croud; till they heard voices, at the 
end of the gallery. Prefuming them to pro¬ 
ceed from fome unhappy beings, who, like 
themfelves, were awaiting their final doom ; 
they followed the found, and found it to 
come from a fmall fquare chamber; where 
they difcovered, fitting on fofas, five young 
men of goodly figure, and a lovely female ; 
who were all holding a melancholy converfa- 
tion, by the glimmering of a lonely lamp. 
Each had a gloomy and forlorn air; and 
two of them were embracing each other, with 
great tendernefs. On feeing the Caliph 
and the Daughter of Fakreddin enter; they 
arofe, faluted, and gave them place. Then, 
he who appeared the mod confiderable of the 
group, addrefied himfelf thus, to Vathek. 
“ Strangers! who, doubtlefs, are in the 
fame ftate of fufpence with ourfelves, as you 
do not yet bear your hand on your heart; if 
you are come hither to pafs the interval ah 
lotted, previous to the mfliftion of our com¬ 
mon punilhment; condefcend to relate the 
adventures, that have brought you to this 

fatal 
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fatal place; and we, in return, will acquaint 
you with ours : which deferve, but too well, 
to be heard. We will trace back our 
crimes to their fource; though we are not 
permitted to repent. This is the only em¬ 
ployment fuited to wretches like us! 

The Caliph and Nouronihar aflented to 
the propofal; and Vathek began, not with¬ 
out tears and lamentations, a fincere recital 
of every circumftance that had paffed. When 
the affli&ing narrative was clofed, the young 
man entered on. his own. Each perfon pro¬ 
ceeded in order; and, when the fourth 
Prince had reached the midft of his adven¬ 
tures, a fudden noife interrupted him, 
which caufed the vault to tremble, and tQ 
open. 

Immediately, a cloud defcended, which 
gradually diflipating, difcovered Carathis, 
on the back of an Afrit; who grievoufly 
complained of his burden. She, inftantly 
fpringing to the ground, advanced towards 
her fon, and faid: “ What doft thou here, 
in this little fquare chamber? As the Dives 

are 
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are become fubjeft to thy beck, I expe&ed 
to have found thee, on the throne of the Pre- 
adamite Kings.” 

“ Execrable Woman !” anfwered the Ca¬ 
liph ; “ curfed be the day thou gaveft me 
birth! Go; follow this Afrit; let him con¬ 
duit thee to the hall of the Prophet Soliman: 
there, thou wilt learn, to what thefe palaces 
are deftined; and how much I ought to ab¬ 
hor the impious knowledge thou haft taught 

_ 99 

me. 


“ The height of power, to which thou art 
arrived, has certainly turned thy brain;” 
anfwered Carathis: “ but, I afk no more 
than permiffion to lhew my refpeit for the 
Prophet. It is, however, proper thou 
fhouldeft know; that (as the Afrit has in¬ 
formed me, neither of us ftiali return to Sa- 
marah) I requefted his permiffion to arrange 
my affairs; and he politely confented. Avail¬ 
ing myfelf, therefore, of the few moments 
allowed me, I fet fire to the tower; and con- 
fumed in i’t the Mutes, Negreffes, and fer- 
pents, which have rendered me fo much 
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good fervice: nor fhould I have been lefs 
Kind to Morakanabad, had he not prevented 
me; by deferring, at laft, to thy brother. As 
fdrJBababalouk, who had the folly to return 
to Samarah, and all the good brotherhood to 
provide hufbands for thy wives ; I undoubt¬ 
edly would have put them to the torture j 
could I but have allowed them the time. 
J3eing, however, in a hurry, I only hung 
him, after having caught him in a fnare, 
with thy wives: whilft them I buried alive 
by the help of my Negreffes; who, thus, {pent 
their laft moments, greatly to their fatif- 
fadtion. With refpedt to Dilara, who ever 
flood high in my favour ; fhe hath evinced 
the greatnefs of her mind, by fixing herfelf 
near, in the fervice of one of the Magi; and, 
I think, will foon be our own.” 

Yathek, too much caft down, to exprefs 
the indignation, excited by fuch a difcourfe, 
ordered the Afrit td remove Carathis, 
from his prefence; and continued immerfed 
in thought ; which his companions durft not 
diftujb. 


>1 
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Carathis, however, eagerly entered the 
dome of Soliman, and, without regarding 
in the leaft, the groans of the Prophet; un¬ 
dauntedly removed the covers of the vales, 
and violently feized on the talifmans. Then, 
with a voice more loud than had hitherto 
been heard within thefe manfions, lhe com¬ 
pelled the Dives to difclofe to her, the moft 
fecrettreafures; the moft profound (lores; 
which the Afrit himfelf had not feen. She 
paffed, by rapid defcents, known only to 
Eblis and his moft favoured Potentates; and 
thus penetrated the very entrails of the 
earth, where breathes the Sanfar, or icy 
wind of death. Nothing appalled her daunt- 
lels foul. She perceived, however, in all 
the inmates who bore their hands on their 
heart, a little Angularity; not much to her 
tafte. As (he was emerging from one of 
the abyfles, Eblis flood forth to her view; 
but, notwithftanding he difplayed the full 
effulgence of his infernal majefty, (he pre¬ 
ferred her countenance unaltered; and even 
paid her compliments, with confiderable 
firmnefs. 


This 
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This fuperb Monarch thus anfwered} 
«* PRINCESS, whose knowledge, and 

WHOSE CRIMES, HAVE MERITED A CONSPI¬ 
CUOUS RANK IN MY EMPIRE; THOU DOST 
WELL TO EMPLOY THE LEISURE THAT RE- 4 
MAINS: FOR, THE FLAMES AND TORMENTS, 
WHICH ARE READY TO SEIZE ON THY 
HEART, WILL NOT FAIL TO PROVIDE THEE 

with full employment.” He faid this, 
and was loft in the curtains of his taber¬ 
nacle. 

Carathis paufed, for a moment, with fur- 
prize : bur, refolved to follow the advice of 
Eblis, ihe affembled all the choirs of Genii, 
and all the Dives, to pay her homage. 
Thus, marched Ihe, in triumph, through a 
vapour of perfumes, amidft the acclamations 
of all the malignant Spirits; with moft of 
whom, lhe had formed a previous acquain¬ 
tance. She even attempted to dethrone 
one of the Solimans, for the purpofe of 
ufurping his place ; when a voice, proceeding 
from the abyfs of Death, proclaimed: “ all 
is accomplished !” Inftantaneoufly, the 
haughty forehead of the intrepid Princefs, 

became 
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was corrugated with agony : fhe uttered a 
tremendous yell; and fixed—no more to be 
withdrawn—her right hand upon her heart, 
which was become a receptacle of eternal 
fire. 

In this delirium, forgetting all. ambitious 
projects, and her thirft for that knowledge 
which fhould ever be hidden from mortals, 
lhe overturned the offerings of the Genii; 
and, having execrated the hour fhe was be¬ 
gotten and the womb that had borne her, 
glanced off in a whirl that rendered her in- 
vifible; and continued to revolve without 
intermiflion. 

At almoft the fame inftant, the fame voice 
announced to the Caliph, Nouronihar, the 
five Princes, and the Princefs ; the awful, 
and irrevocable decree. Their hearts imme¬ 
diately took fire ; and they, at once, loft the 
moft precious of the gifts of heaven: 
HOPE. Thefe unhappy Beings recoiled, 
with looks of the moft furious diftradbion. 
Vathek beheld in the eyes of Nouronihar, 
nothing but rage and vengeance; nor could 
P fhe 
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ihe difcern aught in his, hut averfion and 
defpair. The two Princes who were friends, 
and, till that moment, had preferved their 
attachment, fhrunk back; gnalhing their 
teeth, with mutual, and unchangeable ha¬ 
tred. Kalilah and his Sifter, made reci¬ 
procal geftures of imprecation; whilft the 
two other Princes teftified their horror 
for each other, by the moft ghaftly con- 
vulfions, and fcreams that could not be 
fmothered.—All feverally plunged themfelves 
into the accurfed multitude, there to wan¬ 
der in an eternity of unabating anguifh. 

Such was, and fuch fhould be, the punifti- 
ment of unreftrained paffions, and atrocious 
aftions! Such is, and fuch lhould be, the 
ehaftifement of blind ambition, that would 
tranfgrefs thofe bounds which the Creator 
hath prefcribed to human knowledge; and, 
by aiming at difcoveries referved for pure In¬ 
telligence, acquire that infatuated pride, 
which perceives not the condition ap¬ 
pointed to man, is, to be ignorant and 

HUMBLE. 


Thus, 
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Thus, the CALIPH VATHEK, who, 
for the fake of empty pomp and forbidden 
power, had fullied himfelf with a thoufand 
crimes, became a prey to grief, without 
end ; and remorfe, without mitigation: 
whilft the humble, and defpifed Gulchen- 
rouz paffed whole ages, in undifturbed 
tranquillity, and the pure happinefs of 
childhood. 
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NOTES. 


Page 1, Caliph] This title amongit the 
Mahometans comprehends the concrete cha- 
rafter of Prophet, Prieft, and King; and is ufed 
to fignify the Vicar of God on earth. Habefci’s 
State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 9, Herbelot, 
p. 985, 


— One of his eyes became fo terrible] The 
Author of Nighiariftan hath preferved a faft, 
that fupports this account; and there is no hif- 
tory of Vathek, in which his terrible eye is not 
mentioned. 

Page 2. Omar Ben Abdalaziz] This Caliph 
was eminent above all others, for temperance 
and felf-denial; infomuch, that he is believed to 
have been raifed to Mahomet’s bofom; as a re¬ 
ward for his abftinence, in an age of corruption. 
Herbelot, p. 690. 

P 3 Page 
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Page 2. Samarah] A city of the Babylqniati 
Irak; fuppofed to have flood on the fcite where 
Nimrod ere&ed his tower. Khondemir relates, 
in his life of Motaflem, that this Prince, to ter¬ 
minate the dilutes wbiph were perpetually hap¬ 
pening, between the inhabitants of Bagdat and 
his Turkilh flaves, withdrew from thence; and, 
having fixed on a fituation in the plain of Catoul, 
there founded Samarah. He is faid to have had 
in the ftables of this city, a hundred and thirty 
thioufk^d pied barfes ; each of which carried, by 
his order, a fack of earth to a place he had chofen. 
By this. accumulation, an elevation was formed 
that commanded a view of all Samarah, and 
fferved for the foundation of his magnificent pa¬ 
lace. Herbelot, p. 752, 808, 985. Anecdotes 
Arabes, p. 413. 

Page 3. in the moft delightful fuecelflon j The 
great men of the Eaft have been always- fond of 
mufick. Though forbidden by the Mahometan 
religion, it commonly makes a part of every en¬ 
tertainment. Female flaves are generally kept to 
amufe them, and the ladies of their harems. The 
Perfian Khanyagere feems nearly to have re- 
fembled our old Englifh'minftrel; as he ufually 
accompanied his barbut, or lute, with heroick 
fongs. Their rauficians appear to have known 

the 
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the art of moving the paffions, and to have ge¬ 
nerally directed their mufick to the heart. A 1 
Farabi, a philofopher, who died about the mid¬ 
dle of the tenth century; on his return from the 
pilgrimage of Mecca, introduced himfelf, though 
a ftranger, at the court of Seifeddoula, fultan of 
Syria. Muficians were accidentally performing, 
and he joined them. The Prince admired him, 
and wilhed to hear fomething of his own. He 
drew a compofition from his pocket, and di- 
ftributing the parts amongft the band ; the firft 
movement threw the Prince and his Courtiers 
into violent laughter; the next melted all into 
tears ; and the laft lulled, even the performers, 
afleep. Richardfon’s Diflertation on the Lan¬ 
guages, &c. of Eaftem Nations, p. 2 n. 

Page 3. ManiJ This artift, whom Inatulla 
of Delhi ftyles the far-famed, lived in the reign 
of Schabur, or Sapor, the fpn of Ardfchir Ba- 
began; was founder of the feft of Manicheans; 
and, by profeffion, a painter and fculptor. His 
pretenfions, fupported by an uncommon fkill in 
mechanical contrivances, induced the ignorant 
to believe, that his powers were more than hu¬ 
man. After having fecluded himfelf from his 
followers, under the pretence of palling a year in 
Heaven, he produced a wonderful volume, which 
Jie affirmed to have brought from thence; con- 
P 4 taining 
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taining images and figures of a marvellous na¬ 
ture. Herbelot, p. 548. It appears, from the 
Arabian Nights, that Haroun A 1 Rafchid, Vat- 
hek’s grandfather, had adorned his palace, and 
furnifhed his magnificent pavillion, with the molt 
capital performances of the Perfian artifts. 

Page 5. Houris] The Virgins of Para¬ 
dise, called, from their large black eyes *, 

Hur 

* Might not Akenfide’s expreffion : 

In the dark heaven OF Mira’s Eye—— 
have been fuggefted by the eyes of the Virgins of 
Paradise ? 

The enthufiafm of the acute Winckelmann for the ftatuary 
of the ancients, was apt to miflead both his judgement and 
tafte. What, but fuch a bias, could induce him to maintain— 
after afferting that Homer meant by the word to tba- 

ruBerife the beauty of Juno’s eyes ; and citing with approbation 
MEAANO$©AAMOX*—KAAH to riPosnnoN- as the glofs of the 
Scholiaft upon it—that the epithet the poet had felefted, was 
defigned by him to exprefs , not what it naturally imports; 
but, afenfe independent®/' it, and which it could only be 
fuppofed to imply, from being placed in an absurd connexion ? 
The eye of the animal to which the term belongs, is, n® 
doubt, large, if referred to the human countenance ; but not 
properly fo, in its own fituation. Had Homer applied j8»7r, s 
to the statue of Juno-, fbwrt; (as the Abbe contends) 
muft have been interpreted Large EYED : becaufe, in this 
relation no idea, except that of magnitude [unlefs we add 

pro- 
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Hur al oyun. An intercourfe with thefe, accord¬ 
ing to the inftitution of Mahomet, is to con- 
ftitute the principal felicity of the faithful. Not 
formed of clay, like mortal women, they are 
deemed, in the higheft degree, beautiful; and 
exempt from every inconvenience incident to the 
fex. Al Koran; paffim. 

Page 6. — it was not with the orthodox that he 
ufually held] Vathek perfecuted, with extreme 
rigour, all who defended the eternity of the 
Koran ; which the Sonnites, or orthodox, main¬ 
tained to be uncreated, and the Motazalites and 
Schiites as ftrenuoufly denied. Herbelot, p. 85. 
&c. 


prominence ] could poffibly be extorted from it: but it muft 
be allowed, on the fame principle, that an epithet taken 
from the eye of the afi, or any other creature’s of equalize, 
‘whatever were its colour, would have become the llatue of 

the Goddefs, as well; and fignified precifelj the fame. _ 

On fuch commentators a Poet might juftly exclaim : 

——— Pol, me occidiftis, amici. 

Non fervaftis! 

In their defcriptions of female beauty, the Poets of the 
Eaft frequently ufe the fame image with Homer ; and ex- 
aftly in his fen ft-. Thus, in particular, Lebeid : 

“ A company of maidens werefeated in their vehicles, 
with black eves and graceful motions, like the 
WILD heifers of Tudah.” 


Page 
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Page 6. Mahomet in the feventh Heaven] In 
this heaven, the Paracfife of Mahomet is fuppofed 
to be placed, contiguous to the throne of Alla. 
Sfagi Khalfah relates, that Ben Iatmaiah, a cele¬ 
brated Doftor of Damafcus, had the temerity to 
affert, that, when the moft high ereCted his 
throne, he referved a vacant place for Mahomet 
upon it. 

— Genii] Germ, or Ginn, in the Arahick, fig— 
nifies a Genius or Demon, a being of a higher 
order, and formed of more fubtile matter than 
man. According to Oriental mythology, The 
Genii governed the world long before the creation 
of-Adam. The Mahometans regarded them as an 
intermediate race between angels and men, and 
capable of falvation ; whence Mahomet pretended a 
commiffion to convert them. Confonant to this, 
we read that, when the Servant of God flood up to 
invoke him, it wanted little but that the Genii had 
prejfed on him in crouds, to hear him rehear ft the 
Koran. Herbelot, p. 375. A 1 Koran, ch. 72. 

— affift him to complete the tower] The Ge¬ 
nii, who were ftyled by the Perfians, Peries and 
Dives, were famous for their architectural feill. 
The pyramids of Egypt have been afcribed to 
them j and we are told of a ftrange fortrefs which 

they 
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they conftru&ed, in the remote mountains of 
Spain, whofe frontal prefented the following in- 
infcription: 

It is no light tafk to difclofe the portal of this afylum: 

The bolt, raih Paflitnger, is not of iron ; but the tooth 
of a furious Dragon : 

Know thou that no one can break this charm. 

Till Deftiny lhall have confign’d the key to his adven- 
trous hand. 

The Koran relates, that the Genii were employed 
by Solomon, in the ereftion of his magnificent 
temple. Bailly fur l’Atlantide, p. 146. Her- 
bejot, p. 8. Ai Koran, ch. 34. 

Page 9. The ftranger difplayed fuch rarities as 
he had never before feen] In the Tales of Inatulla, 
we meet with a traveller, who, like this, was 
furnifhed with trinkets and curiofities of an ex¬ 
traordinary kind. That fuch were much fought 
after in the days of Vathek, may be concluded 
.from the encouragement which Haroun Al Raf- 
chid gave to the mechanic arts; and the prefent 
he fent, by his ambafladors, to Charlemagne. 
This confifted of a clock, which when put into 
motion, by means of a clepfydrum, not only 
pointed out the hours in their round, but, alfo, 
by dropping fmall halls on a bell, ftruck them; 
and, at the fame inftant, threw open as many 
little doors, to let out an equal number of horfe- 

men. 
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men. Befides thele, the clock difplayed various 
other contrivances. Ann. Reg. Franc. Pip. Ca“ 
roli, &c. ad ann. 807. Weidler, p. 205. 

Page 10. — chara&ers on the fabres] Such in - 
fcriptions often occur in Eaflern Romances. We 
find, in the Arabian Nights, a cornelian, on 
which unknown ckaraflers were engraven; and, 
alfo, a fabre, like thofe here defcribed. In the 
French King’s library is a curious treatife, in* 
titled Sefat Alaclam ; containing a variety of al¬ 
phabets, arranged under different heads ; fuch as 
the prophetick , the myjlical, the philofophick , the 
magical , the talifmanick, &c. which feems to have 
cfcaped the refearch of the indefatigable Mr. AJlle. 
Arabian Nights, vol. II. p. 246. vol, I. p. 143. 
Herbelot, p, 797. 

Page 14.—-endeavoured, by her confolation to 
heal, and compofe him] The fame fanative qua¬ 
lity is afcribed to foothing converfation, both by 
ALfchylus and Milton : 

Opy>]$ nrscrni dirty laipoi &oyoi. 

Prometh. v. 378 . 

— Apt words have power to fwage 

The tumours of a troubled mind ; 

And are as balm to fefter’d wounds. 

Sampfon. Agon. v. 1S4. 

Page 
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Page 17. beards burnt off] The lofs of the 
beard, from the earlieft ages, was accounted 
highly difgraceful. An inftance occurs, in the 
Tales of Inatulla, of one being -finged off, as a 
mulft on the owner, for having failed to explain 
a queftion propounded; and, in the Arabian 
Nights, a proclamation may be feen, fimilar to 
this of Vathek. Vol. I. p. 268. Vol. II. p.228. 

Page 19. robes of honour, and fequins of gold] 
Such rewards were common in the Eaft. See 
particularly Arabian Nights, vol. II. p. 72, 125. 
Vol. III. p. 64. 

Page 20. The old man put on his green fpec- 
tacles] This is an apparent anachronifm; but, 
fuch frequently occur in reading the Arabian 
Writers. It Ihould be remembered, the difficulty 
of afcertaining fafts, and fixing the dates of in¬ 
ventions, muff be confiderable in a vaft extent of 
country, where books are comparatively few, and 
the art of printing unpraftifed. Though the origin 
of fpeftacles can be traced back, with certainty, 
no higher than the thirteenth century; yet the 
obfervation of Seneca, that letters appeared of an 
increafed magnitude when viewed through the 
medium of convex glafs; might have been noted 
alfo by others, and a fori of fptfiacles contrived, 
in oonfequence of if. But, however this might 
4 have 
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have been, the art of ftaining glafs is fufficiently 
ancient, to have fuggefted in the days of Vathek, 
the ufe of green , as a prote&ion to the eye, from 
a glare of light. 

Page 21. The flan which he went to consult] 
The phrafe of the original correfponds with the 
Greek expreffion, Ar^» BIAZESOAI* which, in 
another view, will illuftrate St. Matthew, XI. 12. 

Page 24. to drink at will of the Four Foun¬ 
tains ; which were reputed in the higheft. degree 
salubrious, and facred to himfelf] or, literally, 
to he of gold, and facred to himfelf.—Agathoclcs 
(cited by Athenseus, L. xi. p. 515) relates that, 
“ there were certain fountains in thefe regions, to the 
number of feventy, whofe waters were denomi¬ 
nated golden; and of which it was death for 
any one to drink, fave the King and his eldtji 
fan” In this number, as appears from our Au¬ 
thor’s epithet, the Four Fountains were formerly 
reckoned; whofe waters, as Vathek had no fon, 
were facred to his own use. 

The citation From Agathocles may, likewife, 
explain the wifh of KING DAVID, “ for water 
from the well of Bethlehem 5” unlefs we fup- 
pofe it to have arifen from a predile&ion, like 
3 tha* 
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that of the Parthiati Afanarchs for the water of 
Choafpes, which was carried with them wherever 
they went, and from that circumftance, ftyled by 
Tibullus regia lympha, and by Milton 
The drink of none but Kings. 

Page 25. Bowls of rock chryftai] In the Ara¬ 
bian blights, Schemfelnihar and Ebn Thaker were 
ferved by three of their attendants, each bring¬ 
ing them a goblet of rock chryjial , filled with cu¬ 
rious wine. 

— Accurfed Giaour] Dives of this kind , are 
frequently mentioned by Eaftern writers. Con- 
fult their Tales in general; and, efpecially, thofo 
of the Fifherman, Aladdin, and the Princefs of 
China. 

Page 26. Drink this draught, faid the ft ranger, 
as he prefented a phial.] A phial of a fimilar po¬ 
tion, is ordered to be inftantaneoufly dtank off, 
in one of the Tales of Inatulla.—“ Thefe brewed 
inchantments” have been ufed in the Eaft from 
the days of Homer. Milton, in his Comus, de- 
feribes one of them, which greatly refembles the 
Indian’s: 

And firfl behold this cordial julep here. 

That flames, and dances in his chryftai bounds, 
With fpirits of balm, and fragrant fyrup. mix’d. 

Mb* 
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Not that Nepenthes, which'the wife of Thone 

In Egypt gave to Jove-born Helena, 

Is of fuch pow’r to fir up joy as this ; 

To life fo friendly, or fo Cool to thirst. 

Page 27. the Poets applied them as a chorus to 
all the fongs they compofed] Sir John Chardin, 
defcribing a publick entertainment and rejoicing, 
obferves, that the mod ingenious Poets in Perfia 
(as is related of Homer) fung their own works; 
which, for the mod part, are in praife of the 
King; whom they fail not to extol, let him be 
never fo worthy of blame and oblivion. The 
fongs of this day, were adapted to the occafion 
of the fedival; which was the redoration of the 
Prime Minider to his office :—he adds, I faw one 
that abounded in fine and witty turns, the bur¬ 
then of which was this : 

Him fet afide, all men but equals are; 

E’n Sol furvey’d the fpacious realms of air. 

To fee if he could find another ftar : 

A ftar, that like the polar star could reign; 

And long he fought it, but he fought in vain *. 

The ingenuity of the Poet feems to confid in an 
allufion to the Prime Minider’s title, Ivon Me - 
dave, or the Pole o/" Perfia. 

Page 29. Bababalouk, the Chief of his Eu¬ 
nuchs] As it was the employment of the black 

* See Lloyd’s Introduction to a Collection, of Voyages 
hnd Travels, never before publilhed in Englilh, p. 21. 

Eunuchs 
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EuNUfcHs to wiit upon, and guard the Sultanas; 
fo the general fuperintendence of the Harem was 
particularly committed to their Chief. Habefci’s 
State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 155, 6. 

Page 29. The Divan] This was both the fu- 
preme Council, and Court of Juftice; at which the 
Caliphs of the race pf the Abaffides aflifted in per- 
fon, to redrefs the injuries of every appellant. 
Heibelot, p. 298. 

Page 30. The Officers arranged themfelves in a 
femicircle] Such was the etiquette, conftantly ob- 
ferved, on entering the Divan. Arab. Nights, 
yol. IV. p. 36. Herbelot, p. 912. 

— The Prime Vizir] Vazir , Vezir , or 'as we 
exprefs it, Vizir, literally (ignifies a porter-, and, 
by metaphor, the Minifter who bears the princi¬ 
pal burthen of the hate. 

Page 32. The Indian, being fhort and plump* 
collected himfelf into a ball, &c.] Happy as Ho¬ 
race has been in his defcription of the wise 
man, the figurative expreffions which finifh 
the character, are literally applicable to our Au¬ 
thor’s Indian : 


Q. 


IN 
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- IN SeiFSO TOTUS, TERES ATQTE ROTUNDUS; 

Externi ne quid valeat per leve morari: 

In quem manca ruit semper fortuna. 

Page 34. The Meuzins and their Minarets] 
Valid, the fon of Abdalmalek, was the firlt who 
erefted a Minaret, or turret; and this he placed on 
the grand Mofque at Darr.afcus ; for the Meuzin , 
or cryer, to announce from it, the hour of prayer. 
Herbelot, p. 576. 

Page 39. The fubterranean palace of fire] Of 
this palace, which is frequently mentioned in 
Eaftern Romance, a full defcription will be found 
in the fequel. 

Page 41. I require tire blood of fifty of the moft 
beautiful fons of the Vizirs] Amongft the infa¬ 
tuated votaries of the powers of darknefs, the moft. 
acceptable offering was the blood of their children. 
If the parents were not at hand to make an im¬ 
mediate offer, the Magiftrates did not fail to feleft 
thofe, who were moft fair and promi/ing; that the 
Demon might rot be defrauded of his dues. - On 
one occafion, two hundred of the pi line nobll ty were 
facrificed together. Bryant’s Observations, p. 279. 
See. 


Page 
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Page 46. Give them me, cried the Indian] In 
the ftory of Codadad and his brother, we read of 
a Black, like this, who fed upon human blood. 
Atab. Nights^ Vol. III. p. i99. 

Page 46. With the grin of an Ogre] Thus, in 
the Hiftory of the puhilhed Vizif :—“ The Prince 
heard enough to convince him of his danger, and 
then perceived that the lady, who called herfelf the 
daughter of an Indian king, was an Ogrefs ; wife 
to one of thofe favage Demons, called an OgRe ; 
who ftay in remote places , and make ufe of a thour- 
fand wiles to furprize and devour pajfengers. Arab. 
Nights, vol.- 1 . p. 56. 

Page 47. Bracelet] The Bracelet, ill the Eaft, 
was an emblem of royalty. Herbelot, p. 541 .—• 
For want of a more proper term to denominate 
the ornament ferkhooj , the word aigret is here 
ufed. 

Page 51. Mutes] It has been ufua'l, in eaftern 
courts, from time immemorial, to retain a num ¬ 
ber of Mutes. Thefe are not only employed to 
amufe the Monarch ; but, alfo, to inftruft his 
Pages, in an art to us little known, of communi¬ 
cating every thing by figns, left the founds of 
their voices fliould difturb the Sovereign. [Ha- 
belci’s State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 164.] The 
Q 2 Mutes 
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Mutes are alfo the fecret inftruments of his pri¬ 
vate vengeance. 

Page 54. Prayer announced at break of day] 
The Hated feafons of publick prayer, in the 
twenty four-hours, were five: day-break; noon; 
mid-time between noon and fun-fet; immediately 
as the fun leaves the horizon; and an hour and 
half after it is down. 

— Mummies] Maumia (from Mourn, wax 
and tallow) fignifies the flefh of the human body 
preferved in the fand, after having been em¬ 
balmed and wrapped in cerements. They are 
frequently found in the lepulchres of Egypt; but 
moft of the Oriental Mummies ,are brought from 
a cavern near Abin, in Perfia. Herbelot, p-. 
647. 

Page 55. Rhinoceros’ horns] Of their extraor¬ 
dinary qualities and application, a curious ac¬ 
count may be feen in the Bibliotheque Orientale, 
and the Supplement to it. 

— Skulls and fkeletons] Both were ufually ad¬ 
ded to the ingredients already mentioned.—Thefe 
magick rites fufficiently refemble the witch fcenes 
of Middleton, Shakfpeare, &c. to fhew their 
Oriental origin. Nor is it to' be wondered if, 

amonglfc 
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atnongft the many fyftems adopted from the Eaft, 
this fhould have been in the number. It may be 
feen, from the Arabian Tales, that Magick was 
an artpuBLicKLY taught; and Father Angelo 
relates of a rich inchanter, whom he knew at 
Baflora, that his pupils were fo numerous, as to 
occupy an entire quarter of the city. 

Page 63. Flaggons of wine, and vafes of fher- 
bet floating on fnow] Sir John Chardin fpeaks 
of a wine much admired in the Eaft, and parti¬ 
cularly in Perfia, called raubnar ; which is made 
from the juice of the pomegranate; and fent 
abroad, in large quantities.—The Oriental fher- 
bets, ftyled by St. Jerom, forbitiuncu’ce ddicata, 
conlifted of various fyrups {fuch as lemon, Liquo¬ 
rice, capillaire, &c.) mixed with water. To 
thefe, Haflelquift adds feveral others, and obferves, 
that the fweet-fcented violet is a flower greatly 
efteemed, not only for its fmell and colour, but, 
efpecially, for its ufe in Jherbtt ; which, when 
the Eafterns intend to entertain their guefts in an 
elegant manner, is made of a folution of violet- 
fugar. Snow, in the rinfrefcos of a hot climate, 
is almoft a conftant ingredient. Thus, in the 
Arabian Nights, Bedreddin Haflan, having filled 
a large porcelane bowl with Jberbet of rofes, put 
fnow into it. 

Page 


0.3 



230 notes on THE HISTORY of 

Page 63. a lamb fluffed with piflachios] The 
fame difh is mentioned ip the Tale of the Bar¬ 
ber’s fixtli brother. 

— a parchment] Parchments of the like myf- 
tetious import, are frequent ip flic writings of 
the Eafterns. One, in particular, amongft the 
Arabians, is held in high veneration. It was 
written by Ali, and Giafar Sadek, in myftick 
charafters; and is faid to contain the deftiny of 
the Mahometan religion, and the great events which 
are to happen, previous to the end of the world. 
This parchment is of camel's Jkin ; but, it was. 
ufual with Catherine of Medicis, to carry, about 
her perfon, a legend, in cabaliftick characters, 
inferibed on the Jkin of a dead-barn infant. Her- 
belot, p. 366. Wraxall’s Ifloufe of Valois, 

Page 64. Iftakhar] This city was the ancient; 
Perfepolis, and capital of Perfia ; under the Kings 
of the three firft races. The author of Lebtarikh 
writes, that Kifchtab there eftablifhed his abode ; 
ereCted feveral temples to the element of fire ; and 
hewed out, for himfelf and his fucceffors, fe- 
pulchres, in the rocks of the mountain ; conti¬ 
guous to the city. The ruins of columns and 
broken figures which ftill remain, defaced, as they 
were by Alexander, and mutilated by time ; plainly 

evince. 
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evince, that thofe ancient Potentates had chofen 
it for the place of their interment. Their monu¬ 
ments, however, muff not be confounded with 
the fuperb palace reared by queen Homai, in the 
midft of Iftakhar; which the Perfians diftinguifh 
by the name of Fchilminar, or the forty watch- 
towers.—The origin of this city is aferibed by 
fome to Giamfchid, and others carry it higher; 
but the Perfian tradition is, that it was built by 
the Peri r, or Faeries, when the world was go¬ 
verned by Gian Ben Gian. Herbelot, p. 327. 

Page 64. Gian Ben Gian] By this appellation 
was diftinguilhed the monarch of that fpecies of 
beings, whom the Arabians denominate Gian or 
Ginn -, that is, Geni', and-the Tarikh Thabari, 
Peris, Feez ; or Faeries. He was renowned for 
his warlike expeditions and Itupendous ftruftures. 
According to Oriental writers, the pyramids of 
Egypt were amongft the monuments of his power. 
The buckler of this mighty fovereign, no lefs fa¬ 
mous than that of Achilles, was employed by 
three fucceffive Solimans, to atchieve their mar¬ 
vellous exploits. From them, it defeended to 
Tahamurath, furnamed Dizbend, or Conqueror of 
the Giants. This buckler was endowed with 
moft wonderful qualities, having been fabricated 
by talifmanick art; and was alone fufficient to de- 
Q» 4 flroy 
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ftroy all the charms and enchantments of De-r 
mons, or Giants ; which on the contrary, were 
wrought by magick.—Hence, we are no longer 
at a lofs for the origin of the wonderful Ihield of 
Atlante. 

The reign of Gian Ben Gian over the Peris 
is faid to have continued for two thoufand years ; 
after which, Eblis was fent by the Deity to exile 
them, on account of their diforders, and confine 
them in the remote!! region of the earth. Her-; 
belot, p. 396. Bailly fur l’Atlantide, p. 147. 

Page 64. The talifmans of Soliman] The moft 
famous talifmans of the Eaf!, and which could 
control even the arms and magick of the Dives, 
or Giants ; were mohur Solimani , the feal or ring 
of Soliman Jared, fifth monarch of the world, 
after Adam. By means of it, the poffeffor had 
the intire command, not only of the elements, but 
alfo of Demons, and every created Being. Ri- 
chardfon’s Diflertat. p. 272. Herbelot, p. 820. 

— Preadamite Sultans] Thefe monarchs, which 
were feventy-two in number, are faid to have go¬ 
verned each a diftinft fpecies of rational Beings, 
prior to, the exdftence of Adam. Among!! the 
mo!! renowned of them were Soliman Raad, 

Soliman 
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Soliman Daki, and Soliman Di Gian Ben 
Gian. Herbelot, p. 820 . 

Page 64. beware how thou entereft any dwel¬ 
ling] Strange as this injunftion may feem, it is 
by no means incongruous to the cultoms of the 
country. Dr. Pococke mentions his travelling 
with the train of the Governor of Faiume, who, 
inftead of lodging in a village that was near, 
paired the night in a grove of pakh-trees. Tra¬ 
vels, vol, I. p, 56. 

—■ every bumper, which they ironically quaffed 
to the health of Mahomet] There are innumera¬ 
ble proofs that the Grecian cuftom, a-v^mut xvaSi- 
prevailed amongft the Arabs; but,’ had 
thefe been wanted, Carathis could not be fup- 
pofed a ftranger to it. The practice was, to hail 
the Gods, in the lirft place; and then, thofe 
who were held in the higheft veneration. This 
they repeated, as often as they drank. Thus, St. 
Ambrofe : Quid obteflationes potantium loquart 
quid memorem facramenta, qua violare nefas arbi- 
trantur ? Bibamus, inquiunt, pro salute impe- 
Ratorom ; et qui non biberit, lit reus IN- 

DEV OTIONIS. 


— The afs of Balaam; the dog of the fe- 
yen Beepers; and the otherianimals admitted 


into 
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into the Paradife of Mahomet] It was a tenet of 
the Muflulman creed, that all animals would be 
raifed again, and many of them honoured with 
admiffion to paradife. The ftory of the Seven 
Sleepers, borrowed from Chriltian legends, was 
this:—In the days of the Emperor Decius, there 
were certain Epheflan youths, of a good family ; 
who, to avoid the flames of perfecution, fled to a 
fecret cavern, and there flept for a number of 
■years. In their flight towards the cave, they were 
followed by a dog ; which, when they attempted 
to drive back, faid : “ I love ihfe who are dear 
unto God-, go Jleep, therefore , and / will guard you” 
— For this dog, the Mahometans retain fo pro¬ 
found a reverence, that their harfheft farcafm 
againft a covetous perfon, is, “ he would not 
throw a bone to the dog of the feven fleepers.” 
It is even faid, that their fuperftition induces 
them to write his name upon the letters they fend 
to a diftance, as a kind of talifman, to fecure 
them a fafe conveyance. Religious Ceremonies, 
vol. VII. p. 74, n. tale’s Koran, ch. xviii, and 
notes. 

Page 65. painting the eyes of the Circaflians] 
It was an ancient cuftom in the Eaft, and ftill 
continues; to tinge the eyes of women, particu¬ 
larly thofe of a fair complexion, with an impal- 
I pable 
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pable powder, prepared chiefly from crude anti¬ 
mony, and called furmeh. Ebni’l Motezz, in a 
paflage tranflated by Sir W. Jones, hath not only 
afcertained its purple colour ■, but alfo, likened 
the violet to it: 

Viola collegit folia fua, fimilia 

Colly'rio nigro, quod bibit lachrymas die difceifus, 
Yelut fi effet fuper vafa in quibus fulgent 

Primes: ignis flammul® in sulphuris ex¬ 
tremis partibus. 

This pigment, when applied to the inner fur- 
face of the lids, communicates to the eye (efpe- 
cially if feen by the light of lamps) fo tender and 
fafcinating a langour, as no language is competent 
to exprefs *. Hence, the .epithet i-obaeoapos, 
attributed by the Greeks f to the Goddefs of 

*: When Taffo reprefents Love, as ambulhed 

- - - — fotto all’ OMBRA 

Delle PALPtBRE— 

he allegorically alludes to that appearance in nature, which 
the artifice here deftribed, was meant to counterfeit. 

+ Both Homer and Hefiod have applied 'eaikOBak<j>«po» 
to Venus, in a Jynonymous fenfe •, as is evident from Pliny j 
who, amongft other properties of the Helix, minutely fpe- 
cifies its PURPLISH flowers. This will 

likewife explain EAlKiiniz. 

Winkelmann and Graevius have each given different in¬ 
terpretations j but, let them both fpeak for themfelves - 
'EXociSkifafs; carafterife des yeux dont les paupieres ont an 
mouvement ondoyant que le Poete compare au jvune ceps 

de 
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Beauty ; and the Arabian companion of “ the eye¬ 
lids of a fine woman bathed in tears, to violets 
dropping with dew.”—Perhaps, alfo, Shakfpeare’s 

— - - - — VIOLETS DIM, 

But fweeter than the LIDS of Juno’s eyes — 

fliould be ultimately referred to the fame origin. 
But, however this may be, it is obvious (though 
his commentators have overlooked it) that Ana¬ 
creon alluded to the fame cofmetick, when he re¬ 
quired of the painter, that the eye-lids of his mif- 
trefs’s pourfrait, iliould, like her own, exhibit 
ibis appearance ; 

E%‘1» * , OTOf tutim, 

8AE«J>APf!N ITTN KEAAINHN- 
and her 'eye, both the bright citron * of Minerva’s, 

de la vigne. Hijl. de l’Art de I’Antiq. tom. II, p. 135.- 

'zUM&Kspttmi et EXixam-itr. puellse Graecis dicuntur, qui funt 
mobili oculorum petulantia, ut Petron, loquitur, five quae ha* 
bent, utidem dicit : 

— —■ blandos oculos et inquietos 
Et quadam propria nota laquaces. 

Qui hinc Ovidio dicuntur arguti. Aliter pltrique fentiunt, 
et exponunt: nigrot oculos habentes, Sed ea vera eft quam 
dixi hujus vocis notio, quam facile pfuribus confirmarem, 
nifi res ipfa loqueretur. LeBitsnes Hefiodea, cap. xx. 

* “ Eyen, bright citrin.” Chaucer. No ex- 
preffiou can be lefs exaft than BLUE -eyed, when ufed as the 
eharafteriftick of Minerva ; nor any, perhaps, more fo, than 
Chaucer’s unlefs yXawwim<; be literally rendered. 


and 
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and the dewy radiance * of Cytherea’s: 

To J« BAEMMA svt aXr.Sui 
Awo T8 mvpy o; vnoinaot' 

Af*« TAAYKON, «« AOHNHS- 
A/x* J’ 'TrPON, as KT0HPHS. f 

P. 66. Rocnabad.] The ftream thus denomi¬ 
nated, flows near the city of Schiraz. Its waters 
are uncommonly pure and limpid, and their banks 
fwarded with the fineft verdure. Its praifes are 
celebrated by Hafez, in an animated fong, which. 
Sir W. Jones has admirably tranflated: 

Boy, let yon liquid ruby flow. 

And bid thy penfive heart be glad, 

Whate’er the frowning zealots fay : 

Tell them, their Eden cannot fliow 
A ftream fo clear as Rocnabad, 

A bower fo fweet as Mofellay J. 

— Do you, with the advice of my mother, 
govern] Females in the Eaft, were not anciently 
excluded from power. In the ftory of Zeyn 
Alafnam and the King of the Genii, the Mother 

* 'KTPOJ'—5 i-jxalwps?®', T«C nim; 

Gloff. Bibl. Coiflin. Taffo, in his Jerufalem, has well para- 
phrafed the import of this epithet: 

Qual raggio in onda, le fcintilla un rifo 
Negli umidi occhj tremulo Sc lafcivo. 

•f- Ode xxviii, 18.—2 Kings ix, 30. Ezek.xxiii, 40. Hcr- 
belot, p. 83a. Lady M. W. Montagu’s Letters. Let. xxix. 

I Mofella was an oratory on the banks of Rocnabad. 

of 



*3 8 NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF 

of Zeyn undertakes, with the aid of his Vizirs, to 
govern Balfora, during his abfence, on a fimilar 
expedition. 

P. 68. Chintz and muffin] For many curious 
particulars relative to thefe articles, confult Mr. 
Delaval’s Inqu iry concerning the changes of colours 
&c: to which may be added, Lucret. lib. iv. 5. 
Petron. c. 37. Martial viii. Ep. 28, 17. xiv. Ep. 
150. Plutarch in vita Catonis. Plin. viii. 48. 

_ — ferpentsand fcoTpions] Various accounts are 
given of the magical applications of thefe animals, 
and the power of fotcerers over them, to which 
even Solomon referred. Sir John Chardin relates, 
that, at Surat, an Armenian, having feen fome 
of thefe creatures crawl and twine over the naked 
bodies of children, belonging to the charmers, 
daringly hazarded the fame experiment; but, it 
foon proved fatal to him ; for he was bitten, and 
^ied in the fpace of two hours. 

— She amufed herfelf in curing their wounds 
Clorin, in the Faithful Shepherdefs of Fletcher, 
poffeffed the like fkill: 

Of all GREEN WOUNDS I KNOW THE REMEDIES, 
In men or cattle ; be they STUNG with SNAKES, 
Or charm’d with powerful words of wicked art $ 

THESE I CAN CURE. 

Page 
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Page 69. Moullahs] Thofe amongft the Ma¬ 
hometans who were bred to the law, had this 
title ; and from their order, the judges of cities 
and provinces were taken. 

- the facred Caaba] That part of the 

Temple at Mecca which is -chiefly revered, and, 
indeed, gives a fan ft i tv to the reft ; is a fquare 
ftone building, called the Caaba : probably from 
its quadrangular form. The length of this edifice, 
from North to South, is twenty-four cubits ; and 
its breadth, from Eaft to Weft, twenty-three. 
The door is on the Eaft fide, and ftands about 
four cubits from the ground ; the floor being 
level with the threfhold. The Caaba, has a dou¬ 
ble roof, fupported internally by three oftangular 
pillars of aloes-wood ; between which, on a bar 
of iron, hangs a row of iilver lamps. The out- 
fide is covered with rich black damafk, adorned 
with an embroidered band of gold. This hanging, 
which is changed every year, was formerly fent by 
the Caliphs. Sale’s Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 152. 

Page 71. Bababalouk almoft funk, with con- 
fufion, whilft, £cc. ] The heinoufnefs of Vathek’s 
profanation can only be judged of by an orthodox 
Muflulman; or one who recollefts the ablution 
and prayer indifpenfably required on the exonera¬ 


tion 
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tion of nature. Sale’s Prelim. Difc. p. 139. A 1 
Koran, ch. 4. Habefci’s State of the Ottoman 
Empire, p. 93. 

Page 71. The tapeftry that hung before the door] 
This kind of curtain, at firft reftri&ed to the 
ferail, or palace, was afterwards adopted by the 
great, and gradually became of general ufe. The 
Author of Leb Tarikh relates, that Lohorafhb, 
king of Perfia, having granted to the great offi¬ 
cers of his houfhold and army the privilege of 
giving audience on feats of gold, referved to him- 
felf the right of the feraperdeh, or curtain ; which 
was hung before the throne to coheeal him from 
the eyes of his fubjefts, and thereby preferve their 
reverence for his perfon. In later times, the 
daughter of a law profeffor, who, occafionally, 
in her father’s abfence, filled his chair, had re- 
courfe to the fame expedient, left the charms of 
her face fhould diftraft her pupils’ attention. 
Abbe de Sade’s Memoirs de Petrarque, tom. I. 
P- 42 - 


Page 72. the fuppofed oratory] The dilho- 
nouring fuch places as had an appearance of be¬ 
ing devoted to religious purpofes, by converting 
them to the moft abjeft offices of nature, was an 
Oriental method of expreffing contempt, and hath 

continued 
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continued from remote antiquity. Harmer’s Ob- 
fervations, vol. II. p. 493. 

Page 72. regale thefe pious poor fouls with my 
good wine from Schiraz] The prohibition of wine 
in the Koran is fo rigidly obferved by the con- 
fcientious, efpecially if they have performed the 
pilgrimage to Mecca, that they deem it finful to 
prefs grapes for the purpofe of making it, and even 
to ufe the money ariftng from its fale. Chardin, 
*Voy. de Perfe, Tom. II. p 2x2. Schiraz was fa¬ 
mous in the Eaft, for its wines of different forts, 
but particularly for its red, which was efteemed 
more highly, than even the white wine of Kif- 
mifche. 

Page 73. The Caliph, to enjoy fo flattering a 
fight, fupped gaily on the roof] Dr. Pocock re¬ 
lates, that he was entertained at Galilee by the 
fteward of the Sheik, with whom he fupped on the 
top of the houfe, —From a fimilar motive to Vat- 
hek’s, Nebuchadnezzar is reprefented by Daniel, 
as contemplating his capital from the fummit of 
his palace, when he uttered that exulting apoftro* 
phe; L not this great Babylon , that 1 have built ? 

Page 76. The moft ftately tulips of the Eaft] 
The tulip is a flower of Eaftern growth, and there 
held in great eftimation. Thus, in an ode of Me¬ 
lt Chi: 
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fihi“ The edge of the bower is filled with the 
light of Ahmed: among the plants, the fortunate 
tulips reprefent his companions.” 

Page 77. Eunuchs in the rear] As the black 
Eunuchs were the infeparable attendants of the 
Ladies, the rear was, confequently, their poll. So, 
in the argument to the poem of Amriolkais:— 
“ One day, when her tribe had llruck their tents, 
and were changing their ftation, the women, as 
ufual, came behind the reft , with the fervants and 
baggage, in carriages fixed on the backs of camels.” 

— Certain cages of Ladies] There are ma¬ 
ny paflages of the Moallakat in which theft 
cages are fully defcribed. Thus, in the poem of 
Lebeid 

“ How were thy tender affeftions raifed, when 
the damfels of the tribe departed; when they 
hid themfelves in carriages of cotton, like ante¬ 
lopes in their lair, andjthe tents as they were llruck 
gave a piercing found 1 

“ They were concealed in vehicles, whole 
fides were well covered with awnings and carpets, 
with fine-fpun curtains and pictured veils.” 


Again, Zohair: 
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. — Look, my friend ! doft thou not difcern 

* company of maidens feated on camels, and ad¬ 
vancing over the high ground above the flreams 
of Jortham ? 

They leave on their right the mountains 
and rocky plains of Kenaan. Oh! how many 
of my bitter foes, and how many of my firm al¬ 
lies, does Kenaan contain! 

“ They are mounted in carriages covered with 
coftly awnings, and with rofe-coloured veils, the 
lining of which have the hue of crimfon Andem- 
wood. 

“ They now appear by the valley of Subaan, 
and now they pafs through it: the trappings of 
all their camels are new and large. 

“ When they afcend from the bofom of the 
vale, they fit forward on the faddle-doths, with 
every mark of a voluptuous gaiety.” 

Moallakat, by Sir W. Jones, p. 46. 35. See 
alfo Lady M. W. Montague, Let. xxvi. 

page 77. lagging fomewhat awry] Amriol- 
kais, in the firft poem of the Moallakat, hath re¬ 
lated a fimilar adventure : 

& 2 “On 
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“ On that happy day I entered the carriage, -the 
carriage of Onaiza, who faid, “ Woe to thee l 
thou wilt compel me to travel on foot. 

“ She. added, while the vehicle was bent afide 
with our weight, O Amriolkajs, defcend, or my 
beaft alfo will be killed !” 

I anfwered, “ Proceed, and loofen his rein; 
nor withhold from me the fruits of thy love, 
which again and again may be tailed with rap¬ 
ture. 


“ Many a fair one, like thee, though not like 
thee a virgin, have I vifited by night.” 

Page 77. diflqdgedj Our language wants a verb, 
equivalent to the French denicher ; to convey, in 
this inftance, the precife fenle of the author. 

Page 78. thofe no£turnal infefts which prefage 
evil] It is obfervable that, in the 5th verfe of the 
XClftPfalm, the terror by night, is rendered irt 
the old Engliih verfion, the bugge by night *.— 

In 

* Inllances are not wanted, both in the Englilh _and 
Greek verfions, where the tranflators have modified the 
fenfe of the original by their own preconceived opinions. 

To 
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In the firft fettled parts of North America, every 
nottumal fly of a noxious quality, is, Hill, generically 
named a bug: whence the term bugbear lig- 
riifies one that carries terror wherever he goes. Beel¬ 
zebub, or the Lord of flies, was an Eaftern ap¬ 
pellative given to the Devil ; and the noffurnalfound 
called by the Arabians azif, was believed to be 
the howling of Demons. Analogous to this, is a 
pafiage in Comus, as it flood in the original copy : 

But for that damn’d magician, let him be girt 
With all the yrifiy legions that troop 
Under the footy flag of Acheron, 

Harpies and Hydras, or all the monftrous BuGGS 
’Twixt Africa and Inde, I’ll find him out. 

To this fource may be afcribed the TBue&t of our old Bible, 
and (Jaifwvnv fx.Hrt!ft<?g!Yov) the noon-day demon of the Seventy, 
unlefs the copies of the latter be fuppofed to have read, not 
tup* but nan. If the terror by night, be taken in con¬ 
nexion with the pejiilence that •walketh in darknefs, and 
BOTH oppofed to the arrow thatfiietb by day, and the de- 
'firuS'ton that miajleth at noon-, it will feem to imply the 
dread of real evil ONLY, which may be explained, in the 
language of the Poet, by — 

Night, and all her sickly dews— 
but, if the rendering of our old verfion, adopting that of the 
Seventy, be founded; it will, alfo, include the imaginary 
evils that follow : 

Her Spectres wan, and birds of boding cry. 

R 3 Page 
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Page 78. The locufts were heard from the 
thickets, on the plain of CatoulJ The infers 
here mentioned, are of the fame fpecies with the. 
TiA| of the Greeks, and the Cicada of $he La¬ 
tins; and are^called Locujls, from their having 
been fo denominated, by the firft ipnglilh fettlers 
in America. 

— halted on the banks of the Tigris] It is a 
praftice in the Eafl, and efpecially when large 
parties journey together, to halt, if poffible, in 
the vicinity of a ftream. Thus, Zohair: 

“ They rofe at day-break ; they proceeded at 
early dawn; they are advancing towards the val¬ 
ley of Ras dire£Uy and finely, as the hand to the 
mouth. 

“ Now when thy have reached the brink of yon 
blue gujhing rivulet, they fix the poles of their tents f 
like the Arab, in a fettled manfion.” 

Page 79. the heavens looked angry, &c.] This 
tempeft may be deemed fomewhat the more vio¬ 
lent, from afuppofition that Mahomet interfered; 
which will appear the more probable, if the cir- 

cumftance 
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cumftance of its obliterating the road *, be con- 
fidered. William of Tyre hath recorded one of 
• a fimilar kind, that vifited Baldwin in his expe¬ 
dition againft Damafcus: - — He, againft whofe 
will all projefts are vain, fuddenly overfpread the 
fky with darknefs ; poured down fuch TORRENTS OF 
RAIN, and fo INTIRELY EFFACED THE ROADS, 
that fcarce any hope of efcaping remained. Thefe 
difafters were indeed portended by a gloominefs in 
the air, lowering clouds , irregular gufts of wind, in- 
creajing thunders, and incejfant lightnings: but, as 
the mind of man knows not what may befall him, 
thefe admonitions of Heaven were flighted and op- 
pofed. Gefta Dei per Francos, p. 849. 

Page 80. He determined to crofs over the 
craggy heights, &c. to Rocnabad] Oriental tra¬ 
vellers have fometimes recourfe to thefe expedi¬ 
ents, for the fake of abridging the toils of their 
journies. Hence, Amgrad, in the Arabian Nights, 
who had himfelf been about fix weeks in travelling 
from the ifle of Ebene, could not comprehend 
the poflibility of coming in lefs time; unlefs by 

* Exclufive, however, of preternatural interference; it 
frequently happens, that a fudden blaft will arife on the 
vaft deferts of the Eaft j and fweep away, in its eddies, the 
tracks of the laft palfenger; whofe camel, therefore, in 
vain, for the wanderer that follows, « . 

Linquit humi pedibus veftigia preifa bifulcis. 

R 4 enchant- 
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enchantment, or croffmg the mountains, which 
from the difficulty of the pafs were but 'feldom 
traverfed. 

Page 8j. tigers, and vultures] The ravages of 
tlrefe animals in the Eaft are almoft incredible. 

Before them, Death with fhrieks direfts their way*. 

Fills the wild yell, and leads them to their prey. 

Prom the earlieft days, they have been the con- 
ftant attendants on fcenes of carnage. 

In the Sacred Writings’, David threatens “ to 
give the boji of the Philijiines to the fowls of the air, 
and the wild beads of the earth.” —Antara boafts, 
at the clofe of a conflict, of “ having left the 
father of his foes, like a vi£tim, to be mangled by 
the lions of the 11 ood, and the eagles * advanced in 
years.” —And, in the narrative of the prilbners 
taken at Bendorej the author relates, that many of 
them were devoured by TIGERS and VULTURES. 

* Finely as Gray conceived the idea of the eagle, awe¬ 
struck at the corfes of the Bards, there is a langour in 
his exprelTion, that wants to be removed. Milton, as his 
bed Editor judicioufly remarks, applied [he might have faid, 
confined'] the verb HURRY, to preternatural motion or ima¬ 
ginary beings : adopting it, therefore, in a kindred fenfe, 
might we not (for pajjes) advautageoufly read- 

The famifh’d eagle fcreams, and hurries by—? 

Page 
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Page 82. Vathek—with two little pages] “ All 
the pages of the Seraglio are fons of Chriftians 
made Haves in time of war, in their moft tender 
age. The incurfions of robbers in the confines 
of Circaflia, afford the means of fupplying the 
Seraglio, even in times of peace.’' Habefci’s 
State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 157. That 
the Pages here mentioned were CircaJJians , appears 
from the defcription of their complexion:— more 
fair than the enamel of Franguejian, 

Page 83. Confectioners and Cooks] What 
their precife number might have been in Vathek’s 
eftablilhment, it is not now eafy to determine; 
but, in the houfehold of the prefent Grand 
Seignor, there are not fewer than a hundred and 
ninety. Habefci’s State, p. 145. 

— torches were lighted, &c.] Mr. Marfden 
relates, in his Hiftory of Sumatra, that tigers 
prove mojl fatal and dejlruttive enemies to the inha~ 
bit ants, particularly in their journies ; and adds, that 
the numbers annually flain by thofe rapacious 
tyrants of the woods, is almoft incredible. As 
thefe trerhendous enemies are alarmed at the appearance 
of fire, it is ufual for the natives to carry a fplendid 
kind of torch, chiefly to frighten them; and, alfo, 
tp make a blaze with wood, in different parts, round 
their villages, p. 149. 

3 Fa Se 
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Page 84. one of the forefts which bordered 
their way, took fire] Accidents of this kind, in 
Perfia, are not unfrequent. “ It was an ancient 
praftice with the Kings and Great men to fet fire 
to large bunches of dry combuftibles, fattened 
round wild beafts and birds, which being then 
let loofe, the air and earth appeared one great il¬ 
lumination : and as thofe terrified creatures na¬ 
turally fled to the woods for ihelter, it is eafy 
to conceive that conflagrations, which would 
often happen, mutt have been peculiarly deftruc- 
tive.” Richardfon’s Diflertation, p. 185. In tire 
LXXXIlId Pfalm, y. 14, there is a reference to 
one of thofe fires, though arifipg from another 
cauie; and Homer, likewife, has taken a firailc 
from thence: 

Iu-1s mvf AIAHAON E7r*JXffit aovtAov uAn, 

OvgEsg e, hua&tn h n panelai avyn' 

II. B. 455. 

Page 85. hath feen fome part of our bodies, 
and, what is worfe, our very faces]—“ I was in¬ 
formed, writes Dr. Cooke, that the Perfian wo¬ 
men, in general, would J'ooner expo ft to publick view , 
any part of their bodies, than their faces*” 
Voyages and Travels, vol. II. p. 443. 

Page 87. cakes baked in filver ovens for his 
royal mouth] Portable ovens were a part of the 

furniture 
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furniture of Eaftern travellers. St. Jerom (on 
Lament, v. 10) hath particularly delcribed them. 
The Caliph’s were of the fame kind, only fub- 
ftituting filver for brafs. Dr. Pococke mentions 
Jiis having been entertained in an Arabian camp 
with cakes baked for him. In what the pe¬ 
culiarity of the royal bread confifted, it is not eafy 
to determine ; but, in one of the Arabian Tales, 
a woman, to gratify her utmoft defire, wifhes to 
become the wife of the Sultan’s baker ; affigning for 
the reafon, that Jhe might have her fill of that bread, 
which is called the Sultan’s. Vol. IV. p. 269. 

Page 87. vafes of fnow, and grapes from the 
banks of the Tigris] It was cuftomary in Eaftern 
climates, and efpeeially in the fultry feafon, 
to carry, when journeying, fupplies of fnow. 
Thefe jestivje nives (as Mamertinus ftyles them) 
being put into feparate vafes, were, by that means, 
better kept from the air, as no more was opened 
at once than might fuffice for immediate ufe. To 
preferve the whole from folutien, the veflels that 
contained it, were fecured in packages of ftraw. 
GeftaDei, p. 1098.-—Vathek’s anceftor, the Ca¬ 
liph Mahadi, in the pilgrimage to Mecca, 
which he undertook from oftentation rather than 
devotion, loaded upon camels, fo prodigious a 
quantity as was not only fufficieiit for himfelf and 

his 
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his attendants, amidft the burning fands of Ara¬ 
bia ; but, alfo, to preferve, in their natural frelh- 
nefs, the various fruits , he took with him, and to 
ice all their drink whilft he ftaid at Mecca : the 
greater part of whofe inhabitants had never feen 
fnow till then. Anecdotes Arabes, p. 326,. 

— roafted wolf, &c.] In the Poem of Amriol- 
kais, a repaft is defcribed, which, in manner of 
preparation, refembles the prefent; 

“ He foon brings us up to the foremoft of the 
beafts, and leaves the reft far behind : nor has 
the herd time to difperfe itfelf. 

“ He runs from wild bulls to wild heifers, and 
overpowers them in a fingle heat, without being 
bathed, or even moiftened with fweat. 

“ Then, the bufy cook, drefles the game, roof¬ 
ing part, baking part on hot ftones, and quickly 
boiling the reft in a veflel of iron.” 

Difgufting as this refeftion of Vathek may be 
thought, Atlante boafts to Ruggiero, of having 
fed him, from his infancy, on a fimilar diet: 

Di midolle gia d’ orfi e di leont 
Ti porfi io duntjue li primi aliment! ?J 

and 
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and we-read, that Lion’s flejh, was prefcribed to 
Vathek, but on a different occalion. Anecdot. 
Arab. p. 419. 

The vegetables that made part of this entertain¬ 
ment, were fuch, as the Koran hath ordained, 
tobeioodtfor the damned. 

Page 88. dropped their fans on the ground] 

, Attendants for the fame purpofe, are mentioned, 
in the flory of the King of the Black Ifles: “ One 
day while fhe was at bath, I found myfelf Jleepy after 
dinner, and lay down upon a fopha. Two of her ladies, 
who were then in my chamber, came and fat down, 
one at my head, and the other at my feet, with fans 
in their hands to moderate the heat, and to Linder the 
flies from difturbing my flumber.”—The comfort 
of fuch an attendant in the hour of repofe, can be 
known only in the climes of intolerabre day. 

Page 89., horrible Kaf] This mountain, which, 
in reality,. is no other than Caucafus, was fup- 
pofed to furround the earth, like a ring encom- 
paffing a finger. The fun was believed to rife 
from one of its eminences [as over Oeta, by the 
Latin Poets] and to fet on the oppofite; whence, 
from Kaf to Kaf, fignified from one extremity of 
the earth to the other. The fabulous Hiftorians 
iSfthe Eafl affirm, that this mountain was founded 


upon 



2.54 NOTES 6 N THfe MSTttftf o* 

upon a ftone, called Saibrat, Crib grain of which* 
according to Lokman, would enable the poffeffor 
to work wonders. This ftone is fnrthet de¬ 
scribed, as the pivot of the earth ; and faid to be 
ohe vaft bttierald, from the refrattion of whofe 
beams the heavens derive their azure. It is 
added, that whenever God would fcxcite aft earth¬ 
quake, he commands the ftone to move one of 
its fibres (which fupply in it the office of nerves) 
aind, that being moved, the part of the earth con* 
netted -With it, quakes, is convulfed, and fome- 
times expands. Such is the philofophy of the 
Koran !—‘• 

The Tarikh Tabari, written in I’erfian, anala- 
gOus to the fqme tradition, relates, that, were it 
not for this emerald, the earth would be liable to 
perpetual commotions, and unfit for the abode <rf 
mankind. 

To arrive at the Kaf, a vaft region* 
far from the fun and fummer-gale, 
muft be traverfed. Over this dark and clieerlefi 
defart, the way is inextricable, without the direc¬ 
tion of fupernatural guidance. Here the Dives,, 
Or Giants, were confined, after their defeat by the 
firft Heroes of the human race; and here, alfo, 

the 
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the Peries, or Faeries, are fuppofed, in ordinary, 
to refide. Sukrage die Giant was king of Kaf, 
and had Rucail one of the children of Adam for 
his prime minifter. The Giant Argenk., like- 
wife, from the time that Tahamurah made waf 
upon him, reigned here, and reared a fuperb pa¬ 
lace in the city of Aherman, with galleries on 
whofe walls were painted the creatures that inha¬ 
bited the world prior to the formation of Adam. 
Herbelot, p. 230, &c. he. 

Page 89. The Simnrgh] This is that wonder¬ 
ful bird of the Eaft concerning which fo many 
marvels are told. It was not only endowed with 
reafort, but pofleffed alfo the knowledge of every 
language. Hence, it may be concluded to have 
been a Dive in a borrowed form. This creature 
relates of itfelf that it had feen the great revolution 
of feven thoufand years, twelve times, commence 
and clofe; and that, in its duration, the world 
had been, feven times, void of inhabitants, and 
as often replenilhed. The Simurgh is reprefented 
as a great friend to the race of Adam, and not lefs 
inimical to the Dives. Tahamurath and Aher¬ 
man were apprifed by its predi&ions of all that 
vvas deflined to befal them, and from it, they ob¬ 
tained the promife of affiftance in every undertak¬ 
ing, Armed with the buckler of Gian Ben Gian, 
Tahamurath was borne by it through the air. 


over 
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over the dark defart, to Kaf. From its bofom 
his helmet was crefted with plumes, which, 
the moft renowned warriors have ever fince worn. 
In every conflict the Simurgh was invulnerable, 
and the heroes it favoured never failed of fuccefs. 
Though poffdled of power fufficient to extermi¬ 
nate its foes, yet the exertion of that power was 
fuppofed to be forbidden.—Sadi, a ferious Au¬ 
thor, gives it as an inftance of the univerfality of 
Providence, that the Simurgh, notwithflanding its 
immenfe bulk, is at no lofs for fuftinence on the 
mountain of Kaf.—Inatulla hath defcribed Ge- 
tiafrofe, queen of the Genii, as feated on a golden 
chariot, drawn by ten Simurghs; whofe wings ex¬ 
tended wide as the earth-fhading bir *, and whofe 

talons 

* — or Banian, to which the epithet of Inatulla moft 
emphatically belongs. Milton hath accurately de¬ 
fcribed this extraordinary tree, though by another name: 

The jig-tree —not that kind for fruit renown’d: 

But, fuch as at this day to Indians known,. 

In Malabar or Decan, fpreads her arms 
Branching fo broad, and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tree : a pillar’d shade 
HIGH OVER-ARCH’D AND ECHOING WALKS BE- 
, TWEEN. 

Was it not from hence that Warburton framed his hy¬ 
pothecs on the origin of Gothick architedture ? At leaft, 

here 
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talons refembled the probofcis of mighty elephants: 
but, it does not appear, from any other writer, 

that 

here were materials fufficient, for a fancy lefs forgetive than 
his.—Mr. Ives, in his journey from Perfia, thus fpeaks of 
this vegetable wonder : “ This is the Indian's facred tree.— 
It grows to a prodigious height, and its branches fpread a 
great way. The limbs drop down fibres, which take root 
and become another tree, united by its branches to the firft, 
and fo continue to do, until the trees cover a great extent 
of ground: the ARCHES ‘which tbofe different flocks make 
are gothic, like tbofe we fee in Westminster Abbey ; 
the stocks not being single, but, appearing as if com¬ 
posed of many stocks, are of a great circum¬ 
ference. There is a certain folemnity accompanying 
thofe trees; nor do I remember that I was ever under the 
cover of any of them, but that my mind was at the time im- 
preffed with a reverential awe!”—Page 460.—From the 

— - - — - - PILLAR’D SHADE 

HIGH OVER-ARCH’D, AND EC HOING WALKS BETWEEN 
As well as the 

- — HIGHEST WOODS, IMPENETRABLE 

TO STAR, OR SUN-LIGHT 

juft before mentioned, and the name given to the tree; it 
is probable . that the Poet’s defcription was principally 
founded on the account of Duret, who in the Chapter Du 
Figuier d' Inde, of his fingular book (entitled Hiftoire 
admirable[des plantes et herbes efmerueillables & miracu- 
leufes en nature, &c. a Paris, 1605.) thus writes: — fa 
grolfeur eft quelquefois telle, que trois hommes ne le fjau- 
roient embrafler : quelquefois vn ou deux de ces figuiers 
S font 
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that there ever was more than one, which is fre¬ 
quently called the marvellous gryphon, and faid to 
be like that imaginary monfter. Herbelot, p. 
1017, 810, &c. Tales of Inatulla, vol. II. p. 
71, 2. 

As the magick Jhield of Allante refembles the 
buckler of Gian Ben Gian, fo his Ippogrif apparently 

font un bois aviso grand, tofu, & ombragutx, dans lequel 
les rayons du Solei! ne peuuent aucunement penetrer, durant 
Us cbaleurs d Efie, & font ces figuiers infinies tonnes & ca¬ 
binets ft concaues & couuerts de feuilles fif de finuafiteto [ailes 
and receiTes, fo arched over with foliage and embowed ra-> 
mifications] qu’il s’y forme des Echos on\reuerberations de 
•voix & fons,jufqnes a trois fois : & eft telle la moindre d'vtz 
feul ombre de fes arbres, qu’elle peut eontenir foitbs foy a cou- 
uert buifl cens ou mil perfonnes, Gf la plus grande ombre, trois 
mil tommes, p. 124.—This tree might well be ftyled the 
EARTH-SHADING *. 

Though the early architeftttre of our Ifland be confefledly 
of a doubtful origin ; it neverthelefs deferves to be noted, 
that the refemblance between the columns of the ruined 
chancel at Orford, and thofe of Tauk Kefferah on the 
hanks of the Tigris, is much too ft rift to be merely cafual. 
It may be added, that the arches of this edifice, and their 
ornaments, are of the ftyle we call the early Norman. 

* « The following is an account of the dimenfioni of a remark¬ 
able Banyan tree, neat Manjee, twenty miles weft of Patna in 
Bengal. Diameter 363 to 375 feet. Circumference of its fhadow 
at noon, 1116 Icet. Circumference of the feveral Items (in num¬ 
ber 50 or 60) 92X feel.” Marfden’a Hiftory of Sumatra, p. 1 ji. 

came 
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<wme from the Simurgb, notwithftanding the re* 
ference of Ariofto to the veridical Archbifhop : 

Non ho veduto mil, ne letto altrove, 

Fuor che in Turpin, d’un fi fatto animate; 

■ Pa s e ^ 9 ; palampores, See.] Thefe elegant produc¬ 
tions, which abound in all parts of the Eaft, 
were of very remote antiquity. Not only are, 
«n*Jo»«5 EYAN 0 EIE, finely flowered linens , no¬ 
ticed by Strabo ; but Herodotus relates, that the 
nations of Caucafus adorned their garments tvith 
figures of various creatures , by means of the fap of 
certain vegetables j which, when macerated and 
diluted with water, communicate colours that 
cannot be walhed out, and are no lefs permanent 
than the texture itfelf. Strabo, L. xv. p. 709. 
Herodot, L. I. p. 96. —The Arabian Tales re¬ 
peatedly deferibe thefe “ fine linens of India, 
fainted in the mojl lively colours , and reprefenting 
beafis, trees, flowers, &c.” Arab. Nights, vol. IV. 
p. 217, &Ci 

96. Afrits] Thefe were a kind of Medilfa, or 
Lamia, fuppofed to be the moft terrible and cruel 
® f a h the orders of the Dives. Herbelot, p. 66. 

—“ Tablets fraught With preternatural qualities] 
MV. Richardfon obferves, ‘ c that in the Eaft, 
men of rank in general carried with them pocket 
S 2 aftro- 
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aftronomical tables, which they confulted ort" 
every affair of moment.” Thefe tablets, how-' 
ever, were of the magical kind; and fiich as often 
occur in works of romance. Thus, in Boiardo, 
Orlando receives, from the father of the youth 
he had refcued, a book that would folve all doubts 
and, in Ariofto, Logittilla beftows upon Aftolpho, 
a Jimilar dheBory. The books which CarathiS' 
turned over with Morakanabad, were imagined 
to have potteffed the like virtues. 

Page 90. Dwarfs} Such unfortunate beings* 
as are thus “ curtailed of fair proportion,” have 
been, for ages, an appendage of Eaftern gran-* 
deur. One part of their office confifts in the in- 
flrudlion of the pages, but their principal duty 
is the amufement of their matter. If a Dwarf 
happen to be a mute, he is much efteemed; but 
if he be alfo a Eunuch, he is regarded as a 
prodigy; and no pains or expence are fpared to 
obtain him. Habefci’s State of the Ottoman 
Empire,-p. 164, &c. 

Page 91. a cabin of rufhes and canes] Huts of 
this fort are mentioned by Ludeke, in his Expo- • 
fitio brevis Loc. Script, p. 51. Tuguriola feu 
palis, fruticibus viridibus, vel juncis circumdatis 
et te£Us, amboque quidem facillime conftruuntur. 

Page 
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Page 91. A fmall fpring fupplies us with Ab- 
.defts, and we daily repeat prayers, &c.]'Amongft 
the indifpenfable rules of the Mahometan faith, 
.ablution is one of the chief. This rite is divided 
£nto three kinds. The firft, performed before 
prayers, is called Abdeji. It begins with walhing 
both hands, and repeating thefe words Praifed 

be Alla, who created clean water, and gave it the 
virtue to purify: he alfo hath rendered our faith 
,confpicuous.” This done, water is taken in the 
right hand thrice, and the mouth being wafhed, 
jthe worfhjper fubjoins :—“ I pray thee, O Lord, 
to let me tafte. of that water, which thou hafl; 
given to thy Prophet Mahonjet in paradife, more 
fragrant than mufk, whiter than milk, fwe.etey 
than honey: and which has the power to 
quench for ever, the thirft of him that drinks it,’' 
This petition is accompanied with fniffing a 
Jittle yvater into the nofe ; the face is then three 
times wafhed, and behind the ears; after whichi 
water is taken with both hands, beginning with 
the right, and thrown to the elbow. The wafh- 
ing of the crown next follows, and the apertures 
,of the ear with the thumbs: afterward, the neck 
with all the fingers; and, finally, the feet. In 
this laft operation, it is held fufficient to wet the 
jfandal only. At each ceremonial a fuitable pe¬ 
ls 3 titiQfl 
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tition is offered, and the whole concludes with 
this : “ Hold roe up firmly, O Lord ! and fuffer 
not my foot to flip, that I may not fall from the 
bridge into hell.” Nothing can be more exem¬ 
plary than the attention with which thefe rites 
are performed. If an involuntary cough or fneeze 
interrupt them, the whole fervice is begun anew, 
and that as often as it happens. Habefci, p. 91, 
&c. 

Page 91. reading the holy Koran] The Ma¬ 
hometans have a bpok of flops or paufes in read¬ 
ing the Koran, which divides it into feventeev. 
fe&ions, and allows of no more. Herbelot, 

P- 9 *S- 

■—• The bells of a cafila] A cafila, or caravan, 
according to Pitts, is divided into diftinft com¬ 
panies, at the head of which an officer, or perfon 
•of diftinftion, is carried in a kind of horfe litter, 
and followed by a fumpter camel, loaden with his 
treafure. This camel hath a bell fattened to either 
fide, the found of which may be heard at a con- 
fiderable di fiance. Others have bells on their 
necks and their legs, to folape them when droop¬ 
ing with heat and fatigue.—Inatulla alfo, in his 
Tales, hath a fimilar reference;—“ the bells of 
the Cafila may ’be rung in the thirfiy dejart .” 
Vol.'ll. P . 15. 


Page 
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Page 91. Dcggial] This word fignifies properl^ 
a liar and impoftor, but is applied, by Maho¬ 
metan Writers, to their Antichrijl. He is de- r 
fcribed as haying but one eye and eye brow, and 
on his forehead the radicals of cafer [or Infidel ] are 
faid to be impreffed. According to the traditions 
of the faithful, his firfi: appearance will be be¬ 
tween Irak and Syria, mounted on an afs. Se¬ 
venty thoufand Jews from Ifpahan are expefted 
to follow him. His continuance on earth is to 
be forty days. All places are to be deftroyed by 
him and his emilfaries, except Mecca or Medina ; 
which will be protected by angels from the ge¬ 
neral overthrow. At laft, however, he will be 
llain by Jefus, who is to encounter him at the 
gate of Lud. Herbelot, p. 282, gale's Prelim, 
Difc. p. xo6. 

Page 92. dictated by the blefled Intelligence] 
That is, the Angel ^Gabriel. The Maho¬ 
metans deny that the Koran was compofed by 
their prophet; it being their general and orthodex 
belief, that it is of divine original, nay, even eter¬ 
nal and uncreated, remaining in the very eflence 
of God : that the firfl tranfcript has been from 
everlafting by his throne, written on a table of 
ijrunenfe fize, called the preferred table ; on which 
are alfo recorded the divine decrees, paft and 
fixture : that a copy was by the niiniftry of the 
5 4 Angel 
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^ngel Gabriel fent down to the loweft heaven, 
in the month of Ramadan, on the night of power - 
from whence Gabriel revealed it to Mahomet by 
parcels, fome at Mecca, and fome at Medina . A 1 
Koran, ch. ii. Ac, Sale’s Prelim. Difc. p. 85. 

Page 93. hath culled with his own hands 
thefe melons, &c.] The great men of the Eaft 
have ever been, what Herodotus fhrewdly ftyled 
Them, or gift-eaters ; for no vifitor can 

approach them, with empty hands. In fuch a 
climate and fituation, what prefent could be more 
acceptable to Vathek, than this rcfrefhing colla¬ 
tion? 


— to kifs the fringe of thy confecrated 
robej This obfervance was an aft of the moft 
profound reverence. Arabian Nights, vol. IV, 
p. 236, Ac. 

— Fakreddin’s fpring refidence] It has long 
been cuftomary for the Arabs to change their 
habitations with the feafons. Thus Antara : 

“ Thou haft pofTeffed thyfelf of my heart; 
thou haft fixed thy abode, x and art fettled there, 
as a beloved and cherifhed inhabitant. 

“ Yet how can I vifit my fair one, whilft her 
family have their vernal manjion in Oneizatain, 
and mine are ftationed in Ghailem ?” ' 

1 Xenophon 



THE CAEIPH VATHEK. 265 

Xenophon relates, in his Anabafis, that it was 
cuftomary for the Kings of Perfia §spi&» epi{«F, 
to pafs the fummer and fpring in Sufa and Ecbatana; 
and Plutarch obferves further, that their winters 
were fpent in Babylon, their fummers in Media 
(that is Ecbatana), and the pleafanteft part of fpring 
in Sufa : Kotilot tuc rys nsfooii flaa-iXex; s/saxagt^oi si B«S»- 

ro» Smyovlaq’ si Je Mniia to Beg®-' si h En<ros; t 

to iiJiro 1 tu EAPOS. De Exil. p. 604. This TQ 
'HAISTON of the vernal feafon , is exquifitely de¬ 
scribed by Solomon: 

“ •—— Lo the winter is paft, the rain is over; 
it is gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the 
feafon of finging is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land. The fig-tree putteth 
forth her green figs, and the vines with the ten¬ 
der grape give a good fmell. Arife, my love,-my 
fair one, and come away.” 

Page 93. an emerald, fet in lead] As nothing, 
at tire opening of Spring, can exceed the luxuriant 
vegetation of thefe irriguous valleys; fo, no 
term could be chofen more expreffive of their ver¬ 
dure. — The Prophet Ezekiel, emblematizing 
Tyre under the fymbol of Paradife, hath de¬ 
ferred, by the different gems of the Eaft, thp 
flowers that variegate its furface; and, parti¬ 
cularly, by the emerald, its green : “ Thou haft 

been' 
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been in Eden, the garden of God : ["Hp* 

*]fDDO thy carpet was an ajfemblage ef every 
precious Jlone ; the ruby, topaz, and the diamond ; 
the chryfolite, the onyx, and the jafper; the 
fapphire, the emerald —Ch. xxviii. 13. 
It hath not, perhaps, been hitherto obferved, that 
the Paradife of Ariofto was copied from hence: 

Zaffir, rubini, oro, topazj, e perle, 

E diamanti, e chryfotiti, e giacinti 
Potriano i fiori affimigliar, che per Ie 
Liete piagge v’avea l’aura dipinti. 

Si verdi I’frbe, che potendo averle 
Quagiu, ne foran gli smeraldi vinti— 

Canto Xxxiv. St. 49. 

When Gray, in his defcription of Grafmere, 
fpoke of its - <f meadows green as an emerald”—ho 
might have added alfo, the circun*ftar>£? noted 

by our author—befet with mountains of the 

/ 

* The fame kind of imagery abounds in the Oriental 
Poets. Thus, Abu Nawas: 

“ Behold the gardens of the earth, and confider the emblem; 
efthofe things which Divine power hath formed: Eyes of 
SILVER [dai/ies] every where difclofed, with pupils like 
molten gold, united to an emerald Jtalk: rhele avouch 
that no one is equal to God. ! ' 

So, likewife, Sadi: 

“ He hath planted rubies and emeralds on the hard 
*ock : the ruby ROSE on its emerald STEM.” 

And Ebn Ruipi, of the violet : fl it is not a 
hut an emerald, bearing a PURPLE GEM.” 
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hue of lead. Shakfpeare, in a fimjlar copnpa- 
yifon, hath denominated our green. England, 

This preciousJione set in the ftlver fea. 

Page 93. Sugar] Dr. Pococke mentions the 
fugar-cane, as a great defert in Egypt; and adds, 
that, befides coarfe loaf fugar and fugar candy, 
jt yields a third fort, remarkably fine, which is 
fent to die Grand Seignor, and prepared otstLY for 
HiMsEty. Travels, yol. I. p. 183, 204. 

The Jeweller’s fon, in the ftory of the third 
Calender, defires the Prince to fetch fome melon 
and fugar, that he might refrelh himfelf with 
them. Arab. Nights, vol. I. p. 159. 

— red characters] The laws of Draco, are re¬ 
corded by Plutarch, in his life of Solon, to have 
been written in blood. If more were meant by 
this expreflion, than that thofe laws were of a 
fanguinary nature, they will furnilh the earlieft 
inftance of the ufe of red characters ; which were 
afterwards confidered as appropriate to fupreme 
authority, and employed to denounce fome re* 
quifition or threatening defigned to ftrike terror.— 
According to Suidas, this manner of writing was, 
likewife, praCtifed in magici rites : Hence their 
application in the inftance here mentioned. Trota 
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*n Herm. Hugonera, p. 106, 307. Suidas fub 

VOC. yvtn, 


Page 94. thy body fha.ll be fpit upon] There 
was no mark of contempt amongft the Eafterns, 
fb ignominious as this. Arab. Nights, vol. I. 
p. 115. Vol. IV. p. 275. It was the feme in 
the days of Job. Herodotus relates of the Medes, 
ixttein atltai aisxpon er», and Xenophon relates 
Aisxpon ir* nepa-ai; ro AnonTTEiN. Hence, the 
veafon is evident for fpitting on our Saviour. 

— bats fhall engender in dry belly] Bats, ip 
thefe countries, were very abundant; and, both 
from their numbers and nature, held in abhorrence. 
See what is related of them by Thevenot, part I. 
p. 132, 3. Egmont and Hayman, vol. JE p. 87 ? 
and other Travellers in the Eaft. 

Page 95. The Bifmillah] This word (which 
is prefixed to every chapter of the Koran, except 
the ninth) fignifies in tke name of the moft merciful 
God .—It became not the initiatory formula of 
prayer, till the time of Moez the Fatimite. Her- 
belot, p. 326. 

Ablution is of an origin long prior to Ma¬ 
homet. It is mentioned in Homer, and allude 4 
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to by the Pfalmift : 

“ I will wafh my hands in innocency , and fo will 
I compafs thine altar, O Lord.”— 

Again: “ Verily have I cleanfed my heart in 
vain, and wajhed my hands in innocency." 

Page 97. a vaft wood of palm-trees] Perhaps 
the palm is no where more abundant than in this> 
region, that only excepted to which Virgil refers, 
in a paflage as yet not explained: 

Primus Idumseas referam tibi, Mantua, pal mas. 

If the ingenuoufnefs and delicacy of a Right Re¬ 
verend Critick [who is laid to have owed his pre- 
fent dignity to a ncite on the context] had not beers 
long known *, an ordinary reader might be 
ftartled at the refemblance between his Lordlhip’s 
critique and Catrou’s ; whilft a faftidious one, in a 
fplenetick mood, might apply, like another Ed¬ 
wards, the Marks of Imitation, as fo many 
canons to annoy their Founder. The hypothefis, 
however, of Hartley, Prieltley, and thofe other 
Phyliologifts, who have fo clearly deduced the 
phenomena of mind from organization, and traced 
back the coincidences of thought to predifpofing 
motives and limilar afibciations, will enable us, 

* See the Traft intituled « On the Delicacy of Friend¬ 
ship, a feventh diflertttion, addrefled to the author of the 
fixth.” 


on 
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on the idea of* an internal conformity between the 
Criticks, to account for their congruity of writing, 
without leaving room to furmife, that the one 
ever heard of the other.—‘Not a breath then of 
Achan, and his wedge of gold! 

Catrou, fuppofing that Virgil meditated the 
iftiprovement of his writings, after anexciirfion to 
Greece and Alia, tranflates ego in patriam rediens, 
by a nun retour en ItAlie ; but the reftrifted fenfe 
in which the Poet delights to apply patria (as in 
his firft Eclogue: 

No* palria fines, et dtilcia Iinquimus arva, 

Nos patriam fugimus--) 

as well as the mention of Mantua and the Mincius, 
precludes this more extended conftrudtion. If 
therefore ego in patriam rediens be literally taken, 
it will rather mark the defign of Virgil to retire 
from Rome to the fequeftered fcenes of his native 
Mantua ; where he was firft fmitten with the love 
of fong, and whither he purpofes to bring the fif- 
terhood of the Mufes. But, the claufe leaft under- 
ltood, is that which immediately follows: 

Primus Idmteas rcferam tibi, Mantua, palmas. 

Catrou hath inferred from- it, that Virgil a finally 
projected a voyage to the Levant:—to fetch palms 
no doubt!—The Bilhop, however, after remark¬ 
ing that, the Poet having held himfelf forth as a 


con- 
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conqueror, and declared the objeft of his conqueft 
to have been bringing the Mufes captive froin 
Greece; fubjoins—“ the palmy triumpal entry, 
which was ufual to viftors on their return from 
foreign fuccefles, follows : 

Primus Idumseas referam tibi, Mantua, palmas.” 

Eut, with the deference due to fo venerable a 
Critick, will this explication fufEce ?—for, may it 
not be afked, If to celebrate a triumph for foreign 
fuccefles, palms from Idumea were requifite?— 
If viftors were accuftomed to go thither for them, 
previous to their triumphal entry ?—Or (allowing 
Idumeeas to be, fine mente fonum, a word without 
meaning *) how it could happen, that the palmy 
triumphal entry fhould have been usual to vic¬ 
tors, and yet Virgil the first, whofe fuccefs was 
to be graced with it? 

Primus Idumseas referam— palmas. 

It is obfervable that this book of the Georgicks 
opens with propofing its fubjeft, the novelty of 
which induces the author to remark that, as the 

* Thus, alfp, Martyn, becaufe Idumaea was famous for 
palms, interprets Idumseas palmas, “palms, in general;” 
and Heyne : idumaat autem palmas poctico plane epitheto 
appellabat, a nobili aliquo genere yet, he immediately 
adds : “ Idumen poets pro Idumaea ac tota Judaa dicunt, 
quam quidem palmis frequentem fuiffe notum eft:—arbulto 
palmarum dives Idurae. Lucan. III. *i6.” 


ufual 
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■nfttal themes of the Roman Poets were all become 
trite, it would be his aim to feek fame from fo¬ 
reign acquifitions, and his purpofe to aggrandize 
the glory of his country by fubjetting to its lan¬ 
guage the poetical beauties of Gftece and Judea. 

If it be admitted that, under the allegory of 
leading the Mufes ( who were peculiar to Greece) 
from the SUMMIT of the Aonian mount, the 
Poet intended to characterize the loftieft flights of 
Grecian Poetry, or the Efick*; it follows 
from parity, of. reafon, that, under the fymbol 
of their country f, he equally defigned the PRO- 
PHETICK STRAINS of the Hebrews: 

* It was in this light that the ASneis was regarded by 
Propertius, who exclaims in reference to it (B. II. El. 
xxxiv. v. 65.) 

— — — — Cedite Graii, 

Nefcio quid MAJUS nafcitur IliaDE 1 

The Author of an elegant and mafterly pamphlet, in- 
titled Critical Obfer<vatians on the Sixth Book of the JEneiJ 
(publilhed by EImfly 1770) fuppofes Propertius in the con¬ 
text, to have had his eye on the s hield of ./Eneas ; but, 
from comparing the palfage itfelf with the Vlth Elegy of the 
IVth book, it appears more likely that He alluded to the 
battle of Aftium, as defcribed in JEn. VIII. 704. 

f It was by this emblem that the Romans, on their coins, 
repiefented Judea; and particularly on the medal, to fig- 
Iialize its reduction : 

Beneath her PALM here fad JUDEA weeps.” 

Primus 
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Primus ego in patriam mecum, modo vita fuperfir, 
Aonio rediens deducam vertice Mufas : 

Primus Idumas referam tibi, Mantuo, pahnas. 

The verb referam in connexion with 
tibi Mantua, implies that Virgil had already 
brought Iddmean palms to his natal foil-, and 
what tliefe meant is abundantly plain. For, 
■whoever will compare the IVth Eclogue with the 
prophecy of Ifaiah, muft perceive too cloftfan 
agreement to fuppofe that the fame images, un¬ 
der fimilar combinations, and both new to a Ro¬ 
man poet, Ihould have occurred to Virgil rather 
from chance, than a previous perufal of the Pro¬ 
phet * in Greek. 

It only remains then to be inquired, Whether 
Virgil, after having introduced in his Paftorals 
fome of the prophetick: traits of Hebrew poetry , 
any further availed himfelf of it in the Epick 
here projected ? For a fatisfaftory anfwer to this 
queftion, it might fuffice to reply, That if there 
be any charafterillick which difcriminates the 
j'Eneid more than another, it is the prophetick : 

In medio mihi Caesar erir, templumque tenebit. 
As in the Pollio, the images employed by the 

* Tacitus mentions THE ANCIENT SCRIPTURES 
of the JEWISH PRIESTS, as containing the prediction 
which Virgil is here fuppofed to have adopted. HiJL 1 . v. 
§ 13. 

T Prophet 
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Pro-phet to prefigure the birth of the Mefliah, andf 
the bleffings of his reign,, were applied by the 
Roman Poet, to the birth of the expected Jon 
of Auguftus *, and the return of the golden age 
under his aufpices; fo, in the y£neid, he re- 
fumes the prediftion, and applies it to Auguftus 
himfelf: 

Hie Vik, hie eft, tibi quem promitti faepius audis 
Augustus Caesar., Divt genus : aurea condet 
SPECULA qui rurfus Latio, regnata per arva 
Saturno quondam ; fuper et Garamantas et Indos 
Proferet Imperium. Jacet extra sidera tellus. 
Extra anni soeisoue vias, &c. 

JE n. VI, 792. 

Page 97. infeription} Infcriptrons of this fort 
are ftiil retained. Thus Ludeke—Interni non 
folum Divani plurlumque conelavium parietes, 
fed etiam frontispicia fuper port as inferip - 
tiones habent. Expofitio, p. 54. In the hiftory 
of Amine, we find an infeription over a gate, in 
letters of gold, analagous to this of Fakreddin r 
“ Here is the abode of everlafting pleafures and 
content.” Arab. Nights, vol. I. p. 193. 

* - A magnificent takhtrevan] This kind. 

of moving throne, though more common, at pre- 

* By Scribonia, then pregnant of the infamous Julia. 
See Biihop Chandler’s Vindication, and Maffon's Diflertatioa 
fubjoined. 

feat. 
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lent, than in the days of Vathek, is ftill con¬ 
fined to perfons of the higheft rank. 

Page 98. her light brown hair floated in the 
hazy breeze of the twilight] Literally hyacin- 
thine. The metaphor taken from this flower, 
exprefled by the word Sunbul, is familiar to the 
Arabians. Thus, in Sir William Jones’s So- 
lima, an eclogue made up of Eaftern images : 

The fragrant hyacinths of Azza’s hair. 

That wanton with the laughing fummer air— 

Nor was it lefs common to the Greeks. Perhaps, 
Milton, in the following lines, 

— — — — HYACINTHIN LOCKS 

Round frorp his parted forelock manly hung 
Cluliring, but not beneath his ihoulders broad- 

adopted it from Luciatl. The term manly, 
with the reftri&ion at the clofe, gives full fcope 
for this conjefture; as, in Lucian, the defcrip- 
tions relate only to women. The poet may be 
further traced upon the fnow of the claflicks, in 
the ufe of the term clustering ; an equivalent 
expreflion being appropriated by the ancients to 
that difpofition of the curls which refembles the 
growth of.grapes, and may be obferved on gems, 
coins, and itatues. Plutarch Confol. Apoll. p. 196. 

It is Angular that both Lexicographers and Cri- 
ticks fhould have confidered and @olpuo- 

T 2 Kce , [i&‘ 
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Sscf*©-, as fynonymous. This confufion, how¬ 
ever, appears to have arifen from both being attri¬ 
butes of Bacchus; whole hair was not only 
adorned with clujhrs from the vine ; but, like 
the locks ,of Apollo £®k8*f*o» BOTPYOENTEE. Apol¬ 
lon. B. 677.] was itfelf cEUstring *. 

Sir William Jones acutely conjeftures, that 
Solomon alluded to the hair, in that elliptical 
fpeech of the Shulamite, Song I. 14. 

h nn "ssn Vde'b 
ni \"t »o*m 

A Cluster of grafts, &c- 

The like epithet, though adopted from a different 
fruit, occurs in the Poem of Amriolkais : 

Her long coal-black hair decorated her back, 
thick and diffufed, like bunches of dates, clus¬ 
tering on the palm-tree.” 

The diffujion of hair here noticed, and its 
floating as deferibed by our Author, are cir- 
cumftances fo frequent in the works of Hafezr 
and Jami, that there is fcatce a page of them 

* Winckeltnann hath ftrangely fixed upon the reverse 
of this cbaraBer, as an ex-clufive property of thefe Divini¬ 
ties j and fo infallible a criterion does he_ make it, as even 
from it alone to afeertain their mutilated ftatues. Hill, de 
l’.- r; d’ Antiq. tom. II. p. 146 —However, in another part 
•f ;.is work, he refers to Plutarch, a* cited above. 

in 
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Jn which the idea of the breeze playing with the 
trejfes of a beautiful girl, is not agreeably and 
varioufly exprefied *. An inltance from Petrarch 
■refembling their manner may be feen in the lines 
that follow : 

Aura, che quelle chiome bionde e crefpe 
Circondi, e movi, -e fe’ moffa da loro 
Soavemente, e Ipargi quel dolee ora, 

E ppi’l raccogli, e’a bei nodi’l rinerefpe. 

Son. cxoi. 

Page 98. your ivory limbs] The Arabians com¬ 
pare the Ikin of a beautiful woman, to the egg 
of the ostrich, when preferved unsullied' f. 
Thus, Amriolkais: 

- Delicate was her fhape ; fair her Ikin; and 
her body well pri portioned : her bofom was as 
fmooth as a pairror, 

* Preface to Jones’s Poems, p. xii. 

+ A fair Jiin is. likened by the Italian Poets ta CURD : 
Thus, Bracciolini: 

- — i fuoi T-ENERI MEMBRI un LATTE fienO- 

Che tremolante, ma non rotto ancora, 

Pofe accorto Pallor fu i verdi giurichi 

Aniorofo Sdegnp, III. z. 

hike wife, Taffo: 

— — — — egli rivolfe 
I cupidi occhi in quelle membra BELLfE, 

-Che, come fuole tremolare, il latte 
J le.giunchi, fi psrean morbide, e bianche. 

Aminta III. 1. 

T 3 Or 
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Or like the pure egg of an ostrich, of a 
yellowifh tint blended with white.” 

Alfo the Koran “ near them fliall lie the 
Virgins of Paradfe, refraining their looks from 
feeholding any befides their fpoufes, having large 
black eyps, and refembling the eggs of an os¬ 
trich, covered with feathers f.-.om dust.” 
^doallakat, p. 8. A 1 Koran, ch. 27. 

But though the Arabian epithet be taken from 
thence, yet the word ivory is fubftituted, as 
more analogous to European ideas, and not fo¬ 
reign from the Eaftern.-—Thus Amru : 

“ And two fweet breafts, fmooth and white as 
vefiels of ivory, modeftly defended from the 
hand of thofe who prefume to touch them, Mo- 
allakat, p. 77. 

Page 98. baths of Rofe-water] The ufe of 
perfumed waters for the purpofe of bathing is of 
an early origin in the Eaft, where every odorifer¬ 
ous plant fheds a richer fragrance than is known 
to our more humid climates. The rofe which 
yields this lotion is, according tq Haflelquift, of 
a beautiful pale blufh colour, double, large as a 
plan’s fill, and more exquifite in fpent than any 
other fpecies. The quantities of this water dif- 
tilled annually at Fajhum, and carried to diftant 

countries. 
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countries, is .immenfe. The mode of conveying 
it is in veffels of copper, coated with wax. Voyag. 
p. 248. Ben Jonfon makes Volpone fay to 
Celia: 

Their bath lhall be the juyce of gilliflowres, 
Spirit of ROSES, and of violets. 

— amufe you with Tales] Thus, in the ftory 
of Alraoui: “ There was .an Emir of Grand 
Cairo, whofe company was no lefs coveted for 
his genius, than his rank. Being one day in a 
melancholy mood, he turned towards a courtier, 
and faid : Alraoui, my heart is dejefted, and I 
know not the caufe; relate to me fome. pleafant 
liory to difpel m.y chagrin. Alraoui replied : 
The great have with reafon regarded Tales as 
the belt antidote to care: if you will allow me, I 
will tell you my own.” [Tranllated from one of 
the unpublifhed MSS. mentioned in the Preface]. 
— “ The Arabian Nights” feith Colonel Capper 
(in his Obfervations on the Paflage to India, 
through Egypt, and acrofs the great Defert), “ are 
by many people fuppofed to be a fpurious pro- 
duftion, and are therefore flighted in a manner 
they do not deferve. They are written by an 
Arabian, and are univerfally read and admired- 
throughout Alia by perfons of all ranks, both old 
and young: conlidered therefore as an original 
Work, defcriptive , as they are , of the manners and 

T 4 
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cujioms of the Eaji in general, and alfi oftht 
genius and chara&er of the Arabians in particular % 
they furely muft be thought to mferit the atten¬ 
tion of the curious; nor are they, in my opinion, 
entirely deftitute of merit in other refpedts ; for 
although the extravagance of fome of the ftories 
is carried too far, yet, on the whole, one cannot 
help admiring the fancy and invention of the au¬ 
thor, in ftriking out fuch a variety of plealing in¬ 
cidents ; pleafing, I call them, becaufe they have 
frequently afforded me much amufement: nor do 
I envy any man his feelings, who is above being 
pleafed with them ; but before any perfon decides 
on the merit of thefe books, he fhould be eye- 
witnefs of the effects they produce on thofe who 
bell: underftand them. I have, more than once, 
feen the Arabians on the Defert, fitting round a 
fire, liftening to thefe ftories with fuch attention 
and pleafure, as totally to forget the fatigue and 
hardfhip, with which, an inftant before, they 
were totally overcome. In fhort, they are held 
in the fame eftimation all over dfia % as the Adven¬ 
tures of Don Quixote are in Spain.” 

If the obfervation of the Knight of la Mancha, 
reipcftiug tranflation in general, be juft—[me 
parece, que el traducir de una lengua en otra, es 
como quien mira los tapices flamencos por el reves, 
que aunque fe veil las figuras, fon Ilenas de hilos 
que las efcurecen, y no fe ven con la lifura y tez de 
i la 
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Ja haz]—the wrong fide of tapeftry will reprefent 
tnore truly the figures on the right, notwith* 
ftahding the flofs that blurs them, than any 
verfion, the precifion and fmoothnefs of the 
Arabian furface. The profpeft of a rich coun¬ 
try in. all the glories of fummer, is not more dif¬ 
ferent from its November appearance, than the 
original of thofe Tales, when.' oppofed to the 
French tranflation ;—of which, it maybe added, 
•pur verfion is, at belt, but a moonlight view : 

— — — — pallida la luna 
Tingea d’un lume fcolorito e incerto 
La valla lblitudinc terrena. 

Page 99. Lamb a la creme] No dilh atnongft 
(the Eafterns was more generally admired. The 
Caliph Abdoltnelok, at a fplendid entertainment, 
to Which whoever came was weloome, afkrti 
Amrou the fon of Hareth, what kind of meat he 
preferred to all others. The old man anfwered: 
“ an afs’s neck, well feafoned and roafted.”— 
“ But, what fay you,” replied the Caliph, “ to 
the leg or fhoulder of a l^b a la creme? and, 
jadded : 

How fweely we live if a fhadow would laft?” 

M.S. Laud. Numb. 161. A. 
Ockley’s Hill, of the Saracens, 
yol. If. p. 277. 

Page 
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Page 99. made the Dwarfs dance againft theif 
will] Ali Chelebi al Moufti, in a treatife on the 
fubjedt, held that dancing, after the example of 
the Derviches, who made it a part of their de¬ 
votion, was allowable. But in thig opinion he 
was deemed to be heterodox; for Mahometans 
in general place dancing amongft the things that 
are forbidden, Herbelot, p. 98, 

— durft not refufe the Commander of th# 
faithful] The mandates of Oriental Potentates 
have ever been accounted irreliftible. Hence the 
fubmiflion of thefe Devotees to the will of the 
Caliph. Either I. 19. Daniel VI, 8. Ludekc 
Expof. brevis, p. 6Q, 

— he fpread bimfelf on the fofa] The idiom of 
the original occurs in Euripides, and is front him 
adopted by Milton: 

jJele rot Ttgon' «r 
pccXov c?n ‘Urdu) 

XTMENON* «raX«{. 

Heraclidae, v, 75. 

See how he lies at random, carelefsly diffus'd. 
With languish'd head unpropt, 
one paft hope, abandon’d, 

And by himfelf giveti over. 

Samfon, v. 118, 

Page 100. properly lubricated with the balm 
p£ Mecca] Unguents, for reafons fufficjently ob¬ 
vious, 
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vious, have been of general ufe in hot climates. 
According to Pliny, “ at the time of the Trojaa 
war, they confided of oils perfumed with the 
odours of flowers, and, chiefly, of roses”— 
whence the 'poaoen iXxmt of Homer. Hallelquift 
fpeaks of oil, impregnated with the tuberofe and 
jeffamine; but the unguent here mentioned was 
preferred to every other. Lady M. W. Monta¬ 
gu, defirous to try its effefts, feems to have dif¬ 
fered materially from having improperly applied it. 

Page 100. if their eye-brows and trefies were 
in order] As perfuming and decorating the hair 
of the Sultanas was an eflfential duty of their at¬ 
tendants, the tranflator hath ventured to fubftitute 
the term trejfes , for another more exaft to the ori¬ 
ginal. In Don Quixote, indeed, a waiting wo¬ 
man of the Duchefs mentions the fame fervices 
with our Author ; but, as performed by perfons 
of her own fex:—hay en Candaya mugeres que 
andan de cafa en cafa a quitar el vello, v a pulir. 
las cejas, y hacer otros menjurges tqcantes a 
.mugeres, nofotras las duenas de mi feiiora por ja¬ 
mas quistmos admitirlas, porque las mas olifcan a 
terceras, tom. IV. cap. 40. p. 42. 

Other offices of the drefiing-room and toilet may 
fee feen in Lucian, vol. II. Amor, 39. p. 441.-^- 

The 
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The Arabians had a preparation of antimony and 
galls, with which they tinged the eye-brows of a 
beautiful black; and great pains were taken to 
fhape them into regular arches. In combing the 
jhair, it was cuftomary to fprjnkle it with per¬ 
fumes, and to difpofe it in a variety of becoming 
forms. Richardfon’s Difiertat. p. 481. Lady 
•M. W. Montagu’s Letters. 

Page 100. the nine hundredth and ninety-ninth 
time] The Mahometans boaft of a Doftor who 
is reported to have read over the Koran not fewer 
than twenty tboulaod times. Herbelot, p. 75. 

Page 101. Black Eunuchs, fabre in hand] In 
this manner the apartments of the Ladies were 
conftantly guarded. Thus, in the ftory of the 
enchanted horfe, Firouz Schah, traverfing a 
ftrange palace by night, entered a room, “ and, by 
the light of a lanthorn, faw that the perfons he' 
had heard fnoring, were black Eunuchs with naked 
fabres by them ; which was enough to inform him 
that this was the guard-chamber of fome queen or 
princefs.” Arabian Nights, voI.-JV. p. 189, 

Page 102. Nouronihar, daughter of the Emir, 
was fpritely as an Antelope, and full , of wanton 
gaiety] Solomon has compared his Bride to “ a 
company of horses in Pharaoh’s chariotsHo¬ 
race, 
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race, a fportive young Female to an untamed 
filly ; Sophocles, a delicate Virgin to a wild 
heifer; Ariofto, Angelica to a fawn or kid ; 
and Taflb, Erminia to a hind ; but the obje£t 
of refemblance adopted by our author, is of fu- 
perior beauty to them all. 

Page 102. to let down the great fwing] The 
fwing was an exercife much ufed in the apart¬ 
ments of the Eaftern Ladies, and not only con¬ 
tributed to their health, but amufement. Tales 
of Inatulla, vol. I. p. 259. 

Page 103. I accept the invitation of thy honied 
lips] Uncommon as this idiom may appear in our 
language, it was not fo, either to the Hebrew or 
the Greek. Compare Proverbs xvi. 24. 

di? rno« uaTfpx 

with Homer, Iliad A. 249. 

T* xai am yku<r<Ty>i MEAITOE ykimm felt av$n+ 

Theocritus, Idyl. xx. 26. 

— — — — E* STOMATfiN Se 

Eff«£ /mi >J>nNA ykvxtgaliga ij MEAIKHP12— 

And Solomon’s Song, iv. 11. 

?V» Ymnatp n:zsm noj 
- - vzn 

with Mofchus, Idyl. i. 9. 


a$u AAAHMA* 
as MEAT, <pasa. 


An 
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An Arabian Fabulift, enumerating the charms of* 
a confummate Beauty, hath ufed the indentical 
expreffion of our Author; but, probably, in an 
extended fenfe, ax 

— — — — from Her lip 
Nut words alone pleas’d Him. 

Page 103. my lenfes are dazzled with the ra¬ 
diance that beams from thy charms] or (to ex- 
prefs an idiom for which we have no fubftitute) 

- thy countenance , ravonnante DE beautes 

et de graces. Defcriptions of this kind are 
frequent in Arabian Writers ; thus, Tarafa : 

“ Her face appears to be wrapped in a veil of* 
fun beams.” 

And," in the Arabian Nights: “ Schemfelnihar 
came forward amongft her attendants with a ma- 
jefty refembling the fun amidft the cloudsj; which 
receive his fplendour, without concealing his 
Juftre.”—To account for this compliment in the 
mouth of Bababalouk, we fhould remember, tha% 
he was, ex officio, elegans formarxjm Spec¬ 
tator. 

Page 104. Melodious Philomel, I am thy rofe] 
The paffion of the Nightingale for the Rose 
is celebrated over all the Eaft. Thus, Mefihi, as 
tranflated by Sir W. Jones: 


Come, 
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Come, charming maid, and hear thy poet ling, 

Thyfelf the ROSE, and he the BIRD of SPRING: 
Love bids him fing, and Love will be obey’d. 

Be gay: too foon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

Page 105. oil fpilt, in breaking the lamps] It 
appears from Thevenot, that illuminations were 
ufual on the arrival of a ftranger, and he men¬ 
tions, on an occafion of this fort, two hundred 
lamps being lighted. The quantity of oil, there¬ 
fore, fpilt by Bababalouk, may be ealily accounted 
for, from this cuftom. 

-reclining on down] See Lady M. W. 

Montagu. Let. xxvi. 

Page X07. Calenders] Thefe were a fort of men 
amongft the Mahometans, who abandoned father 
and mother, wife and children, relations and pof- 
feffions, to wander through the world, under a 
pretence of religion, entirely fubfifting on the for¬ 
tuitous bounty qf thofe they had the addrefs to 
dupe. Herbelot, Suppl. p. 204. 

—— Santons] A body of religionifts who 
were alfo called Abdals , and pretended to be in- 
fpired with the moft enthufiaftic raptures of divine 
love. They were regarded by the vulgar, as 

SAINTS, 
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saints. Olearius, Tom. I. p. 971. Herbelot* 
P- 5 * 


Page 107. Derviches] The tenn Dervich fig- 
nifies a poor-man, and is the general appellation by 
which a religious amongft the Mahometans is 
named i There are, however, difcriminations that 
diftinguifh this clafs from the others already men¬ 
tioned. They are bound by no vow of poverty, 
they abflained not from marriage, and, whenever 
difpofed, they may relinquifh both their blue 
fhirt and profeffion. Herbelot, Suppl. 214. 

It is obfervable that thefe different orders, 
though not eftablilhed till the reign of Nailer al 
Samani, are notwithftanding mentioned by our 
Author as coeval with Yathek, and by the author 
of the Arabian Nights, as exifting in the days of 
Haroun al Rafchid : fo that the Arabian fabulifts 
appear as inattentive to chronological exa&nefs in 
points of this fort, as our immortal Dramatift 
himfelf. 

— Bram.ins] Thefe conftituted the principal 
call of the Indians, according to whofe doftrine 
Brahma, from whom they are called, is the firfl 
of the three created beings, by whom the world 
was made. This Brahma is faid to have com¬ 
municated 
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fnunicated to tHc Indians four books, in which 
all the fciences and ceremonies of their religion 
.are comprized*,. The word Brahma, in the In¬ 
dian language, jSgnifies pervading all things. The 
Bramins lead a life of moft rigid abftinence, re- 
•fraining not only from the ufe, but even the 
touch, of animal food ; and are equally, exem¬ 
plary for their, contempt of pleafures, and devotion 
to philofophy and religion. Herbelot, p. 21a. 
Bruckeri Hift. Philofoph. tom. I. p. 194. 

Page 167. Faquirs] This feft were a kind of 
religious anchorets, who fpent their whole lives 
in the fevereft aufterities and mortification. It is 
almoft impoffible for the imagination to form an 
extravagance that has not been praftifed by fome 
of them, to torment themfelves. , As their reputa¬ 
tion for fanftity rifes in proportion to their fuf- 
ferings, thofe amongft them are reverenced the 
moft, who are moft ingenious in the invention of 
tortures, and perfevering in enduring them. Hence 
fbme have perfifted in fitting or {landing for years 
together in one unvaried pofture; fupporting an 
almoft intolerable burden; dragging the moft 
cumbrous chains ; expofirig their naked bodies 
to the fcorching fun; and hanging With the head 
downward before th'e fierceft fires. Relig. Ce- 
remon. vol. III. p, 264; &c. White’s Sermons, 
p. 504. 


U 


Page 
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Page 108. fome that cheriflicd vennin} In this 
attachment they were notfingulac, The Emperor 
Julian not only difcovered the fame partiality, but 
celebrated, with vifible complacency, the fhaggy 
and populous beard, which he fondly cherifhed ; 
and even “ The Hiftorian of the Roman Em¬ 
pire,” affirms “ that the little animal is a beaft fa¬ 
miliar to man, and figoifies love.” Vol. II. p. 343. 

Page 108. Viftnow and Ixhora] Two deities 
of the Eaft Indians, concerning whofe hiftory 
and adventures more nonfenfe is related than can 
be found in the whole compafs of mythology be- 
lides. The traditions of their votaries are, no 
doubt, allegorical; but without a key to difclofe 
their myftick import, they are little better than 
fenfelefs jargon. 

Page 109. Talapoins} This order, which 
abounds in Siam, Laos, Pegu, and other coun¬ 
tries, confifts of different clafles, and both fexes, 
but chiefly of men. Relig. Ceremon. vol. IV. 
p. 62, &c. 

—— Objefls of pity were fure to fwarm around 
laimj Ludeke mentions the pra&ice of bringing 
thofe who were fuffering under any calamity, or 
had loft the ufe of their limbs, &c. into publick, 
for the purpofe of exciting compaffion. On an 

octaflon. 
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cccafiori, therefore, of this fort, when Fakreddin, 
like a piods Mufiuhrian, was publickly to diftri- 
bute his alms, and the Commander of the faith¬ 
ful to make his appeafarice, fuch an aflemblage 
might tfrell be expected. 

The Eafterii cuttom of regaiilig a convention of 
this kind, is of great antiquity, as is evident from 
the parable of the King, in the Gofpels, who eh* 
tertained the maimed, the lame, and the blind ; 
nor was it difcontinued, when Dn Pococke vi- 
iited the Eaft. Yol. I. p. 182. 

Page HO; horns of ah exquifite polilh] Ja¬ 
cinto Polo de Medina, in one of his epigrams, 
has as unexpe£led a turn on the fame topick : 

CavanSo un fepulcro un hombre 
Saco largo , corvo y gruefo, 

Entre otros muchos, un huefo, 

Que tiene cuerno por llofnbre : 

Volvioto al fepulcro al punto ! 

Y viendolo un cbrtefano. 

Dijo: bien haceis, hermano, 

Que es hutfo de efe defunto. 

. — fmall plates of abominations] The Korah 

hath eftablilhed feveral diftinftions relative to dif¬ 
ferent kinds of food ; and many Mahometans are 
fo fcrupulous as hot to touch the flelh of any 
animal over which, in the article of death, the 
U a butcher 
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butcher had omitted to pronounce the Bifmillah. 
Relig. Cerem. vol. VII. p. iio. 

Page in. fifh, which they drew from a river] 
According to Le Bruyn, the Oriental method of 
filhing with a line, is by winding it round the 
finger, and when the filherman feels that the bait 
is taken, he draws In the firing with alternate 
hands : in this way, he adds, a good difh of filh 
is foon caught. Tom. I. p. 564. It appears 
from a circumfiance related by Galand, that 
Vathek was fond of this amufement. Herbelof, 
Suppl. p. 210. 

-Sinai] This mountain Is deemed by Ma¬ 
hometans the nobleft of all others, and even re¬ 
garded with the higheft veneration, becaufe the 
divine law was promulgated from It. Herbelot, 
p. 812. 

Page 112. Peries] The word Peri, in the Per- 
fian language, fignifies that beautiful race of crea¬ 
tures which conftitutes the link between angels 
and men. The Arabians call them Ginn, or Ge¬ 
nii, and we (from the Perfian, perhaps) Fae¬ 
ries : at leaft, the Peries of the Perfian Romance 
correfpond to that imaginary clafs of beings in 
our poetical fyftem. The Italians denominate 
them Fata, in allufion to their power of charming 

and 
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and inchanting; thus the Manta fatidtca of Virgil 
is rendered in Orlando, La Fata Manto. The term 
Ginn being common to both Peries and Dives, 
fome have erroneoufly fancied that the Peries were 
female Dives. This appellation, however, ferved 
only to difcriminate their common nature from 
the angelick and human, without refpeft to their 
qualities, moral or perfonal. Thus, the Dives 
are hideous and wicked, whilft the Peries are 
beautiful and good. Amongft the Periian Poets, 
the beauty of the Peries is proverbial: infomuch 
that a woman fuperlatively handfome, is ftyled 
by them, the offspring of a Peri. 

.Page 113. Butterflies of Cachemire] The fame 
infefts are celebrated in an unpublilhed poem of 
Mefihi; another of the MSS. mentioned in the 
Preface. Sir Antony Shirlie relates, that it was 
cuftomary in Perfia “ to hawke after butterflies 
with fparrows, made to that ufe, and flares.”—It 
is, perhaps, to this amufement that oyr Apthor 
alludes, in the context. 

-1 had rather that his teeth fhould mif- 

chievoufly prefs my finger] Thefe modes morjtun- 
cube remind one of Lefbia and her fparrow : 

Pafler deliciae meae puellae, 

Quicura ludere, quem in finu tenerp, 

Quoi prirjium digitum dare adpetenti, 

Et acres folet incitare morfus. 

U 3 


In 
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In the, S,tory of the fleeper awakened (which the 
Indu£|ion to the Taming of the Shrew greatly 
rcfembles.) Ahon Haffan thus addrefles the lady 
that was brought him:—“ Come hither^ fair 
one, and bite the end of My finger *, that I 
may feel whether I. am afleep or awake.” Arab, 
blights, yol. III. p, 137.—-Lady Percy, with all 
the fonduefs of infinuation, pra&ifes on her way¬ 
ward Hotfpur, a blandishment, fimilar to that 
here inftanced hy Nouronihar : 

Come, come, you paraquitO| anfwer me 
Direflly to this cjueltion that I aik. 

In faith, I'll break t$y little finger, Harry, 

An if thou wilt not tell me all things true. 

Page 116. Megnoun and Leileh} Thefe per?, 
fonages are efteerned amongft the Arabians as the 
moft beautiful, chafte, and impaffioned of lovers ; 
and their amours have been celebrated with all 
the charms of verfe in every Oriental language. 
The Mahometans regard them, and the poetical 
{■ecords of their Jove, in the fame light as the 
Bridegroom and Spoufe, and the Song of Songs 
are regarded by the. Jews. Herbplot, p. 573. 

— They hill detained him in the Harem] 
Noureddin, who w^s as old as Gulchenrouz, had 

^ AM,’ ETTi 7.IX?£0V twv, «Xgoy luxlv\vt TlmlaSaKVU, 

Hqmer. Bapsch. v. 4;. 

a fimilar 
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a fimilar indulgence of referring to the Harem, 
and no lefs availed himfelf of it. Arab. Nights, 
vol. III. pp. 9, io. 

Page u 6. dart the lance in the chace] Throw¬ 
ing the lance was a favourite paftime with the 
young Arabians; and fo expert were they in this 
practice, (which prepared them for tl\je confli&s, 
both of the chace and of war) that they could bear 
off a ring on the points of their javelins. Richard- 
fon’s Differtat. p. 198, 281. 

Though the ancients had various methods of 
hunting, yet the two which chiefly prevailed, were 
thofe deferred by Virgil*, 

and 


* Bum trepidant AL M, faltufque indagine cingunr. 

jEn. IV. 1 a 1. 

Notwithftanding the explanations of ALA, which have 
been given by Servius, Burn]an, and others, there can 
fcarce be a doubt, but that Virgil refered to the cuftom of 
fearing Deer into holts, with feathers fattened on lines : a 
praftice fo efficdtual to the purpofe, that Linnaeus charac¬ 
terized the Dama or Fallow-Deejr, from it :—arcetur filo ko- 
rizontali. The fame ftratagem is mentioned in the Geor- 
gicks (III. 371). 

Punice^ve agitant pavidos formidine pinn-E: 
and, again, in the ASneid (XII, 749) 

Inclufum veluti fi quando flumine naftus 
Cervum, aut pufucE.*: feptum foimidiue pinnae. 

U 4 It 
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and alluded to by Solomon*, Prov. VII. 22. 


Page 1 j6. nor curb the Heeds] Though Gul- 
chenrouz was too young to excel in horfeman- 

Ihip, 

It is obfervable,. however, that the Poet, in thefe in* 
fiances, hath ftudioufly varied his mode of expreffion, The 
Sportfmen of Italy ufed pinion, feathers, which, the better to 
anfwer their' piirpofe, they dyed of a LYBIAN RED 1 ; 
but, as Africa abounded in birds, whofe •wings were im¬ 
pregnated with the fpontaneous and glojjy tinBure of nature , 
fuch an expedient in that country muft have been nepdlefs. 
If we advert then to the fcene of Dido’s chace, the reafon 
will be obvious why. Virgil omitted puniceje, and for 
FINN2E, fubftituted alae. 

There is a palTage in Nemefianus which will at once con¬ 
firm the interpretation here given^ and illuftrate the judge¬ 
ment of the Poet, in the choice of his terms': 

Ilinc [fc. ex Africa] mage funiceas nativo munere 
fumes: 

Jtfamque illip fine fine, greges florentibus ALI^. 

Invenies avium, fuavique rcbescere luto. 

Cynegeticon, v. 317. 

* The wide region of conjeftural emendation cannot pro¬ 
duce a happier inftance of critical fkill than was difeovered 
by that accurate and judjeious feholar, the late Dr. Hunt * ; 
who, when the fenfe of the pafifage referred to, had, for 
ages, been loft, fagacioufly reftored it, by curtailing a let¬ 
ter. Proverbs vii, 22. 

As 

» LYEICE fucantur SANDYCE PINNjE. 

Grata Oyneg, v. 86» 

* The eorreflian with the context is this: 

22. He goeth after her firaightway, 

As an ox goeth to the daughter j 
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fhip, it neverthelefs was. an effential accomplifli- 
xnent amongft the Arabians. Hence the boaft of 
Amriolkais : 

“ Often 

As an hart houndeth into the toils, till 

a dart ftrike through his liver— 

When the game driven together,' were either circum¬ 
vented, as defcribed by Virgil; or enfnared by the foot 
(ooitreoSi) as alluded to by Solomon, the hunters difpatched 
them with their MISSILE WEAPONS. Thus Xenophon, 
(as cited in Dr. Hunt’a Differtation) X?i ” rev —rev fx.iv n 

ttggitv fxq w^orizvai eyfuf' to if yog xt-uct ureter, sre i rot; zoo rev* unoStt tty 

akontizein. When the animal is thus caught ; you mujl not, if it 
he a male, advance within his reach -,far they are apt to ftrike 
•with their horns and their heels ; it will be proper therefore to 
pierce him at a diflance. 

23. Or as an hart boundeth into the toils, 

'Till a dart ftrike through his liver: 

34. As a bird haftethtothe fnare, 

And knoweth not that it is for his life. 

Dr, Jubb well imagined (though he hath ill rendered ' n the 

lift verfe, Irritivit ilium) that the heedlefs hade of the bird 
towards the fnare, might be caufed by the lure of a female’s call ; 
and adduced from Oppian, an appoficc example : 

’ll; St tz; oiutytlerl ptogcv 3 eXoev 7 « folrjwy 
©qArtav Setjxtoin xttlax^Jlzlez Xuozozril 
Ogvtv, ofXDyXwffssto ffwifATrvfoy vdaltt Snow' 

*H St Xiya £ov 9 cv ol S' ai:v?r; 

n«v 7 ff rvrrswig^tofl-i, a*, rg fSgotwv aylov Uvlat 
ivsTr.jVi «raf»viWx®'*1't tws;, 

Halieut. IV. no. 

As when the Fowler to the fields reforts, 

Ifis cag’d domeftic partner of his fports 


Behind 
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“Often have I rife.ii at early dawn, while-the 
birds were yet in their nefts, and mounted a 
hunter with fmooth fhort hair, of a full height; 
and fo fleet as to make captive tire beafts of the 
foreft} 

Ready in turning,, quick, ip purfuing, bold ip 
advancing, firm in backing; and performing the 
whole with the ftrength and fwiftnefs of a vaft 
rock, which a torrent has pufhed from its lofty 
bafe; 

A bright bay fteed, from whofe polilbed back 
the trappings Aide, as drops of rain Aide liaftily 
down the Aippery marble. 

*-*-#*. 

He makes the light youth Aide from his feat, 
and violently Aiakes the lkirts of a heavier and 
more ftubborn rider.” Moallakat, p. 10. 

The Aud of F'akreddin conAfted, no doubt, 
of as noble a breed; though fprung neither front 

Behind fome fhade-proje&ing bulh he lays, 

And wreaths the wiry cell with blooming fprays. 

The pretty captive to the groves around 
Warbles her pra&is’d care-deluding found. 

The attentive flocks purfue with raviih’d ear 
The female mufic of the feather’d fair, 

Forget to fee, and rufti upon the fnare. 

Jones. 

“ the 
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“ the mighty Tartar hprfe”, (whofe gigantick 
yider was {lain by Codadad) nor, the fize of Cla- 
vileno and “ and the wonderous horfe of brafs.” 
Milton’s allufipn to the lajl, having occasioned 
much fruitlefs inquiry concerning his pedigree *, 
it fhall here be made out, with that of his 
brother. 

The principal qualities The particulars of Cla- 
pf ‘•‘the Horse o/Bvl ass,” vileno are—that he was 
Were—that he was brought the production of an in- 
before the Tartar King, chanter:—was capable of 
after the third courfe of a riling into the air with the 
feaft, which was folem* velocity of an arrow, and 
nized at the commence- carrying his rider to any 
jnent of Spring that he diftance : was put into mo- 
was able, within the com- tion. by the turning of a 
pafs of a natural day, to pin on his neck; and di¬ 
carry his rider wherever refted in his courfe by 
he might choofe: —that he another in his forehead:— 
could mount into the air, that he fleeted fo fteadily 
as high as an eagle, and through the air as not to 
with as equable and eafy Ipill a drop from a cup 
amotion:—that by turn- full of water in the hand 
ing of 

* “ Among the MSS. at Oriel College in Oxford, is an 
old Latin treatife entitled Fabula de aeneo caballo. 
Here I imagined I had difcovered the origin of Chaucer’s 
Squier’s Tale, fo replete with marvellous imagery, and 
evidently an Arabian flftion of the middle ages. But I was 
flifappointed; for on examination, it appeared to have not 
even a diftant connexion with Chaucer’s ftory. I mention 
this, that others, on feeing fuch a title in the Catalogue, 
might not be flattered with fpecious expefiations of fo cu- 
rious a difcpvery, and milled like myfelf by a fruitlefs in¬ 
quiry.” Warton’s edit, of Milton’s Poems, p. S2. 
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ing one pin, fixed in his of his rider:—that, being 
ear, his courfe might be lent by his owner, Pierres 
direfted to a defined Ipot, made a long voyage upon 
and, by means of another, him, and brought of ‘he 
he might be made to a- fair Magalona, w ho ai j .t- 
light, or return to the place ed to become a queen: — 
from whence he fet out, that Don Quixote, when 

high in the air, knew not 
the management of the 
pin, to prevent his riling: 
and, that he, at laft, va- 
nfflied amidfl: rockets and 
crackers. 

The refemhlances here fpecified are evidently 
too ftrong to have relult*d from accident; and 
it will appear on further enquiry, that “ the In- 
chanted Horse,” in the Arabian Nights, 
was not only poflefled of thofe qualities which 
were common to them both, hut alfo of ftich as 
were peculiar to each. Thus, 

He was prefented to the King of Perfia at the 
clofe of a feftival, which was celebrated on the 
opening of Spring:—could tranfport his, rider, 
and in the fpace of a day, wherever he lifted :-r? 
moved fo fmoothly as to caufe no fhock, even on 
his corning to the ground :—could foar beyond 
the ken of every beholder :—might be guided by 
turning a pin in the hollow of his neck, to any 
point his rider fhould choofe; and by means of 
another behind his right ear, be made to defcend, 

or 
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or return whence he came :—was the produ&ion 
of 1 an inchanter pafled through the air with the 
fpeed of an arrow :—having been lent by his 
owner to Firouz Schah, carried him a con- 
liderable diftance, and brought back behind him 
the Princefs. of Bengal, to whom the Prince was 
afterwards married:—that Firouz Schah, when 
high in the air, was unable to manage the pin, 
fo as to prevent him from riling :—and, finally, 
that he made his laft exit in an explolion of fire¬ 
works and fmoke *. 

Page 116. the bow, however, he drew with a 
certain aim] This, as well as the other accomplilh- 
ments mentioned before, was a conftituent part 
of an Eaftern education. Thus, in the ftory of 
the Sifters, who envied their Sifter:—“ When 
the Princes were learning to mount the managed 
horfe and to ride, the Princefs could not permit 
them to have that advantage over her, but went 
through all their exercifes with them, learning 
TO RIDE THE GREAT HORSE, DART THE J A- 

* It may not be impertinent to fubjoin, on a kindred 
fubjeft, as no mention has been hitherto made of hm», that 
the Author of “ The Touchftone : or paradoxes brought to 
the tejt of a rigorous and fair examination, printed for Noon, 
1732,” appears to have been the Original Projector 
of failing through the air, in a boat appended to a ball. 

VELIN, 
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tELJN, AND BEND THE BOW.” Arab. Night'S, 

Vol. IV. p. 276. 

Page 117. the two brothers had mutually en¬ 
gaged their children to each other] Contracts of 
this nature were frequent amongft the Arabians. 
Another inftance occurs in the Story of Noured- 
din Ali and Benreddin Haffan. 

■ — Nouronihar loved her coufin, even 
more than her eyes] This mode of expreffion not 
only occurs in the Sacred Writers, but alfo in the 
Greek and Roman. Thus, Mofchus: 

Tot jutv iTu TIEZK.ON ISON <J>AEE2£IN ElWOIXIN. 
and Catullus : 

Quern PLUS ilia QCULTS SUIS AMABAT. 

■ the fame long, languifhing looks] Sd 
Ariofto : 

— —» negri occhi, —* —-— 

PlETOSt A RtGUARDARE, a mover farchi. 

The lines which follow, from Shakfpeare and 
Spenfer, may ferve as a comment, upon the brief 
but beautiful defcription of our Author. 

Winter’s Tale; 

— — — —-never gaz^d the moon' 

Upon the water, as he ’ll stand, and reabV 
As ’twere, my Daughter’s eyes. 

faerie 

z 
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’Faerie Queen * • 

•— — — — Her eyes, fweet fmiiing in delight, 
'Moyftened their fierie beames, with which flic thiild 
Traile hearts, yet ipjctoched not; like ftarry light. 
Which ■fparkling on the ftlent waves does feeme more 
bright. 

Page 117. with all the bafhfulnefs of a fa^n] 
The Fawn, as better known, is here fubftituted for 
the Gazal of the Arabians, an animal uncom¬ 
monly beautiful and fiiy. 

--take refuge in the arms of Nouronihaaf] 

Ample fcope is here left to the imagination of 
the reader, and Taflb will affift him to fill up the 
picture. 

Sovra iui pende: ed ei nel grembo molte 
Le pofa il capo, e’l volto al voko attolle. 

La Geruf. XVI. 18. 


Page 118. Slradukiam and Ambreabad] Thefe 
were two cities of the Peries, in the imaginary re¬ 
gie^ of Ginniftan ; the former fignifies pteafure and 
dejire, the latter the city of Ambergris. See Rich- 
ardfon’s Differtat. p. 169. 

* Spenfer feems to have copied this fimile from Taflfo: 
Qual raggio m onda, le fcintilla un lifo 
Negli umidi bcchi treroulo e lafeivo. 

Page 
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Page 1x8. young girls drawing cool water fromtlre 
ftreams below] The office of fetching water in the 
Eafi belongs to women, and, particularly, to “young 
•women that are Jingle .” The cool of the evening 
was the feafon to procure a fupply for the mor¬ 
row. This cuftom is of great antiquity. An in- 
ftance of it occurs in the writings of Mofes, and 
in Homer not unfrequently. Shaw’s Travels, p. 
241. Chardin’s MS. (cited by Harmer) Gen. 
xxiv. 15. 45. Odyff. xx. 154. x. ioj;. vli. 20. 

Page 121. a fpoon of Cocknos] The Cocknos is a 
bird whofe beak is much elleemed for its beautiful 
polifh, and fometimes ufed as a fpoon. Thus, in the 
Hiftory of Atalmulck and Zelica Begum, it was em¬ 
ployed for a fimilar purpofe:—“ Zelica having called 
for refrefhment, fix old flaves inftantly brought in, 
and diftributed Mahrantas ; and then ferved about 
in a great bafon of Martabam, a fallad made of 
herbs of various kinds, citron juice , and the pith of 
cucumbers . They ferved it firft to the Princefs in 
a Cocknos’ beak : fhe took a beak of the fallad, 
eat it, and gave another to the next Have that fat 
by her on her right hand; which Have did as her 
miftrefs had done.” 

Page 124. Gouls] Goul, ©r Ghul, in Arabick, fig- 
nifies any terrifying objeft, which deprives people 
of the ufe of their fenfes. Hence it became the ap¬ 
pellative 
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pellattve of that fpecies of monitor which was fup- 
pofed to haunt forefts, cemeteries, and other lonely 
places; and believed not only to tear in pieces the 
living, but to dig up and devour the dead. Ri- 
chardfon’s Difiert. p. 174. 274. 

That kind of infanity called by the Arabians, 
Kutrub [a Word fignifying not only a wolf, but, 
likewife, a male Goul ] which incites fuch as are 
afflifted with it, to roam howling amidli thofe 
melancholy haunts; may call fome light on the 
nature of the po(Teffion recorded by St. Mark* 
fch. v. 1. &c; 


Page 126. Feathers of the heron, fparkling with 
tarbuncles] Panaches of this kind are amongft the 
attributes of Eaftern royalty. Tales of Inatulla, 
Vol. II. p. 205. 

Page 127. whofe eyes pervade the inmoft foul 
Of a female] The original, in this inftance, as in 
the others already noticed, is more analagous to 
the French, than the Englifh idiom:— dont Toe'll 
penetre jufqu'a la m'Oelle des jcUnes files. 

- the carbuncle of Giamfchid] This migh¬ 
ty Potentate was the fourth foverelgn of the dy- 
nafty of the Pifchadians, and brother, or ne¬ 
phew, to Tahamurath. His proper name was 
X Giamj 
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Giant or Gem, and Schid, which in the language 
of the ancient Perfians denominated the Sun : an 
addition, afcribed by fome to the majefty of 
/his perfon, and by others to the fplendor of his 
adtions. 

One of the ffioft magnificent monuments of 
his reign was the city of Iftakhar, of which Ta- 
hamurath had laid the foundations. This city, 
at prefent called Gib'd-, or Tchil-minar, from the 
forty columns reared in it by Homai, or (accord¬ 
ing to our Author and others *) Soliman Ben 
Daoud, was known to the Greeks, by the name of 
Perfepolis: and there is ftill extant in the Eafl a 
tradition, that, when Alexander burnt the edifices 
of the Perfian Kings, feven ftupendous flruftures 
of Giamfchid were confumed with his palace. 

This Prince, after having fubjefted to his Em¬ 
pire feven vaft provinces of Upper Alia, and en¬ 
joyed in peace a long reign (which fome authors 
have protrafted to feven hundred years) be¬ 
came intoxicated with his greatnefs, and, foolilhly 
fancying it would have no end, arrogated to him- 
felf divine honours. But, the Almighty raifed 
up, .even in his own houfe, a terrible inftrument 
to abafe his pride > by whom he was eafily Over¬ 
come, and driven into exile. 

* Examen Critique des Antiens Hiftoriens d’Alexandre 
le Grand, p. iff? . 


The 
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^The author of Giame al tavatikh, mentions the 
tup, or concave mirror of Giamfchid, formed df 
a gem, and called the cUp of the sun. To this 
Veffel the Perfian Poets often refer, and allego¬ 
rize it in different ways. They attribute to it the 
property of exhibiting every thing in the compafs 
of nature, and even lome things that are preter¬ 
natural. The gem it confided of, appears to be 
the carbuncle or oriental ruby ; which, from 
its refemblance to a burning coal, and the fplen- 
dor it was fuppofed to emit in the datk, was 
called Schebgerag , or the torch of the night. Ac - 
hording to Strabo, it obtained its high eftiniation 
amongft the Perfians, who were worlhipers of 
fire, from its igneous qualities-, and, perhaps, 
ihofe VIRTUES, for which it hath been ftyled 
“ the firft of (tones.’* 

Milton had a learned retrolpedt to its fabulous 
powers, in defcribing the Old Serpent : 

— — — — — j,j s ( lea( j 

Prefted aloft, and CARBUNCLE his eyes— 

Herbelot, p. 395 , 392 , 7 g 0j & c , 
Brighre on Melancholic, p. 3*1. 

Paradifc Loft, lX. 4 99 . 

fage 157. the torches Wefe extiiiguilhed] From 
the emblems of royalty in the vifion, and the 
clofing declaration of the Iaft voice, it is evident, 
X 2 that 
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that thefe torches, awpstefe? anti ton ntm4>ik..on ! 
ts aaimonos vters lighted by the Divn, 

to prognojlicate * the dejlined Onion ; of which; 
the water in the hath was a further <j -Thus, 
La&antius : A veteribus inftitutum eft, ut fa- 
cramento IGNIS et AQILE NUPTIARUM 
feedera Janciantur , quod foetus animantium ca- 
lore et huraore coTporentur atque animentur ad 
vitam. Unde AQUA et IGNE uxorem accipere' 
dicitur. [Ovid. Faft. IV. 792. Var. de ling. Lat. 
IV. 10. Serv. ad Virg. ^En. IV. 167.] 

Of the union here prefigured, the fequel will 
allow to be added : 

Non Hymenaeus adeft illi, non Gratia le£to; 
Eumenides tenuere FACES, de FUNERE RAPTAS*f: 
Eumenides ftravere TORUM—4. 

Page 127. file clapped her hands] This was* 
the ordinary method in the Eaft of calling the at¬ 
tendants in waiting. See Arabian Nights, vol. I. 
p. 5, 106, 193, &c. 

Page 128. Whence got you falfe keys ?—come ; 
to your chamber !—I will fhut you up in the 
double tower] It was the office of Sliaban, as 1 
Chief Eunuch, to keep the key of the Ladies’ 

* MIHI DEDUCTS FAX OMEN PRJETUL 1 T— 

Propert. IV. iii. 13. 

See the Hiflsry of Vathek, p. 148, 165. 


apart* 
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apartment. In the Story of Ganem, Harouq al 
Rafchid commands Mefrour, the Chief of the 
Eunuchs, “ to take the perfidious Fetnah, and 
/hut her up in the dark iorwer .”—That tower was 
within the inclofure of the palace, and commonly 
ferved as a prifon for the favourites who might 
chance to difguft tire Caliph. 

Page 129. fet him upon his fhoulders] The fame 
■mode of carrying boys is noted by Sandys; and 
Ludeke has a palfage ftill more to the purpofe : 
Liberos dominorum fuorum grandiusculos 
ita humeris portant fervi, ut illi lacertis fuis 
horum collum, pedibus vero latera ampleftantur, 
ficque illorum facies fuper horum caput emineat. 
Expofitio Brevis, p. 37. 

-his cheeks became the colour of the 

bloflom of the pomegranate] The model! blulh 
of an ingenuous youth (which a Grecian Lady of 
admired tafte averred to be the fine!! colour in na¬ 
ture) is denominated by the Arabians from this 
very flower.—Solomon, in his exquifite Idyllium, 
hath adopted the fame companion : ch. IV. v. 3. 

inpi vmn nfao t hy Cheers are like the 
OPENING BLOOM * of the Pomegranate. 

But, 

* Simon interprets by eruptio floris, & Guarini by 

kalauftium ; fenfes, which the following paffage from Pliny 
X 3 will 
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But, a more appofite ufe of this fimilitude oc¬ 
curs in an Ode by a Poet of Damafcus : 

“ The blossom of the pomegranate brings 
back to my mind the blushes of my beloved, 
■when her cheeks are coloured with a MO¬ 
DEST RESENTMENT.” 

Page 131. as her hands evince] When females 
in the Eaft are betrothed, their palms and fingers 
are tinged of a crimfon colour, with the herb 
hinnah. This is -called the crimfon of confent. 
Tales of Inatulla, vol. II. p. 13. 

will fupport:— Primus pomi hujus partus flore 
IkciPIENT15, Cyttnus vocatur Greets — . In hoc ipfo cy- 
tino flosculi funt, antequam fcilicet malum ipfum pro- 
deat, ERUMPENTES, quos BALAUST 1 UM vocari diximus. 
Nat. Hift. Lib. XXI 1 L 59, 60. [According to Diofcorides, 
I. 132, the balatiJHum was the bloflom of the <ivild, and the ' 
citynus of the cultivated, pomegranate.] 

Dr. Durell, juftly dilTatisfied with the verftons before 
hinj, hath rendered the hemiftich thus : iby cheeks are 
like a piece of pomegranate —and adds: “ The Cheeks are 
compared to a piece of this fruit, becaufe the Pomegranate, 
when whole, is of a dull colour; but, when cut up, of a 
lively beautiful vermilion.”—But, if this interpretation 
and reafoning be allowed, Solomon was lefs pat at a fimile 
than Sancho : for, whether the cheeks of a blooming bride 
—or the inwards of a man, “ juft cleft from noddle down 
to nock”—be more like a fplit pomegranate P “ let the foreft 
judge.” Durell’s Critical Remarks, p. 193. Don Quixote, 
tom. HI. p. 282. 

3 Pa S c 
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Page 131. violate the rights of hofpitality] So 
high an idea of thefe rights prevails amongft the 
Arabians, that a bread and fait traitor is the molt 
opprobrious inveftive with which one perfon can 
reproach another. Richardfon’s Diflert. p, 219. 
See alfo the Story of Ali Baba and the forty thieves, 
in the Arabian Nights, vol. IV. p. 166. 

Page 133. narcotick powder] A drug of the fame 
quality, mixed in lemonade, is given to Zobeide, 
in the ftory of Ganenj, 

Page 136. funeral veftments were prepared; 
their bodies walhed, &c.] The rites here prae- 
tifed, had obtained from the earlieft ages. Moft 
of them may be found in Homer and the other 
Poets of Greece. Lucian defcribes the dead, in 
his time, as walhed, perfumed, veiled, and crown¬ 
ed, apaiois *v 9 s trit, with the flowers molt in feafon; 
or, according to other writers, thole in particular 
which the deceafed were -wont to prefer.—The 
elegant Editor of the Ruins of Palmyra mentions 
the fragments of a mummy found there, the hair 
of which was plaited exaftly in the manner as 
worn at prefent by the women of Arabia. 

- The burial drefs from the days of Homer 

hath been commonly white, and amongft Ma- 
X 4 hometans 
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hometans is made without a feam, that it may 
not impede the ceremonial of kneeling in the 
grave, when the dead perfon undergoes exami¬ 
nation. Homer, Euripides, &c. paffim. Lu¬ 
cian, tom. II. p. 927. Pafchal de Coron. p. 225. 
Ruins of Palmyra, p. 22, 23. Iliad 2. 352. Re¬ 
jig. Cerem* vol. VII. p. 117. 

Page 137. all inftruments of mufick were, 
broken] Thus, in the Arabian Nights : “ Ha- 
youn A 1 Rafchid wept over Schemfelnihar, and, 
before he left the room, ordered “ all the mujical 
inftruments to.be broken'' Vol. II. p. 196. 

-- Imans began to recite their prayers] An 

Iman is the principal prieft of a mofque. It was 
the office of the Imans to precede the bier, pray¬ 
ing as the proceffion moved on. Relig. Cetem, 
yol. VII. p. 117. 

-the wailful cries of La Ilah ilia Alla !} 

This exclamation, which contains the leading 
principle of Mahometan belief, and fignilies there 
is no God but God ; was commonly uttered under 
fome violent emotion of mind. The Spaniards 
adopted it from their Moorifh neighbours, and 
Cervantes hathufed it in Don Quixote :—En efto 
llegaron corriendo con grita, L 1 LILIES [literally 
profefflons oj faith in Alla ] y algazara los de las li- 

breas. 
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•breas, adonde Don Quixote fufpenfo y atbnito 
eftava. Parte Segunda. cap. LXI. tom. IV. p, 241, 

The fame expreffion is fometimes written by 
the Spaniards, Lilaila, and Hila hilahaila. 

Page 141. The Angel of death had opened the 
portal of fome other world] The name of this 
exterminating angel is /Israel, and his office is to 
conduft the dead to the abode affigned them; 
which is faid by fome to be near the place of their 
interment. Sale’s Prelim. Difc. p. 101. Hyde 
in notis ad Bobov, p. 19. R. Elias, in Tiffibi. 
Buxtorf Synag. Jud. & Lexic. Talmud, 

-Monker and Nakjr] Thefe are two black 

angels of a tremendous appearance, who examine 
the departed on the fubjeft of his faith : by whom, 
if he give not a fatisfaftory account, he is fure 
to be cudgelled with maces of red-hot iron, and 
tormented more varioufly than words can de- 
feribe. Relig. Ceremon. vol. YI 1 . p. 59, 68, 
?i8. vol V. p. 290. Sale’s Prelim. Difc. p. 101, 
and one of the MSS. fpecified in the Preface. 

-- the fatal bridge] This foridge, called ii\ 

Arabiek al Sir at, and faid to extend over the in- 
Ifrnal gulph, is reprefented as narrower than, a 

fpider’s 
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fpider’s web, and fharper than the edge of a fword. 
Though the attempt to crofs it be 

More full of peril, and advent’rous fpirit. 

Than to o’erwalk a current, roaring loud, 

On the unfleadfaft footing of a fpear j 

yet the paradife of Mahomet can be entered by n® 
other avenue. Tljofe indeed who have behaved 
well need not be alarmed; mixed charafters will 
find it difficult, but the wicked foon mifs their 
Handing, and plunge headlong into the abyfs. 
Focock in Port. tylof. p 282, &c. Milton ap¬ 
parently cppied fron) this well-known fittion, and 
not, as Dr. Warton conje&ured, from the Poet 
Sadi, his way 

Over the dark abyss, whofe boiling gulf 
Tamely endur’d a bridge of wond'rous length. 
Prom hell .continu'd, reaching the utmoft orb 
Of this frail world-. 

Page 141. A certain feries of years] According 
to the tradition from the Prophet, not lefs than 
nine hundred, nor mofe than Jeven thoufand. 

Page 142. the facred camel] It was an article 
of the Mahometan creed, that all animals would 
be raifed again, and fome of them admitted into 
paradife. The animal here mentioned, appears 
to have been one of thofe white-winged camels *, 

caparifoned 

* Tarafa, amongft other circumftances in the defcription 
of his camel, notices her “ buihy tail, which appears as if 

the 
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eaparifoned with gold, which Ali affirmed would 
be provided to convey the faithful. Relig. Cer. 
vol. VII. p. 70. Sale’s Prelim. Difc. p. 114. 
A 1 Jauheri. Ebno’l Athir, &c. 

Page 144. panniers] This fort of balket-work 
hath been long ufed in the Eaft, and confifts of the 
leaves of the date-bearing palm. Panniers of this 
texture are of great utility in conveying fruits, 
bread, &c. whilft heavier articles, or fuch as require 
a more compaft covering, are carried in bags of 
leather, or Ikin. Haflelquift’s Voyage, p. 261. 

- The Caliph prefented himfelf to the 

Emir in a new light] The propenfity of a vicious 
perfon, in affliction, to feek confolation from the 
ceremonies of religion, is an exquilite trait in the*; 
character of Vathek. 

Page 153. the waving of fans] Thefe fans con- 
lifted of the trains of peacocks or oftriches, whofe 
quills were fet in a long Item, fo as to imbricate the 
plumes in the gradations of their natural growth. 
Fans of this felhion were formerly ufed in Eng¬ 
land. That, here fubjoined, from a portrait of 
Elizabeth, was probably the fame noticed by Mr. 
Warton in the Sidney papers, as “ prefented to 

the two wings of a large white eagle were transfixed by an 
awl to the bone, and hung waving round both her fides.” 
Moallakat, p. 19. 


her 
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her for a new year’s gift, the handle of which 
was ftudded with diamonds.” 



To judge from the language of Burton f—“ if 
he get any remnant of her’s, a buflce-point, a fea¬ 
ther of her fame, a fhoo-tye, a lace”—] thefe 
fans foon after became common *. It was, how- 


* Some of them are here copied, of different forms. 



THE CALIPH VATHEX 


3 1 ? 


ever, to this kind that Milton alluded in a paflage 
of Paradife Loft, the collocation of which, though 
disjointed, through the miftake of his amanuenlis, 
may by tranfpofing a word be reftored : 

— — — — — — his Deep 
Was aery light, from pure digeftioa bred. 

And temperate rapours bland, which th’ only found- 
Of fuming rills, and leaves, Aurora’s FAN, 
Lightly difpers’d, and the Ihrill matin fong 
Of birds on ev’ry bough. 

Trees, whole branches are well covered with 
Leaves, may be, not improperly, ftyled fea¬ 
thering*; and, in the language of Milton, 
form the fan of Aurora; which, when waved 
by the breeze of the morning, occafions the ruff¬ 
ling that conftitutes a third in the complex found 
referred to. 

Page 154. wine hoarded up in bottles, priof 
to the birth of Mahomet] The prohibition of 
wine by the Prophet materially diminished its 
confumption, within the limits of his own do¬ 
minions, Hence a referve of it might be expefted, 
of the age here fpecified. The cuftom of hoard¬ 
ing wine was not unknown to the Perfians, though 
not fo often praftifed by them, as by the Greeks 
and the Romans. 

* Thus, Mr. Whafeley, the firll authority in the lan¬ 
guage of pifturefque defcription :■—“ Large BOUGHS 
FEATHERING down, often intercept the fight." 

5 “I pur- 
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“ I purchafe” (fays Lebeid) “ the old liquor, at 
a dear rate, in dark leathern bottles, long repojited ; 
or in calks black with pitch, whofe feals I break, 
and then fill the chearful goblet.” Moallakat, 
P- 53 - 

Page 154. excavated ovens in the rock]—as 
fubftitutes for the portable ovens, which were loft. 

Page 155. manchets prepared by Nouronihar] 
Herodotus mentions a Lady of equal rank, per¬ 
forming a fimilar office j —i h TYNH ru BASIAHOS 
uvh t % eitia atpi * and the cakes which 

Tamar made for Amnon, are well known. 

Page 157. whirled herfelf round in a magical 
manner] The Arabick verb (which correfponds 
to the Hebrew "IflD & "intP) is interpreted by 
Willmet [cindere f. Jecare in orbim : inde netio cir- 
eandi, mox gyrandi, et hint a motu verfatili Fafeinavit, 
incantavit—. An inflexion of the fame verb is 
beautifully applied, in the Koran, and by Hariri, 
to th efafcinating power of eloquence, [See alfo our 
Author, p. 67.] 

* Lib. VIII. p. 6B5, That Sihu is to be underfiood in 
the fenfe aboye given, is certain from what immediately 
follows. 


Page 
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Page 157. her great camel Alboufaki] There is 
ft Angular and laboured defeription of a camel in 
the Poem of Tarafa, but Alboufaki poflefled qua¬ 
lities appropriate to himfelf, and which rendered 
him but little lefs confpicuous than the deformed 
dun camel of dad. 

Page 159. to fet forward, notwithftanding it 
Was noon] The employment of wood-fellers was 
accounted of all others the moft toilfome ; as thoie 
occupied in it were compelled to forego that mid¬ 
day ceffation with which other labourers were in¬ 
dulged- Inatulla fpeaks proverbially of “ wood¬ 
men in the meridian hour, fcarce able to raife the 
arms of langour.” The Guides of Carathis be¬ 
ing of this occupation, file adroitly availed herfelf 
of it, to urge them forward, without allowing them 
that repofe during the mid-day fervour, which tra¬ 
vellers, in thefe climates, always enjoyed*, and 
which was deemed fo eflential to the prefervatioa 
of their health, 

Page 

* Pfalm XCI. 5. The explanatory iteration of the fub- 
fequent verfe, points out a congruity between the Hebrew 
Poet and Homer.—As the contagion amongft the Greeks 
produced by the exceflive heat of the fun, was aligned- in 
the Iliad to the arrows of the God of li L hi ; fo, the deftruc- 
tion that wafteth at noon, is attributed in the Pfalm to the 
ARROW tbatJUetb by day .—it lias been obferved by a No¬ 
bleman 



Page. t6o. the confines of fome cemetery] Place# 
of interment in the Eaft were commonly fituated 
in feenes of folitude. We rfead of one in the 
Hiftory of the firft Calender, abounding with fp 
many monuments, that four days were fucceflively 
fpent in it* without the inquirer being able to 
find the tomb he looked for :—arid, from the ftory 
of Ganem, it appears that the door of thefe ce¬ 
meteries were often ldft open. Arab. Nights, vol. 
I. p. 112. Vol. III. p. 135. 

Page 165. a Myrabolan comfit] The invention 
of this confeftion is attributed by M. Cardonne to 
Avicenna, but there is abundant reafori, exclufive 
of our Author’s authority, to fuppofe it of a 
much earlier origin. Both the Latins and Greeks 
were acquainted with the balfam, ahd the tree' 
that produced it was indigenous in various parts 
of Arabia. 

Page 167. blue fifhes] Fifhes of the fame co¬ 
lour, are mentioned in the Arabian Nights ; and,- 
like thefe, were endowed with the gift of fpeech. 

Page 170. nefts, ftill higher than the clouds j 
The metaphor of a neji for a fecure habitation 

bletnan of many accornplifhrfrents, that this verfe ihould b* 
added to the other paflages of Scripture, which have been* 
fioted in the Writings aferibed to Zoroafter. 


occur* 
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Occurs in thefacred Writings. Thus, Habakkuk : 
“Wo to him that coveteth an evil covetpufnefs 
to his houfe, that he may fet his NEST on high, 
that he may be delivered from the power of 
EVIL ; an d Obadiah though thou exalt thy- 
felf as the eagle, and though thou fet thy NEST 
among the fars, &c.—The Genius here mentioned 
feems to have been adopted from the Jewifh no¬ 
tion of Guardian Angels, to whom the fuperin- 
tendance of children is fuppofed to be committed; 
and to which our Saviour himfelf hath referred 
[Matt, xviii. 10] : whilft the original pofleffors of 
the NEST may be prefumed to have been, fome 
of thofe marvellous birds, fo frequently mentioned 
in Eaftern Romance. 

Page 170. waving ftreamers on which were in- 
fcribed the names of Alla and the Prophet] The 
pofition that “ there is no God but God, and 
Mahomet is his Prophet,” pervades every part of 
the Mahometan religion. Banners, like thofe 
here defcribed, are preferved in the feveral Mofques, 
and on the death of extraordinary perfons are 
borne before the bier in folemn ftate. Relig. 
Cerem, vol. VII. p. ug t 2Q> 

Page 172. Aftrolabes] The mention of the 
Aftiolabe may be deemed incompatible, at firft 
view, with chronological exa&nefs, as there is no 
Y inftance 
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inftance of any being conftru&ed by a Mufiulman, 
till after the time of Vathek. It may, however, 
be remarked, to go no higher, that Sinefius, 
bifhop of Ptolemais, invented one in the fifth 
century ; and that Carathis was not only herfelf 
a Greek, but alfo cultivated thofe fciences which 
the good Muffulmans of her time all held in ab- 
horrence. Bailly, Hift. de PAftronom. Moderne, 
tom. I. p. 563, 573. 

Page 176. on the banks of the ftream, hives 
and oratories] The bee is an infect held in high 
veneration amongft the Mahometans, it being 
pointed out in the Koran, “ for a fign unto the 
people that underftand ” The Santons, there¬ 
fore, who inhabit the fertile banks of Rocnabad, 
are not lefs famous for their hives than their ora¬ 
tories. Herbelot, p. 717. 

- Harbingers of the Imperial Proceffion 

began to proclaim] This circumstance of fending 
heralds to announce the approach of a fovereign, 
reminds us of i: the voice of one crying in the 
wildernefs.” 

P. 178. Sheiks, Cadis] Sheiks are the chiefs of 
the focieties of Derviches: Cadis are the ma- 
giftrates of a town or city. 


Page 
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Page 179. afies in bridles of ribband infcribed 
from the Koran] As the judges of Ifrael in an¬ 
cient days rode on white afies, fo amongft the 
Mahometans, thofe that affeft an extraordinary 
fanfiity, ufe the lame animal in preference to the 
horfe. Sir John Chardin obferved in various 
parts of the Eaft, that their reins, as here repre- 
fented, were of filk, with the name of God, or 
other infciptions upon them. Ludeke Expof. 
brevis, p. 49. Chardin’s MS. cited by Harmer. 

Page 181- one of thefe beneficent Genii afliim- 
ing the exterior of a Ihepherd, &c. began to pour 
from his flute, &c.] The flute was confidered as 
a Jacred inftrument, which Jacob and other holy 
shepherds had fanftified by ufing. Religious 
Cerem. vol. VII. p. 110. 

Page 182. involuntarily drawn towards the de¬ 
clivity of the hill] a fimilar inftance of attraftion 
may be feen in the ftory of Prince Ahmed and 
the Peri Paribanon. Arabian Nights, vol. IV. 
P- 243 - 

Page 183. Eblis] Herbelot fuppofes this title to 
have been a corruption of A>a$o\o{. It was the ap¬ 
pellation conferred by the Arabians upon the Prince 
of the Apoftate Angels, whom they reprefent as 
Y 2 exiled 
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exiled to the infernal regions, for refilling to wor- 
fhip Adam, at the command of the Supreme. 

Page 184 compensate for thy impieties by 
an exemplary life] It is an eftablilhed article of 
the Muflulman creed, that the adions of man¬ 
kind are all weighed in a vail unerring balance, 
and the future condition of the agents determined 
according to the preponderance of evil or good. 
This fi&ion, which leems to have been borrowed 
from the Jews, had probably its origin in the fi¬ 
gurative language of feripture. Thus, Pfalm 
LXII, 9. Surely men of low degree are vanity, 
and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the 
BALANCE, they are altogether lighter than vanity .—■ 
and, in Daniel, the fentence againft the king of 
Babylon, inferibed on the wall: Thou art weigh¬ 
ed in 'the balance, andfound wanting. 

Page 186. Balkis] This was the Arabian name 
of the Queen of Sheba, who went from the South 
to hear the wifilom and admire the glory of So¬ 
lomon. The Koran reprefents her as a worlhiper 
of fire. Solomon is faid not only to have enter¬ 
tained her with the greatell magnificence, but alfo 
to have raifed her to his bed and his throne. AI 
Koran, ch. XXVII. and Sale’s notes. Iferbelpt,' 
p. 182. 


Page 
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Pag* 188. Of an architecture unknown in the 
records of the earth—an immenfe palace, whofe 
walls Were embofled with various figures, &c.^J 
Thus, Pellegrino Gaudenzi, in his defeription of 
the palace of fin : 

Enorme pondoal fuolo, immenfa mole 
D’ afpri macigni incefta e negri marmi 
Per cui ferpeggian di fanguigna tinta 
Lugubri vene : l’atterito fguardo 
Muto s’errefta full’ altera fronte 
Ch’ entro le nubi fi fofi i ige, e s* atza 
Superbamente a minacciar le ftelle. 

Sotto grand’ archi fu marmoree bafi 

Fan di fe moftra fimulacri orrendi 

Che in faccia ad effa i Demon fabbri alzaro. 

La Nafcita di Crifto. C. I. 

Page 190. they feemed not walking, but falling} 
A fimilar kind of progreffion is deferibed by 
Milton : 

— — by the hand he took me rais’d; 

And over fields and waters, as in air. 

Smooth-sliding without step iaft led me—. 

—— The Chief of the Eunuchs trembling 
with fear, befought Vathek that a fire might be 
kindled] Hto ? iiaxnoytai, the very heart of Ba- 
babalouk is congealed with apprehenfion.—Where 
can a more exquifite trait, both of nature and cha- 
rader, be found, than this requeft of the Eunuch 
prefents ? 

Y 3 Page 
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Page 191. The pavement ftrewed over with faf- 
fron] There are feveral circumftances in the Story 
of the third Calender that referable tliofe here 
mentioned; particularly, a pavement Jirewed with 
faffron, and the burning of ambergris and aloes* 
wood. 

Page 192. a throng of Genii and other phantaf* 
tick fpirits, danced, &c.] A dance of the fame 
kind, and by fimilar performers, occurs in the 
Hiftory of Ahmed and the Peri Paribanon; 

Page 193. let us hafte and prefent you toEblis] 
If our Author’s defeription of the Arch-Apoftate 
be examined by the criterion of Arabian faith, 
and in reference to the circumftances of the ftory; 
there can be no difficulty in appretiating its merit, 
Gaudenzi, in the poem already cited, hath de- 
feribed the appearance of Satan, previous to the 
birth of Chrift, in a manner that deferves to be 
noticed, though the poem itfelf were lefs fcarce: 

Fra quefto orror da fue radici fcoffo 
Triroa repente il fuolo, e all’ Oriente 
Ardua montagna con rimbombo eftremo 
S’apre per mezzo s immenfa foce ofeura 
Mugghia dal fondo, e fumo, e fiamme, e lamp! 
Sboqcano a un tratto; i sfracellati mafii 
Rotando ardenfi nel fulfureo flutto 
Stampan la piaggia di profonda traccia. 

Dai 
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Dai neri gorghi del dolente regno 
Con furibondo orribile muggito 
Rimon»a per l'aperta ampia vorago 
L’Angiol d'abiffo a funeflar la terra. 

Come dell’ ocean fola tiranna 
Sconcia Balena per gli ondoii campi 
Move animofa, e coll’ enorme petto 
L’ampia fpezzando rimugghiante mafia 
AIzafi al giorno, e net turbato fondo 
II muto armento di fua mole adombra; 

Tale Satan per vafto mar di fiamme 
Ergefi a nuoto : immenfe ali protele 
Alto Magellan con fonoro fcrofcio 
L’onda infernal, che in rofftggianti righe 
Sbalza ftridente, e il ciel velle di foco. 

Sotto grand’ archi di vellute ciglia, 

Quad comete fanguinofe erranti 
Per tenebrofe vie, di rabbia pregni 
Volvonfi gli occhi, e in cavernofo fpeco 
Orrida s’apre l’infiammata bocca 
Aure fpirante di veleno infette*. 

Rgli s’avanza, e il fuol guatando e il cielo, 

* Several expreffioni in this pafiage, appear to have been imitated 
from the following, of Taflo : 

Orrida maefla nel fero afpetto 
Terrore accrefce, e piu fuperbo !l rende : 

Rofiegian gli occhj, e di veneno infeito, 

Come infaufta cometa, >1 guardo fplende: 

Gl* involve il mento, e fu l'irfuto petto 
Ifpida e folia la gran barba fcende : 

E in guifa di voragine profonda, 

S'apre la bocca d’atro fangne immonda. 

La Gerus. c. IV. A. 7. 

V 4 Im- 
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Impaziente con le negre braccia 
Le rupi affera, e d’un immenfo ilancio 
Balza al confin della frappofta arena. 

Mille del fuo furor feguaci Spirti 
Ch’ erangli fotto per gl’ igniti gorghi 
Sfilangi dietro, e coll’ intento lguardo 
In lui rivolti gli II fanno al fianco. 

In fua polTanza alteramente fiera 
Staffi l’ofte d’ Averno, e adombra il piano, 
Siccome mille.e mille annofe quercie 
Che a’ pie d’un’ alta ferruginea rupe 
Aride e negre al cielo ergon le telle, 
S’addopian l’ombre della notte, e fola 
Al folgorar degl’ infernali fguardi 
Arde da lungi la folinga piaggia, 

Come fpezzata da funefte vampe 
di nerabi. 


Page 194. Ouranabad] This Monfter is repre- 
fented as a fierce flying hydra, and belongs to the 
fame clafs with the Rak/he , whofe ordinary food 
was ferpents and dragons ; the Soham, which had 
the head of a horfe, with four eyes, and the body 
of a flame-coloured dragon; the Syl, a bafililk 
with a face refembling the human, but fo tre¬ 
mendous that no mortal could bear to behold it; 
the Ejder , and others. See thefe refpe£tive titles 
in Richardfon’s Diftionary, Perfian, Arabick, 
and Englifh. 
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Page 195. She expected to have feenfome ftu- 
pendous Giant] Such is the reprefentation which 
Dante hath given of this Infernal Sovereign: 
Lo ’mperador del dolorolo regno 

Da mezzo ’1 petto ufcia fuor della ghiaccia: 

E piii con un GIGANTE i’ mi convegno, 

Che I GIGANTI non fan con le fue BRACCIA. 

It is more than probable (though it has not 
been noticed), that Don Quixote’s miftake of the 
wind-mills for Giants, was fuggefted to Cer¬ 
vantes by the following Smile, in which the tre¬ 
mendous perfonage abovementioned is fo com¬ 
pared : 

— — — — — — pero dinanzi mira, 

Diffe ’1 maeftro mi®, fe tu 'L difeemi. 

Come quando una grofla nebbia fpira, 

O quando 1’ emifperio noftro annotta 
Pardalungiun mulin che ’l vento gira, 
Veder mi parve un tal dificio allotta. 

What confirms this conje&ure is the reply to 
Sancho’s queftion—“ What Giants?” —made 
by Don Quixote, rn reference to the two laft lines 
of the preceding citation : 

“ And nearer to a'GlANT'sis my fize 

Than Giants are when to his ARMS compar’d" 

— “ Thofe thou feeft yonder, with* their vast 
arms ; and fame of them there are, that reach 
nearly two leagues —Don Quixote, parte prim. 

capit. 
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eapit. VIII. p. 52. Dante dell’ Inferno. Cant. 
XXXIV. It may be added, that a rijing wind is 
mentioned in Both. 

Page 195. C reattires of clay!] Nothing could have 
been more appofitely imagined than this compel- 
Jation. Eblis had differed a degradation from his 
primeval rank, and was configned to thefe regions, 
for having refufed to worihip Adam, in obedience 
to the fupreme command : alledging in judification 
.of his refufal, that himfelf had been formed of 
.etherial fire, whilft Adam was only a creature 
of clay. Al Koran, c. 55, &c. 

« — • ■— the fortrefs of Aherman] In the my¬ 
thology of the Eafterns, Aherman was accounted 
the Demon of Difcord. The ancient Perfian Ro¬ 
mances abound in defcriptions of this fortrefs, in 
which the inferior demons aflemble to receive the 
beheds of their Prince; and from whom they 
proceed to exercife their malice in every part of 
the world. Herbelot, p. 71. 

-- the halls of Argenk] The halls of 

this mighty Dive, who reigned in the mountains 
of Kaf, contained the datues of the feventy-two 
Solimans, and the portraits of the various crea¬ 
tures fubieft to them •. not one of which bore the 
flighted fimilitude • to man. Some had many 
heads; others, many arms j and fome confided 

of 



THE CALIPH VATHEK. 33I 

of many bodies. Their heads were all very extra¬ 
ordinary, fome refembling the elephant’s, thebuf. 
falo’s, and the boar’s , whilft others were flill 
more monftrous. Herbelot, p. 820. 

Ariofto, who owes more to Arabian fable 
titan his commentators have hitherto fuppofed* 
feems to have been no ftranger to the halls of 
Argenk, when he deferibed the fountain of 
Merlin: 

Era una delle fonti di Merlino 
Delle quattro di Francia da lui fatfe $ 

D’intorno cinta di be! marmo fino, 

Lucido, c terfo, e bianco piu che lette. 

Quivi d’ intaglio con lavor divino 
Avea Merlino immagini ritrafte. 

Direfte che fpiravano, e fe prive 
Non foffero di voce, cli’ ecan vive. 

Quivi una Beftia ufeir della forefta 
Parea di crudel vifta, odiofa, e brutta, 

Che avea le orecchie d’alino, e la tefta 
Di lupo, e i denti, e per gran fame afeiutta; 
Eranche avea di leon j 1 ’altro, che refta, 

Tutto era volpe. 

Page 197. holding his right hand motionlefs on 
his heart] Sandys obferves, that the application 
of the right hand to the heart is the cuftomary 
mode of Eaftern falutation ; but the perfeverance 

of 
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of the votaries of Eblis in this attitude, was in¬ 
tended to exprefs their devotion to hint both heart 
and hand. 

Page 198. in my life time, I filled, &c.] This 
recital agrees with thofe in the Koran, and other 
Arabian Legends. 


Page 200. an unrelenting fire preys on my 
heart] Hariri, tp convey the moft forceable idea of 
extreme anxiety, reprefents the heart as tormented 
by fierce burning coals. This form of fpeech it 
is obfei ved is proverbial ; but do we not fee 
whence the proverb arofe.?—Chappelow’s Six 
Aflemblies, p. 106. 


— in the abode of vengeance arid defpair] 
Thus, Dante’s defcription over the gate of hell: 


Per me fi va nella citta dolente : 

Per me fi vanell’ eterno dolore : 

Per me fi va tra la perduta gente. 

Giultizia moffe '1 mio alto fattore: 

. Fecemi la divina poteflate, 

La fomma fapienza, e ’1 primo amore. 

Dinanzi a me non fur cofe create, 

Se non eterne, ed io eterno duro: 

Lasciate OGNI SPERANZA* voi che 
’NTRATB. 


Canto III. 


“ Through 
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Through me you pafs to Mourning’s dark domain ; 

Through me to fcenes where Grief mull ever pine ; 

Through me, to Mifery’s devoted train. 

Juftice and power in my Great Founder join. 

And love and wifdom all his fabricks rear; 

Wifdom above controul, and love divine 1 
Before me Nature faw no works appear, 

Save works eternal: fuch was X ordained. 

Quit every hofe, all ye who enter herr. 

*,*#*# 

[How much have the Publick to regret, after the 
Specimen given, that Mr. Hayley does not cora- 
pleat the Inferno !] 

* * * * * 

Page 204. Carathis on the back of an Afrit] 
The expedition of the Afrit in fetching Carathis, 
is charafteriftick of this order of Dives. Wc 
read in the Koran that another of the fraternity 
offered to bring the Queen of Saba’s throne to 
Solomon, before he could rife from his place, 
ch. 27. 

Page 206. brotherhood ] There being a lacune in 
his tranfeript of the original, the Tranflator has 
ventured to infert this' word, as the only one he 
could fubftitute to agree with the context. 


Page 
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Page 209. glanced off in a whirl that rendered 
her invifible] It was not ill conceived to punifh 
Carathis by a rite of that fcience in which Ihe fu- 
premely delighted, and which was the primary 
caufe of her own, and Yathek’s perdition.—A de¬ 
rivative of the verb before rendered to whirl in a 
magical manner (fee note, p. 318), lignifies 
in the Koran, the glimmering of twilight ; a fenfe 
deducible from the fhapelefs ■ glimpfes of obje&s, 
when hurried round with the velocity here de- 
fcribed. 

-1— they at once loft the mofl: precious of the gifts 
of heaven : Hope] It is a foothing reflection to 
the bulk of mankind, that the commonnefs of 
any blefling is the true teft of its value. Hence, 
HOPE is juftly ftyled “ the mofl: precious of the 
gifts of heaven,” becaufe, as Thales long fince 
obferved— inciM.0 pvht, atth crajsft*— it abides with 
thofe who are deftitute of every other. 


THE END., 













